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SOMERSET SAUNTER: SOCIAL RUN

UPCOMING EVENTS

2026 MCA CLASSIC QUEENSLAND RALLY 
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Director since April 2020.
IT & Customer Service awareness after 50 years in the industry. Senior official at Club, State, National and International events.
Small business owner hosting and training teams for Sydney Olympics. Dep. C of C Rally Queensland

Recently joined the board in 2026, however I was interim Secretary of the club between 2011 up to AGM in 2012.  Have an IT
administration, project management and governance background at all levels in Government, private and not-for-profit sectors.
Been involved in other sporting clubs serving management and executive committee positions. Up to the end of 2025, I was an active
co-driver in the Queensland Rally Championship. Now spending more time undertaking various official roles within motorsport with
the club (Clerk of Course) as well as appointed roles (Steward) at state and national level events with Motorsport Australia. 

My introduction to Rallying was back in 1970 when we got a new neighbour – Fred Van Tuinen who had a rally car – Old School Friend.
Husband Keith got involved and became a Navigator for Gordon Cottrell. This lasted about 4 years – we took on Officating for a few
years then had a hiatus come back in 1991 to Officate. Since then I have managed to do almost all duties in the field then took on
Secretary for ARC - 1998 to 2007.  Helped around the scenes then in 2012 took on Voluntary Administrator of the club – which
includes: Pre-Event Preparation Work, Membership Officer, Club accounts - Myob system, Web Site 

New to the board in 2026. Joined the auto industry in 1982. Genuine Parts background covering Ford, Holden, Nissan, Lada, but mainly
Toyota. Brought TRD to Queensland via Torque Toyota in 1988. I have also managed and / or owned Parts Stores in both Australia and
PNG. Rekindling my long association with motorsport after a very long hiatus. Looking forward to great things for the BSCC,
members and competitors going forward. 

Director since April 2012.
President since January 2023. Accredited
Motorsport Australia Event Checker. Member of BSCC since 1977. Current BSCC Delegate to Motorsport Australia QLD State
Council. Competitor and official for many years at State and National level. Now semi-retired.

Director since 2020.
Had previously been a Director of BSCC since 1992. Past President, Vice President and Executive positions. Many years experience in
organising club, State and National Rally and Off Road events. Runs a consulting business in the infrastructure and resources sector.

Director since April 2025
Neill is a dedicated rally competitor with 32 years experience, 22 years a s both driver and co-driver across gravel and tarmac
events. He has achieved notable success including 2016 Queensland Rally Co-Driver Champion and strong competition in the New
Zealand Rally Championship. Neill pairs his motorsport expertise with strong operational leadership as the Operations Manager of
a Marine Survey company in Brisbane.

Director since April 2023.
An active member and official for over 25 years. Competitor and Motorsport Australia accredited photographer. Has been
administrator for the QRC social media platforms since 2021 and BSCC since 2023. Editor of BRISPORT. Primary School Tecaher with
a background in marketing and promotions.

Club Secretary since April 2020.
Judy returned to the role of event secretary after a long hiatus, first starting in that role in 1988. Small business owner for a number
of years. Accredited Motorsport Australia Official.

Director since 2009
Past President and Vice President. Directed events up to and including National events. Member of Queensland Rally Advisory Panel
for twenty years, panel chair for five years. Now retired from ownership of his motor industry business from 1974 until 2011.

Director since 2026 
A long‑standing rally competitor whose motorsport journey began more than forty years ago when he first joined the BSCC. Now
semi‑retired, Mike brings senior executive experience from a career spanning Australia, Europe, and Asia, where he held senior
roles in brand management and retail operations. His commercial background also includes extensive motorsport sponsorship
management and event activation, including the ARC, V8 Supercars, WRC, DTM, and Goodwood. 
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Hello again and welcome to the second edition of BRISPORT for 2026. 

As I mentioned in the last edition, it was shaping up to be a busy year for our club, and it
certainly has been for many of our event organisers and volunteer officials. 

Since the last edition, three events have been completed. First and foremost was the Accent
Benchtops Rally Queensland, and what an event it was. This year saw a number of significant
changes to the rally. The relocation of the service park into the centre of town proved to be a
hit with both competitors and spectators alike. The introduction of the Super Special Street
Stage, also located in the heart of town, created a fantastic atmosphere throughout the entire
weekend. 

