
1  Q U A R T E Rs t

T W E N T Y T W E N T Y S I X

OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE
BRISBANE SPORTING CAR CLUB LTD
WWW.BSCC.ASN.AU

TEST AND TUNE
A GO, BUT RAIN 

HALTS QRC 1
TEST AND TUNE
A GO, BUT RAIN 

HALTS QRC 1
T E S T  A N D  T U N E  R E P O R T

W E ’ R E  B A C K  I N  T H E  O F F - R O A D  W O R L D  

A  G L I M P S E  I N T O  T H E  S A U D I  W R C  

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

R E M E M B E R I N G  T O M  S M I T H

H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P  G R O W  O U R  S P O R T

T E S T  A N D  T U N E  R E P O R T

W E ’ R E  B A C K  I N  T H E  O F F - R O A D  W O R L D  

A  G L I M P S E  I N T O  T H E  S A U D I  W R C  

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

R E M E M B E R I N G  T O M  S M I T H

H O W  Y O U  C A N  H E L P  G R O W  O U R  S P O R T



Co
nt

en
ts

 
1s

t 
Q

ua
rt

er
 ‘2

6  PRESIDENT’S REPORT

AN EMBLEM UPDATE FOR THE BSCC

WE NEED YOU: HOW YOU CAN HELP GROW OUR SPORT.

TEST AND TUNE REPORT

AGM

SOMERSET SAUNTER: SOCIAL RUN

150 MILES: OUR RETURN TO THE OFF-ROAD WORLD 

CLASSIC QUEENSLAND: OUR NORTHERN ALPINE

ACCENT BENCHTOPS RALLY QUEENSLAND: OUR BIGGEST YET?

2026 CALENDARS

COFFEE AND CLASSICS CATCH UP

REMEMBERING TOM SMITH

AN ARABIAN ADVENTURE, WITH MICHAEL DWYER 

THE NOVICE 9: BENJAMIN STEAD

KEEP IT REGULAR: WHAT IS REGULARITY RALLYING? 

BSCC BUDDIES

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

 4

6

8

10

13

16

18

20

22

26

28

29

34

36

39

41

42

292929

202020 444

222222

343434

181818
ZED PHOTOGRAPHYY



President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

Board Members 

Motorsport Australia Delegate

Membership Officer

Social Media/ Brisport Editor

Peter Flynn

Margaret Mackay

Sam Donovan 

Tony Kabel 

Craig Porter 

Judy Foster

Craig Porter (acting)

Barry Neuendorff 
Malcolm Bartolo
Sam Donovan
Neill Woolley

If you’ve got something to contribute to
the magazine we’d love to hear from
you.

All correspondence to:
Brisbane Sporting Car Club 
Unit 16 - 23 Ashtan Place 
Banyo QLD 4014

Phone: (07) 3267 7647

Email: info@bscc.asn.au

Instagram: @brisbanesportingcarclub

Website: bscc.asn.au 

All correspondence to:

Brisbane Sporting Car Club 
Unit 16 - 23 Ashtan Place 
Banyo QLD 4014

Phone:

(07) 3267 7647

Email:

info@bscc.asn.au

s.donovan@bscc.asn.au

Website:

bscc.asn.au

Facebook:

facebook.com/BrisbaneSportingCarClub

Instagram:
@brisbanesportingcarclub

Board of Directors

Other Office Bearers

Brisbane Sporting
Car Club Ltd is: 

Brisport Magazine

mailto:info%40bscc.asn.au?subject=
mailto:info%40bscc.asn.au?subject=
mailto:info%40bscc.asn.au?subject=
mailto:info%40bscc.asn.au?subject=
https://bscc.asn.au/
https://bscc.asn.au/
https://bscc.asn.au/
https://bscc.asn.au/
https://bscc.asn.au/
mailto:info%40bscc.asn.au?subject=
mailto:info%40bscc.asn.au?subject=
https://bscc.asn.au/
https://bscc.asn.au/
https://www.facebook.com/BrisbaneSportingCarClub
https://www.facebook.com/BrisbaneSportingCarClub


Hi everyone,

Welcome to the first edition of Brisport for
2026. I hope you’re all doing well. The club
has a busy year ahead, with five rounds of the
Queensland Rally Championship (QRC),
including Round 2, which forms part of Round 1
of the Eroad Australian Rally Championship
(ARC).

As you know, the ongoing conflict in the
Middle East has created uncertainty and
affected global fuel prices and availability.
This will likely impact both our competitors and
volunteer officials in attending and competing
at events. We hope these challenges ease
soon.

The President’s
Report

With Tony kabel
Unfortunately, the first QRC round — the Hi
Service Group Benarkin Rally — has been
postponed due to wet weather. Although
conditions improved by event day, heavy rain
beforehand made stage setup unsafe for our
officials. The club has approached QRAP and
State Council for a new date, and we’ll share
updates as soon as possible. Thank you to
Peter Flynn and his team for their efforts.
Looking ahead, Round 1 of the ARC (and Round
2 of the QRC) — The Accent Benchtops Rally
Queensland — is just a month away. This year,
the event will reach a new level. Brian Everitt,
Mal Bartolo, and Matt Allard have been
working tirelessly to deliver an exciting new
format, including a central service park and
the return of a bitumen super special stage
adjacent to it. Wheels On Mary will expand to
two days, featuring displays from the Cooloola
Classic Car Club and the Sunshine Coast
Motor Sport Club.



Tony

On May 23–24, the BSCC will host a round of
the Australian Off Road Racing Association
Championship — the Miles Tyre & Battery 150
Miles — in Miles on the Western Downs. This
marks our first event under the Australian Auto
Sport Association (AASA).

Round 3 of the QRC — the Bear Electrical
Jimna Rallysprint — will take place on June 6 at
Jimna Base Camp. Many thanks to Matt
Sosimenko for stepping up as Clerk of Course.
On July 18, we’ll run the Classic Queensland
Rally, Round 4 of the QRC and an invitational
for classic rally cars, which has already
attracted strong interest.

The final QRC round will be held in and around
the Imbil Forest on September 19–20 or
possibly the October long weekend, pending
QRAP and State Council approval. Once
confirmed, we’ll announce the final date. This
will be a full two-heat championship round,
with one heat on Saturday (including two night
stages) and another on Sunday.

It’s shaping up to be a busy and exciting year.
We’ll need plenty of help to make these events
happen and will do all we can to support
competitors and officials throughout.
Looking forward to seeing you all in Gympie
next month for what promises to be a fantastic
event.
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AN 
EMBLEM UPDATE
FOR THE BSCC

Motorsport clubs often carry decades of tradition, and the Brisbane Sporting Car Club is
no exception. Over the years, the club’s logo has evolved alongside changing design
trends, printing technologies, and digital media. 

Despite these changes, the emblem has always maintained its core symbols: a sports
car silhouette, a banner bearing the club initials, and the iconic chequered racing motif.
Together, these elements reflect the club’s commitment to grassroots motorsport,
competition, and community.
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1979 - 1998

A deep blue circular
background
Cleaner vector shapes
A more balanced ribbon
banner
A refined chequered pattern

2009 - 2026

A circular badge design
A stylised open-top sports car
silhouette retained
A ribbon banner displaying
B.S.C.C.
A chequered racing pattern

1998 - 2009

Coloured version of the
original
Retained original logo’s
features with the addition of
blue and orange 

1975 - 1979 

A shield-style structure
A gold and navy colour palette
A secondary banner with the
full club name
Newsletter printed with colour

1962 - 1975

Suitable as newsletter only
printed B&W
Clear reproduction in
documents
Suitable for engraving on
trophies and awards

1960 - 1962

BSCC  LOGO
EVOLUTION

2026

A circular badge design
A stylised open-top sports car
silhouette 
A lighter blue used
Circular shape







The 2026 Tyres and More Hemmant
Jimna Test and Tune delivered a
smooth and enjoyable day of rally
testing, with 29 entries taking to
the stages in ideal conditions.
A strong team effort ensured the
event ran seamlessly, with setup
completed on Friday ahead of
Saturday morning recce thanks to
the help of dedicated volunteers.
Special thanks go to officials Craig
Porter, Tony Kabel, Judy Foster,
Margaret Mackay, Doug and Debbie
Foster, Ryan Williams and Chloe
Tanzer for their invaluable
contributions.