One thing that was somewhat unexpected was the level of spectator attendance and social
media engagement the event attracted. Between Wheels on Mary, the street stage and the
forest stages, more than 45,000 people attended the event. Social media activity during and
after the rally generated over 2.8 million views, with posts still appearing more than two
months later. 

The success of this event was the result of the hard work and dedication of many people. If I
attempted to name everyone involved, I would undoubtedly miss someone, but there are a few
individuals whose contributions deserve special recognition. 

To Brian and Lyn Everitt, Malcolm and Gwen Bartolo, and Craig Porter – without your
commitment, support and willingness to step up at short notice, this event would not have
been possible. A special thank you also goes to Matt Allard for his tireless work with sponsors
and stakeholders before, during and after the rally. 

I would also like to acknowledge Mayor Glen Hartwig and his team at Gympie Regional
Council for their support and confidence in the Brisbane Sporting Car Club. Their partnership
helped make the rally one of the largest events ever held in the Gympie region and has
established a strong foundation for the future of Rally Queensland. 

The President’s
Report

With Tony kabel



Less than a month after the Accent Benchtops Rally Queensland, we were in Miles for the
running of the Miles Tyre & Battery 150 Long Course Off-Road Race. This was the club's first
off-road event for several years and our first event conducted under AASA sanctioning. 

A quality field of 38 crews lined up to tackle the challenging 28-kilometre circuit, completing
eight laps over two days of competition. The event provided excellent racing and was
thoroughly enjoyed by both competitors and spectators. 

A special thank you goes to Iain Robertson and, once again, Craig Porter for their hard work
and dedication in delivering what was a fantastic and successful event. 

Earlier this month saw the running of the Bear Electrical Jimna Rally sprint (QRC Round 3), held
in the forests around Jimna. While the event attracted a smaller field, the quality of
competition was outstanding as crews tackled eight stages on roads that were new to many
competitors. The challenging route tested both drivers and co-drivers, with even some of the
more experienced navigators finding the stages demanding. 

A special thank you to Matt Sosimenko for stepping up as Clerk of Course for the event. With
the support of several experienced club members, Matt delivered a well-organised and
enjoyable rally that was well received by competitors and officials alike. 

We would also like to thank Peter and the team at Jimna Base Camp for their ongoing support
of both the event and our club. Their hospitality and assistance continue to play an important
role in the success of motorsport activities in the Jimna region. 

 
 



Tony

To round out the year, we still have two rounds of the Queensland Rally Championship
remaining. Both events have undergone date changes to allow the club, volunteer officials and
competitors time to regroup following a very busy first half of the season. 

Round 4, The Classic Queensland, will now be held on 15 August and will again be based out of
the Manumbar Campdraft Grounds. With more than 130 kilometres of competitive stages,
including three night stages, it promises to provide a challenging event for crews and a
spectacular experience for spectators and officials alike. 

Preparations are already well underway, and we look forward to welcoming competitors back to
the forests around Manumbar. The final round of the championship will now be held on the long
weekend of the 3rd and 4th of October and will see the service park and rally HQ base at the
Imbil Showgrounds. Similar to last year we will run two events one S2 Rally Sprint on Saturday
and one on Sunday. 

As always, these events would not be possible without the dedication of our volunteer officials,
event organisers, sponsors. Their continued support ensures we can deliver safe, enjoyable and
competitive events. 

I encourage all members to get involved where possible, whether as a competitor, official or
volunteer. The success of our events depends on the efforts of many people behind the scenes,
and every contribution is valued. 

I hope to see you all in the forest very soon. 
 





The inaugural Miles Tyre and Battery 150
Miles has been run and won, with
competitors, volunteers, sponsors and
spectators alike deeming the event an
overwhelming success. 

While conditions were very dusty,
necessitating some adjustments to
scheduling throughout the weekend,
competitors in the ARB Mickey Thompson
Queensland Off Road championship enjoyed
both the format and the course.   

And what dust! Early in the week prior to the
event, the deputy clerk of the course, Craig
Porter, and myself spent a very wet couple of
days in track marking, wondering how much
taller the mud would make the both of us as it
stuck to the bottom of our shoes. By Friday,
however, that rain was the most distant of
memories, with fine powdery bulldust
instead making its appearance in many
sections of the track – something which
would cause more than a few competitors a
bit more of a surprise than perhaps they
might have liked.  

A field of 36 starters took to the track at
Rakaia on Saturday morning, with less than
one minute separating the top 10 competitors
at the end of Section 1. This carried through to
the end of Sunday, with the top three cars
separated by less than two minutes after 240
kilometres of some of the toughest surfaces
the Western Downs had to offer! 

Ultimately, consistency paid off for Tony
Fehlhaber (138), who consistently featured in
the top three all weekend, and walked away
with outright first place. Demonstrating the
nature of the course and terrain, second and
third place went to Craig Krog (23) and
Conroy Devine (608) respectively –
representing three very different classes of
vehicle, all of which were in contention
throughout the weekend. 

The event started on Friday evening with
scrutineering and a formal welcome to the
event courtesy of the Western Downs
Regional Council deputy mayor, Councillor
Kylie Bourne, at the Miles Historical Village
Museum. This was an uncommon choice for a
scrutineering venue, and one which paid off
with hundreds of spectators paying a visit to
see the cars before Saturday’s action kicked
off out at the property north of Miles. 

WORDS BY
IAIN ROBERTSON



Spectators who made the time to come to the
property were rewarded with plenty of dust
and action, as well as excellent catering
courtesy of the Miles State High School’s
senior students. 

It would be remiss of me not to thank our
various sponsors and supporters in the lead
up to this event. First, thanks must go to our
naming rights sponsor, Miles Tyre and
Battery, and proprietor Blake Althaus for his
support from the very first for this event.
Closely behind him were the Western Downs
Regional Council, who could not have been
more helpful with both financial and logistical
support in the lead up and during this event;
IGA Miles for support particularly in feeding
our volunteers all weekend; NEBGAR
Engineering, Neilsen Transport, ARRG
Chinchilla, and Coates Hire Chinchilla for their
considerable contributions towards event
logistics; the Gympie Auto Sports Club and its
members for their assistance and counsel all
weekend. And of course our 40-plus
volunteer officials, who spent the weekend in
a range of roles from checkpoints to
recoveries and on to spectator and pit
control, without whom events like this simply
cannot run, let alone succeed. 

The final thanks must of course go to Robert
Parkinson, for the very generous support he
showed in getting this event off the ground –
both in terms of providing the property itself,
and in the form of significant road and track
preparation before and after the event. 
We look forward to planning for the 2027
running: watch this space! 







JOSH JUMPS TO THE TOP OF
THE PODIUM IN JIMNA
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The Bear Electrical Jimna Rallysprint produced one of the closest contests of the 2026
Queensland Rally Championship so far, with perfect winter conditions setting the scene
for an exciting second round of the series.

The fight for outright honours ebbed and flowed throughout the eight stages. Josh
Weidman and Ryan Preston, Ian Menzies and Bob McGowan, and Brad Hardaker and Brad
Jones all spent time in contention, with only seconds separating the leading crews for
most of the day. A strong run home saw Weidman and Preston secure victory by 19
seconds, while Menzies and McGowan edged Hardaker and Jones for second on
countback after the two crews finished tied on time. Andrew Carrigan and Liam Hinschen
capped off an outstanding drive by bringing their two-wheel-drive Mitsubishi Magna
home fourth outright.

Carrigan and Hinschen were untouchable in the 2WD category, claiming every stage win
to take a commanding class victory. Cameron and Melody Taylor finished second, with
Mitchell and Brent Plant rounding out the podium after a competitive battle throughout
the rally.



The Plant brothers also turned the tables in
the Junior Championship. After trailing early,
they steadily built momentum to take control
of the event and eventually claim victory by
almost three minutes over Ella Pyyvaara,
while Ari Wedlock secured third after a
determined performance.

Acworth Recruitment Clubman delivered
plenty of drama, with the lead changing hands
several times before Ian Griffin and Emmett
McNulty dominated the afternoon to take a
convincing victory. Michael Tuppin and
Russell Hewitt finished second, while
Michelle Van Der Wilk and Cassandra Brumly
completed the podium.

Elsewhere, Miika Baksa and Ian Swinbourne
enjoyed a reliable run to take honours in the
Woolgoolga Service Centre Novice category,
while Graeme and Callum Page claimed Rally
Regularity victory ahead of Vaughn Strydom
and Sean Wild.

With another thrilling round in the books, the
Queensland Rally Championship now heads to
the Classic Queensland Rally in August, where
the championship battle is set to continue.