A heartfelt acknowledgement also
goes to Peter Cusack from Jimna
Base Camp, who assisted with
clearing lantana and slashing grass
on the Marumbah stage in the
lead-up to the event. The club
extends its best wishes to Peter
for a speedy recovery following a
serious motorbike accident in
Victoria shortly after the Test and
Tune.

Of the 29 entries, two cars initially
failed scrutineering. One, due to
significantly out-of-date seatbelts,
was later permitted to start after
lunch following the swift efforts of
Claire Buccini, who arranged
replacement belts from Brisbane.
The second car was excluded due
to more serious safety concerns,
including seat mounts and roll
cage protection.

QLD RALLYING TUNES INTO 2026QLD RALLYING TUNES INTO 2026QLD RALLYING TUNES INTO 2026QLD RALLYING TUNES INTO 2026

20262026

JIMNAJIMNA

TEST & TUNETEST & TUNE

2026
JIMNA
TEST & TUNE



The event commenced on time and
ran efficiently throughout the day.
Both stages required a single
stoppage each to recover cars with
mechanical issues, but otherwise
proceedings were incident-free.
Officials reported that radios
performed reliably, while RallySafe
Lite functioned well overall, aside
from a brief coverage gap on the
Marumbah stage.

Crews came from as far as WA for
the event. The field included
multiple new builds, new
purchases and new crews. Those
lucky enough to catch some action
were not disappointed. 

With competitors enjoying
valuable seat time and providing
positive feedback, the event
concluded at 4:00pm once all
testing had been completed and
stages were closed. Overall, the
Jimna Test and Tune proved to be a
successful and well-run event,
highlighting the strength of the
club and its volunteers. Thank you
to Tyres and More Hemmant and
the Buccinis for their help with the
event and congratulations to John
Coleman and his team.





THANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS





Address: 4-6 Dixon St, Strathpine QLD 4500
Phone: 0418 725 955
Instagram: @apxsuspension

CONTACT
P R O U D

A P X  u s e s  t h e  l a t e s t  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  p r o d u c t s  t o  d e l i v e r  
t h e  i m p r o v e d  s u s p e n s i o n  
p e r f o r m a n c e  y o u  n e e d .

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=8031294fadf62b25&hl=en-au&q=apx+suspension+strathpine+address&ludocid=15553848490438129154&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDlaDLlOuEAxVNV2wGHZjyA10Q6BN6BAhHEAI
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=8031294fadf62b25&hl=en-au&q=apx+suspension+strathpine+phone&ludocid=15553848490438129154&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiDlaDLlOuEAxVNV2wGHZjyA10Q6BN6BAhJEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=apx+suspension&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&hl=en-au&client=safari#


The Somerset Saunter is a non-competitive social
observation drive conducted by the Brisbane
Sporting Car Club. Speed and time play no part in
this event. All road rules must be obeyed at all
times.

For insurance purposes, this event is conducted
under a Non-Competitive Social Permit issued by
Motorsport Australia. As it is a non-competitive
event, comprehensive car insurance or life
insurance should not be affected — however,
please check with your provider. RACQ
membership should also not be affected.

The start location is the Ampol Foodary, 1382
Warrego Highway, Blacksoil QLD 4306. Please
arrive from 8:00am to book in and receive your
instructions for a 9:00am start.

The entry fee is $20.00 per car. Entries can be
made on the day, however, we would prefer you
contact the Event Secretary, Judy Foster, on
judyfoster@y7mail.com or 0402 390 925 so we
have sufficient printed instructions.

The event finishes at the BP Service Station on the
Brisbane Valley Highway, Toogoolawah.
The total distance is approximately 156 km and,
although time plays no part in the event, an
estimated nominal duration of 4 hours (approx. 39
km/h average) is provided. If you have not finished
within this time, we may become concerned. If
you retire from the event, please notify organisers,
otherwise a search may be initiated. The event is
open to members of a Motorsport Australia-
affiliated car club. If you are not a member,
temporary event membership can be arranged at
the start. Any road-registered or special interest
vehicle is suitable.