The Brisbane Sporting Car Club’s Somerset
Saunter once again proved that an enjoyable
day behind the wheel doesn’t require a
stopwatch. Held under perfect Queensland
winter skies, the popular social observation
run attracted an excellent mix of vehicles and
enthusiasts for a relaxed day exploring the
scenic roads of the Brisbane Valley.

The field featured an impressive variety of
machinery, from modern vehicles through to
much-loved classics, including a beautifully
presented Rolls-Royce that drew plenty of
attention throughout the day. The diverse
range of cars reflected the inclusive nature of
the event, with participants sharing a passion
for driving and good ompany rather than
outright competition.

Crews followed a 156-kilometre route through
picturesque countryside, navigating via their
choice of route chart, beginner mapping or expert
instructions while answering a series of
observation questions along the way. The route
combined mainly sealed roads with a handful of
well-maintained unsealed sections, offering
enjoyable driving and plenty of opportunities to
take in the region’s rural scenery.

The event provided an ideal introduction to
navigation for newcomers while still offering
enough of a challenge to keep experienced crews
engaged. More importantly, it provided another
opportunity for members to enjoy their cars, catch
up with friends and spend a day on some of South
East Queensland’s best touring roads.

With perfect weather, an outstanding selection of
vehicles and a great atmosphere from start to
finish, the 2026 Somerset Saunter was another
successful event on the Brisbane Sporting Car
Club calendar.

Images courtesy of @the_mercules





The countdown is on for one of the
highlights of the Queensland rally
calendar, with Classic Queensland
returning to the iconic Gallangowan
forests on 15 August 2026.

Renowned for its fast, flowing roads and
rich rallying history, Gallangowan has
long been regarded as one of
Queensland’s premier rally venues. This
year’s event will once again showcase the
famous forest roads that helped establish
the area’s reputation, with competitors
tackling approximately 130 competitive
kilometres, including the added challenge
of three spectacular night stages.

CLASSIC RALLYING RETURNS TO
GALLANGOWAN THIS AUGUST

Classic Queensland will feature as a
round of both the Queensland Rally
Championship, with competitors
contesting three championship heats, and
the East Coast Classic Rally Series for
both two-wheel-drive and four-wheel-drive
classic cars. The event promises an
exciting mix of modern and historic
machinery, with an Otago-style running
order allowing spectators to enjoy classic
rally cars and the latest generation of rally
machinery together throughout the day.
Spectators will be well catered for, with
two dedicated viewing locations,
including the ever-popular Gallangowan
Forestry Camp. With multiple passes
through each spectator point, fans will
have six opportunities to experience the
sights and sounds of the field as it
charges through the forest.



The event headquarters will be based at
the Manumbar Campdraft Grounds, where
competitors and spectators can take
advantage of free camping, quality
shower and toilet facilities, and food
available throughout the weekend.
Interstate competitors will also have
access to on-event service assistance,
helping make the journey to Queensland
even easier.

The Brisbane Sporting Car Club is also
pleased to welcome the Manumbar
Campdraft Association as the event’s
naming sponsor, whose support helps
make the return to this iconic venue
possible. Joining them as valued event
partners are Kilcoy Global Foods, Burnett
Today, and Tumuruu Solar, whose support
will contribute to what promises to be a
memorable weekend of rallying.

Entries are open and Supplementary
Regulations are available now via WOLF
Sports.

Adding another element to the event will
be the MCL M-Sport Escort Challenge, run
by Oisin McLoughlin from MCL M-Sport,
which will award a prize to the highest
placed Ford Escort home.

Whether you’re competing, servicing or
spectating, Classic Queensland is
shaping up to be another unforgettable
weekend of rallying in one of
Queensland’s most iconic forests.

For further information, contact Event
Director Judy Foster at
secretary@bscc.asn.au

mailto:secretary@bscc.asn.au


130kms Competitive with 3 night stages
Round of East Coast Classic Series for both 4WD and 2WD
3 x Heats of the Queensland Rally Championship
Cars Running Order Otago Style – allows spectators to see the
best of the old and the new after each other
2 x Spectator Points (1 being the traditional Gallangowan
Forestry Camp) – 6 opportunities to see the cars up close
Free Camping, high quality showers and toilets available for all
at Manumbar Campdraft Grounds
Food available throughout the weekend
Supp Regs available now via WOLF Sports
On event Service Assistance to interstate crews available
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For more information do not hesitate to email the Event Director Judy Foster – secretary@bscc.asn.au



VOLUNTEERS
REQUIRED 
Head to www.bscc.asn.au to register.



BSCC Returns to the Gympie Music Muster
With a welcome break between rally events on
the calendar, Brisbane Sporting Car Club will once
again be lending a hand at one of Queensland’s
biggest and best-loved festivals—the Gympie
Music Muster, to be held from 27–30 August 2026
at the Amamoor Creek State Forest.

While it might be a long way from flying through
forest stages, the Muster has become a favourite
volunteer opportunity for many BSCC members.
Not only does it provide valuable fundraising
support for the Club, it’s also a fantastic chance to
spend a few days enjoying a unique atmosphere,
meeting new people and experiencing one of
Australia’s premier country music festivals from
the inside.

BSCC volunteers assist by operating the Banjo
patrons’ shuttle bus, transporting festival-goers
the short 800 metres between their campground
and the festival gates. Volunteers work in pairs to
ensure safety while helping passengers of all ages
board and disembark the bus. Every trip brings
plenty of laughs, interesting conversations and
the opportunity to meet people from all walks of
life.

One of the biggest attractions is the flexibility.
Rosters are designed around each volunteer’s
availability, with most shifts lasting around four to
five hours, and longer shifts generally no more
than six to seven hours. This leaves plenty of free
time to relax, catch up with fellow club members
or enjoy everything the Muster has to offer.
Volunteers also receive a great range of benefits,
including free camping with excellent shower and
toilet facilities (and hopefully electricity once
again!), complimentary tea and coffee throughout
the day, breakfast at Banjo’s Camp Kitchen for
those on early shifts, and free entry to the festival
while volunteering.

If you’ve never experienced the Gympie Music
Muster before, this is a fantastic opportunity to
enjoy a very different kind of event while
supporting the Club. Whether you’re a regular
volunteer or considering helping out for the first
time, we’d love to see plenty of BSCC members
getting involved once again.

If you can spare some time over the Muster
weekend, keep an eye out for volunteer
information and put your hand up to help. It’s
always a rewarding few days and a great way to
support both the Club and a fantastic
Queensland event.





P r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  g a t h e r i n g  p a c e  f o r  t h e
c h a m p i o n s h i p  f i n a l e ,  w i t h  o r g a n i s e r s
a l r e a d y  h a r d  a t  w o r k  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s  t o
d e l i v e r  a n o t h e r  m e m o r a b l e  w e e k e n d  o f
r a l l y i n g .  E x c i t e m e n t  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  b u i l d
a s  p l a n s  c o m e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  w h a t  p r o m i s e s
t o  b e  a  f i t t i n g  c o n c l u s i o n  t o  t h e
c h a m p i o n s h i p  s e a s o n .

T h e  c h a m p i o n s h i p  f i n a l e  w i l l  n o w  b e  h e l d
o v e r  t h e  l o n g  w e e k e n d  o f  3 – 4  O c t o b e r ,  w i t h
t h e  s e r v i c e  p a r k  a n d  R a l l y  H Q  o n c e  a g a i n
b a s e d  a t  t h e  I m b i l  S h o w g r o u n d s .  T h e
c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  p o p u l a r
b a s e  d u r i n g  l a s t  y e a r ’ s  e v e n t  a n d  w i l l  a g a i n
p r o v i d e  c o m p e t i t o r s ,  o f f i c i a l s  a n d
s p e c t a t o r s  w i t h  a  c o n v e n i e n t  h u b
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e e k e n d .

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  f o r m a t  i n t r o d u c e d
l a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  e v e n t  w i l l  f e a t u r e  t w o
s e p a r a t e  S 2  R a l l y  S p r i n t  c o m p e t i t i o n s ,  w i t h
o n e  e v e n t  c o n t e s t e d  o n  S a t u r d a y  a n d
a n o t h e r  o n  S u n d a y .  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  g i v e s
c r e w s  t w o  f u l l  d a y s  o f  c o m p e t i t i v e  a c t i o n
w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  a n  e x c i t i n g  s p e c t a c l e  f o r
o f f i c i a l s ,  v o l u n t e e r s  a n d  r a l l y  f a n s  a l i k e .

W i t h  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e l l  u n d e r w a y ,
o r g a n i s e r s  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o
w e l c o m i n g  e v e r y o n e  b a c k  f o r  a n o t h e r
o u t s t a n d i n g  w e e k e n d  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  a
m e m o r a b l e  f i n i s h  t o  t h e  c h a m p i o n s h i p
s e a s o n .