Participants will follow the route and answer
questions along the way. There are three styles of
instructions available: Route Chart instructions
(turn-by-turn directions), Beginner Mapping
instructions (traditional navigation using maps
where you act as the GPS), and Expert instructions
for those seeking a greater challenge.

There are no trick instructions in any category,
however navigators must remain alert. There are
21 questions to answer, all of which are easily
visible if you are on the correct route.
Most roads are sealed, with some good quality
unsealed roads and approximately 140 metres of
reasonable track.

Contact numbers throughout the event are:

Laurie 0434 886 283
Peter (Setup) 0428 416 599
Rod (Sweep) 0428 416 599
BP Service Station Toogoolawah (07) 5423 0247.





The Brisbane Sporting Car Club (BSCC) is
thrilled to bring an all-new off-road
motorsport event to the Western Downs in
2026: the Miles Tyre and Battery 150 Miles,
running 23–24 May on the stunning “Rakaia”
property north of Miles.

Supported by local business Miles Tyre
and Battery as naming rights sponsor, this
state-level enduro race is an exciting first
for the region. While BSCC has decades of
experience running successful off-road
events across Queensland, this is the
club's debut in the Miles district, and the
response so far has been overwhelmingly
positive.

Western Downs Regional Council, in
particular, has provided significant assistance
in the early stages of organising the event,
ably supported by other Miles organisations
through both financial and in-kind support.

“Rakaia”, owned by long-time motorsport
supporter Robert Parkinson, offers an
exceptional venue for competitors and
spectators alike. Parkinson, well known for
hosting rallysprints and off-road events at
his former Hirstglen property, has crafted an
impressive network of tracks on his new land.

The centrepiece is a 28-kilometre loop, ideal
for the approximately 240-kilometre, two-
day endurance challenge that forms the
heart of the 150 Miles. Early course reviews
from visiting clubs, including the Gympie Auto
Sports Club, have been glowing. Drivers
praised the variety, flow, and accessibility of
the terrain, noting that the course will suit all
classes of off-road vehicles and offer
something for everyone.

The event is proudly supported by the
Australian Off-Road Racing Association
(AORRA) and sanctioned by the Australian
Auto Sport Alliance (AASA).
As Queensland’s newest AORRA-affiliated
club, BSCC is excited to contribute a fresh,
high-quality round to the 2026 ARB Mickey
Thompson Queensland Off Road
Championship, which features nine events
across the state.

The Miles Tyre and Battery 150 Miles will be
Round Four of the championship and the third
enduro event of the season, sitting alongside
long-established favourites such as the
Gundy 500 and the Don River Dash 300.

WORDS BY IAIN ROBERTSON



Spectators are warmly invited to attend
across the full weekend. With excellent
access from the Leichhardt Highway and only
seven kilometres of well-maintained shire
gravel roadto the venue, getting to the action
is easy. Plans are also underway for a special
exhibition-style activity on Saturday to give
fans even more to enjoy. A BBQ and welcome
for volunteers and competitors will be held at
the Miles Historical Village on Friday evening,
along with a show-and-shine. All are
welcome to attend. Local businesses,
community groups, and residents can expect
a welcome boost in visitation as competitors,
crews, and supporters travel from across
Queensland to take part.

BSCC sees enormous potential in the “Rakaia”
property and the Miles region. With its
natural terrain, supportive community, and
central location, the area is well positioned to
become a regular host for off-road
motorsport and other outdoor events in the
years ahead. The club looks forward to
working closely with the Western Downs
community to make the inaugural 150 Miles a
safe, enjoyable, and memorable event for all.

Images supplied by AORRA



Rally fans across Queensland can mark
their calendars for Saturday, July 18, 2026,
when the Brisbane Sporting Car Club
(BSCC) hosts the inaugural running of
Classic Queensland.

The event has been designed to showcase
the best of rallying’s past and present,
bringing together classic machinery and
modern rally cars in a unique format on
some of Queensland’s most challenging
roads.

Classic cars will run first on the stages in
reverse-seeded order, before the field
competing in the Queensland Rally
Championship (QRC) follows. The format
will allow spectators to witness both eras
of rallying on the same stages,
highlighting the contrast between historic
rally cars and the latest generation of
competition vehicles.