Address: 4-6 Dixon St, Strathpine QLD 4500
Phone: 0418 725 955
Instagram: @apxsuspension

CONTACT
P R O U D

A P X  u s e s  t h e  l a t e s t  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  p r o d u c t s  t o  d e l i v e r  
t h e  i m p r o v e d  s u s p e n s i o n  
p e r f o r m a n c e  y o u  n e e d .

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=8031294fadf62b25&hl=en-au&q=apx+suspension+strathpine+address&ludocid=15553848490438129154&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDlaDLlOuEAxVNV2wGHZjyA10Q6BN6BAhHEAI
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=8031294fadf62b25&hl=en-au&q=apx+suspension+strathpine+phone&ludocid=15553848490438129154&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDlaDLlOuEAxVNV2wGHZjyA10Q6BN6BAhJEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=apx+suspension&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-au&client=safari#






P R O U D

Two hours from Brisbane, the Gympie region is surrounded 
by nature and wildlife that you can’t get anywhere else 
in Queensland.
The coloured sands of Rainbow Beach and the charming fishing town of Tin Can Bay are our 
coastal playgrounds and the southern gateway to K’gari (Fraser Island).
Away from the coast, you’ll find the pioneering heritage town of Gympie with elegant buildings 
and heritage railways. Out west, you’ll discover a beauty unmatched; the rolling hills of our 
western townships and the lush, fertile land of the Mary Valley.

There’s more to the Gympie region than you might imagine.

EXPERIENCE A
UNIQUE GETAWAY

IN THE GYMPIE REGION 

 Visit Gympie Region  1800 444 222  www.visitgympieregion.com.au
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1 Stapylton Street, North
Lakes 07 3487 0803 LAKESHYUNDAI.COM.AU
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P R O U D
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BSCC Buddies



NEW MEMBERS 
5246 - Paul McBride 

5247 - Ben Manion

5248 - Sunny Cornelissen 

5249 - Gavin Gorton 

5260 - Kylie Young

5261 - Tarn Riddle

5262 - Jack Nevins

5263 - Darren Walk

5264 - Stuart Newland

5276 - Simon Furlong

 

Re-Joins

4554 - Christopher Nunn 

5224 - Paul Caffin 

5014 - Oisin McLaughlin
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	The President’s Report
	Hello again and welcome to the second edition of BRISPORT for 2026.
	As I mentioned in the last edition, it was shaping up to be a busy year for our club, and it certainly has been for many of our event organisers and volunteer officials.
	Since the last edition, three events have been completed. First and foremost was the Accent Benchtops Rally Queensland, and what an event it was. This year saw a number of significant changes to the rally. The relocation of the service park into the centre of town proved to be a hit with both competitors and spectators alike. The introduction of the Super Special Street Stage, also located in the heart of town, created a fantastic atmosphere throughout the entire weekend.
	One thing that was somewhat unexpected was the level of spectator attendance and social media engagement the event attracted. Between Wheels on Mary, the street stage and the forest stages, more than 45,000 people attended the event. Social media activity during and after the rally generated over 2.8 million views, with posts still appearing more than two months later.
	The success of this event was the result of the hard work and dedication of many people. If I attempted to name everyone involved, I would undoubtedly miss someone, but there are a few individuals whose contributions deserve special recognition.
	To Brian and Lyn Everitt, Malcolm and Gwen Bartolo, and Craig Porter – without your commitment, support and willingness to step up at short notice, this event would not have been possible. A special thank you also goes to Matt Allard for his tireless work with sponsors and stakeholders before, during and after the rally.
	I would also like to acknowledge Mayor Glen Hartwig and his team at Gympie Regional Council for their support and confidence in the Brisbane Sporting Car Club. Their partnership helped make the rally one of the largest events ever held in the Gympie region and has established a strong foundation for the future of Rally Queensland.

	Less than a month after the Accent Benchtops Rally Queensland, we were in Miles for the running of the Miles Tyre & Battery 150 Long Course Off-Road Race. This was the club's first off-road event for several years and our first event conducted under AASA sanctioning.
	A quality field of 38 crews lined up to tackle the challenging 28-kilometre circuit, completing eight laps over two days of competition. The event provided excellent racing and was thoroughly enjoyed by both competitors and spectators.
	A special thank you goes to Iain Robertson and, once again, Craig Porter for their hard work and dedication in delivering what was a fantastic and successful event.
	Earlier this month saw the running of the Bear Electrical Jimna Rally sprint (QRC Round 3), held in the forests around Jimna. While the event attracted a smaller field, the quality of competition was outstanding as crews tackled eight stages on roads that were new to many competitors. The challenging route tested both drivers and co-drivers, with even some of the more experienced navigators finding the stages demanding.
	A special thank you to Matt Sosimenko for stepping up as Clerk of Course for the event. With the support of several experienced club members, Matt delivered a well-organised and enjoyable rally that was well received by competitors and officials alike.
	We would also like to thank Peter and the team at Jimna Base Camp for their ongoing support of both the event and our club. Their hospitality and assistance continue to play an important role in the success of motorsport activities in the Jimna region.
	Tony
	WORDS BY IAIN ROBERTSON
	Spectators who made the time to come to the property were rewarded with plenty of dust and action, as well as excellent catering courtesy of the Miles State High School’s senior students.
	It would be remiss of me not to thank our various sponsors and supporters in the lead up to this event. First, thanks must go to our naming rights sponsor, Miles Tyre and Battery, and proprietor Blake Althaus for his support from the very first for this event. Closely behind him were the Western Downs Regional Council, who could not have been more helpful with both financial and logistical support in the lead up and during this event; IGA Miles for support particularly in feeding our volunteers all weekend; NEBGAR Engineering, Neilsen Transport, ARRG Chinchilla, and Coates Hire Chinchilla for their considerable contributions towards event logistics; the Gympie Auto Sports Club and its members for their assistance and counsel all weekend. And of course our 40-plus volunteer officials, who spent the weekend in a range of roles from checkpoints to recoveries and on to spectator and pit control, without whom events like this simply cannot run, let alone succeed.
	The final thanks must of course go to Robert Parkinson, for the very generous support he showed in getting this event off the ground – both in terms of providing the property itself, and in the form of significant road and track preparation before and after the event.  We look forward to planning for the 2027 running: watch this space!
	WINNING WEIDMAN
	JOSH JUMPS TO THE TOP OF THE PODIUM IN JIMNA

	The Plant brothers also turned the tables in the Junior Championship. After trailing early, they steadily built momentum to take control of the event and eventually claim victory by almost three minutes over Ella Pyyvaara, while Ari Wedlock secured third after a determined performance.
	Acworth Recruitment Clubman delivered plenty of drama, with the lead changing hands several times before Ian Griffin and Emmett McNulty dominated the afternoon to take a convincing victory. Michael Tuppin and Russell Hewitt finished second, while Michelle Van Der Wilk and Cassandra Brumly completed the podium.
	Elsewhere, Miika Baksa and Ian Swinbourne enjoyed a reliable run to take honours in the Woolgoolga Service Centre Novice category, while Graeme and Callum Page claimed Rally Regularity victory ahead of Vaughn Strydom and Sean Wild.
	With another thrilling round in the books, the Queensland Rally Championship now heads to the Classic Queensland Rally in August, where the championship battle is set to continue.
	The Brisbane Sporting Car Club’s Somerset Saunter once again proved that an enjoyable day behind the wheel doesn’t require a stopwatch. Held under perfect Queensland winter skies, the popular social observation run attracted an excellent mix of vehicles and enthusiasts for a relaxed day exploring the scenic roads of the Brisbane Valley.
	The field featured an impressive variety of machinery, from modern vehicles through to much-loved classics, including a beautifully presented Rolls-Royce that drew plenty of attention throughout the day. The diverse range of cars reflected the inclusive nature of the event, with participants sharing a passion for driving and good ompany rather than outright competition.
	Crews followed a 156-kilometre route through picturesque countryside, navigating via their choice of route chart, beginner mapping or expert instructions while answering a series of observation questions along the way. The route combined mainly sealed roads with a handful of well-maintained unsealed sections, offering enjoyable driving and plenty of opportunities to take in the region’s rural scenery.
	The event provided an ideal introduction to navigation for newcomers while still offering enough of a challenge to keep experienced crews engaged. More importantly, it provided another opportunity for members to enjoy their cars, catch up with friends and spend a day on some of South East Queensland’s best touring roads.
	With perfect weather, an outstanding selection of vehicles and a great atmosphere from start to finish, the 2026 Somerset Saunter was another successful event on the Brisbane Sporting Car Club calendar.
	Images courtesy of @the_mercules
	CLASSIC RALLYING RETURNS TO GALLANGOWAN THIS AUGUST
	The event headquarters will be based at the Manumbar Campdraft Grounds, where competitors and spectators can take advantage of free camping, quality shower and toilet facilities, and food available throughout the weekend. Interstate competitors will also have access to on-event service assistance, helping make the journey to Queensland even easier.
	The Brisbane Sporting Car Club is also pleased to welcome the Manumbar Campdraft Association as the event’s naming sponsor, whose support helps make the return to this iconic venue possible. Joining them as valued event partners are Kilcoy Global Foods, Burnett Today, and Tumuruu Solar, whose support will contribute to what promises to be a memorable weekend of rallying.
	Entries are open and Supplementary Regulations are available now via WOLF Sports.
	Adding another element to the event will be the MCL M-Sport Escort Challenge, run by Oisin McLoughlin from MCL M-Sport, which will award a prize to the highest placed Ford Escort home.
	Whether you’re competing, servicing or spectating, Classic Queensland is shaping up to be another unforgettable weekend of rallying in one of Queensland’s most iconic forests.
	For further information, contact Event Director Judy Foster at secretary@bscc.asn.au
	We’re heading back to the iconic Gallangowan Forest