CLASSIC QUEENSLAND SET FOR
MID-WINTER SHOWDOWN

Importantly, classic cars will not simply
be running for demonstration. They will
be fully eligible for QRC points,
including Outright and Class honours,
while also scoring points toward the
East Coast Classic Rally Series (ECCRS).
With classics eligible for outright
results, the format has already sparked
some lively debate. As competitor Ryan
Smart put it, the question is already
being asked: could a classic car win the
event outright? Some of the country’s
best classic competitors have already
expressed interest. Organisers are
aiming for a northern ‘Alpine Rally’
experience.

The rally will feature a demanding
itinerary of more than 160 kilometres of
competitive stages, including four night
stages and a remote service, ensuring
crews face a true endurance challenge.
Competitors will start in Blackbutt,
returning there before heading into the
night stages. Rally headquarters will be
located at the Blackbutt Showgrounds,
approximately two hours from Brisbane
and about 90 minutes from Toowoomba.



From there, crews will tackle a series of
stages across roads that have not been
used for rallying in many years. The
event is currently scheduled to finish at
Manumbar, although organisers have
indicated that further adjustments
remain under consideration.

Spectators will be well catered for, with
multiple viewing points planned across
both day and night stages, offering fans
plenty of opportunities to see the action
unfold.

Adding another element to the event will
be the MCL M-Sport Escort Challenge,
run by Oisin McLoughlin from MCL M-
Sport, which will award a prize to the
highest placed Ford Escort home.

Further details about Classic
Queensland will be released closer to
the event.
For more information, contact Clerk of
Course Judy Foster via email at
secretary@bscc.asn.au.

mailto:secretary@bscc.asn.au


EVENT UPDATE

Accent Benchtops Rally Queensland (ABRQ) is
rapidly approaching, with anticipation building ahead
of the event to be held from 17–19 April in Gympie.
With just weeks to go, the event is shaping up as one
of the most dynamic editions yet, combining high-
speed competition, expanded spectator access and
an enhanced program that brings fans closer to the
action.

As the Australian Rally Championship begins with
ABRQ, Rally Queensland will play a key role in shaping
the season. Competitors will tackle a demanding
itinerary across some of the country’s most respected
rally roads, with the fight for podium positions
expected to go down to the wire. The event will
culminate on Sunday 19th April at Galvaniize
Insurance Rally Central, where crews and 
spectators will gather to witness the final 
results and podium celebrations.

A major feature for 2026 is the continued
transformation of the Gympie CBD into a full
motorsport precinct, offering multiple spectator-
friendly attractions in a central location. The
Campbells Super Special Stage will once again bring
rallying into the heart of the city, supported this year
by an expanded street program. A standout addition
is the Fink Street Invitational, featuring internationally
recognised drifter Luke Fink. His drifting
demonstrations will run alongside competitive street
sprints, creating continuous action between rally
sessions and adding a new dimension to the event.
This combination of rally cars, drift machinery and
sprint competitors ensures strong spectator appeal
throughout the weekend.

The Telstra Service Park at Galvaniize Insurance Rally
Central, located at Nelson Reserve in the Gympie
CBD, will again serve as the operational hub of the
event. Recognised as the Australian Rally
Championship Service Park of the Year in both 2024
and 2025, it provides spectators with a rare
opportunity to see the intensity of 

rally operations up close. 
Between stages, crews work under 

extreme time pressure to change tyres, repair
damage and fine-tune setups before sending cars

back out on stage. Open to the public across Saturday
and Sunday, the service park remains one of the 

most engaging experiences for fans.



While the CBD delivers spectacle, the surrounding
forests provide the ultimate test. Testing in Imbil
starts the event off on Thursday and then competitive
stages through Imbil, Amamoor, Brooyar and
Glastonbury, continue over the weekend. They are
widely regarded as some of the best rally roads in
Australia. Fast gravel surfaces, blind crests and
narrow sections leave no margin for error, demanding
total commitment from drivers. Thanks again to HQ
Plantations for their continued support.