	15 AUGUST 2026
	130kms Competitive with 3 night stages
	Round of East Coast Classic Series for both 4WD and 2WD
	3 x Heats of the Queensland Rally Championship
	Cars Running Order Otago Style – allows spectators to see the best of the old and the new after each other
	2 x Spectator Points (1 being the traditional Gallangowan Forestry Camp) – 6 opportunities to see the cars up close
	Free Camping, high quality showers and toilets available for all at Manumbar Campdraft Grounds
	Food available throughout the weekend
	Supp Regs available now via WOLF Sports
	On event Service Assistance to interstate crews available

	VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED
	If you’ve never experienced the Gympie Music Muster before, this is a fantastic opportunity to enjoy a very different kind of event while supporting the Club. Whether you’re a regular volunteer or considering helping out for the first time, we’d love to see plenty of BSCC members getting involved once again.
	If you can spare some time over the Muster weekend, keep an eye out for volunteer information and put your hand up to help. It’s always a rewarding few days and a great way to support both the Club and a fantastic Queensland event.
	Preparations are gathering pace for the championship finale, with organisers already hard at work behind the scenes to deliver another memorable weekend of rallying. Excitement is continuing to build as plans come together for what promises to be a fitting conclusion to the championship season.
	The championship finale will now be held over the long weekend of 3–4 October, with the service park and Rally HQ once again based at the Imbil Showgrounds. The central location proved to be a popular base during last year’s event and will again provide competitors, officials and spectators with a convenient hub throughout the weekend.
	Following the successful format introduced last year, the event will feature two separate S2 Rally Sprint competitions, with one event contested on Saturday and another on Sunday. This approach gives crews two full days of competitive action while providing an exciting spectacle for officials, volunteers and rally fans alike.
	With preparations well underway, organisers are looking forward to welcoming everyone back for another outstanding weekend of competition and a memorable finish to the championship season.
	APX uses the latest technology and highest quality products to deliver  the improved suspension  performance you need.

	CONTACT
	Address: 4-6 Dixon St, Strathpine QLD 4500 Phone: 0418 725 955 Instagram: @apxsuspension

	EXPERIENCE A UNIQUE GETAWAY IN THE GYMPIE REGION
	Two hours from Brisbane, the Gympie region is surrounded  by nature and wildlife that you can’t get anywhere else  in Queensland. The coloured sands of Rainbow Beach and the charming fishing town of Tin Can Bay are our  coastal playgrounds and the southern gateway to K’gari (Fraser Island). Away from the coast, you’ll find the pioneering heritage town of Gympie with elegant buildings  and heritage railways. Out west, you’ll discover a beauty unmatched; the rolling hills of our  western townships and the lush, fertile land of the Mary Valley. There’s more to the Gympie region than you might imagine.
	PROUD
	www.visitgympieregion.com.au



	FLY INTO...
	PROUD SPONSOR
	IMBIL FOREST RALLY
	LAKESHYUNDAI.COM.AU



	S O C I A L S
	BSCC Buddies
	NEW MEMBERS