 

Beyond the stages, the event offers a comprehensive
spectator experience, including the Velmec
Automotive Wheels on Mary displays on Friday and
Saturday, centralised viewing opportunities within the
Gympie CBD, and easy access to Rally Central and
service operations. With a strengthened program,
increased accessibility and a mix of traditional rallying
and modern motorsport spectacle, Rally Queensland
2026 continues to raise the bar. As teams prepare for
battle and fans prepare to descend on Gympie, all
signs point to an unforgettable weekend where
speed, skill and strategy will determine who stands
on the podium when the dust settles.

As always, volunteer support is needed so if you’d like
to help out and be a part of an incredible event, get in
touch today at



Accent Benchtops Rally Queensland 2026
doesn’t run on luck — it runs on horsepower,
precision… and people.
We’re firing up recruitment for our 2026
volunteer Officials team to launch the opening
round of the ARC and we want you there.
From the electric street party atmosphere of
Velmec Automotive Wheels on Mary, to the full-
throttle intensity of the Campbells Super
Special Stage, the dust-charged Forest Stages,
and the Telstra Service Park at Galvaniize
Insurance Rally Central — this is championship
motorsport at maximum attack.
You don’t need experience. We provide the
training, structure and race-ready support —
you bring the commitment and drive.

Where you can step in
Whether you’re ready to lead from the front or
operate at ground level, there’s a role waiting:
Leadership Roles

Stage Commander
Deputy Stage Commander

Operational Control
Time/Start Control
Stop Control
Regroup Officials

Event Delivery & Oversight
Stewards
Organising Team Members
Medical Teams
Accredited Media

VOLUNTEERS
REQUIRED

Safety & Stage Operations
Spectator Marshal
Road Closure Official
SOS Official
Scrutineer
Recovery Team
Course Car
Command/Radio Base
Results

Every role matters. Every position powers the
event. Together, this team delivers a safe,
professional, high-impact rally experience from
the first countdown to the final champagne
spray.

Why volunteer?
Go trackside at a national championship
opener
Work alongside elite competitors and
experienced officials
Gain accredited training and real event
experience
Be part of an event that continues to raise
the standard year after year

Proudly supported by Woolworths Gympie.

Not Sure Which Role Fits?
No problem.
If you’re keen to be involved but unsure where
you’d fit best, simply select “No Preference” on
the registration form.
One of our team members will get in touch to
discuss your interests, experience and
availability — and match you with a role that
suits you best.
There’s a place for everyone at Rally
Queensland. Register your interest today! 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090068942807


17-19th April 2026, IT’S A NEW DATE! 
With a new date, comes the inevitable clash of events in the Gympie
Region, of which there are a few. SO, crews and fans alike, have you

got your accommodation sorted?



2026 RALLY DATES





Members of the Brisbane Sporting CarMembers of the Brisbane Sporting Car
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members and friends a chance to meetmembers and friends a chance to meet
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conversation and good company.conversation and good company.

Join us next time!Join us next time!

Members of the Brisbane Sporting Car
Club (BSCC) recently enjoyed a relaxed
Coffee & Classics catch-up at the
Brisbane Motor Museum.

The Sunday morning gathering gave
members and friends a chance to meet
over coffee and breakfast while
surrounded by one of Brisbane’s best
collections of classic cars.
Conversations flowed easily as
attendees caught up, shared
motorsport stories and admired the
impressive display of historic vehicles
throughout the museum.

Highlights included a beautifully
presented Audi Quattro and Lancia
Delta plus a range of Australian and
European classics.

Events like this are a great reminder
that the club is not only about
competition, but also about bringing
members together to enjoy cars,
conversation and good company.
Join us next time!



Tom Smith, along with Gary McLane and

several others, came across from the Light

Car Club of Queensland to join the

Brisbane Sporting Car Club (BSCC) in 1986

to follow rallying. At the time, Brian

Swinton had just taken over from Jim

Reddiex as President with a strong board

behind him. Tom became involved with

Property and Building works, while Alan

Clunes served as Refreshments Officer.

Peter Johnson, who would become a very

close mate of Tom’s, was the Brisport

Editor.

In April 1988 Tom took over the role of

Brisport Editor, a position he held until

1995. Under his banner came STARTLINE,

and producing the magazine in those days

was no small task. Every edition required

significant manual work to assemble a

lively and informative newsletter before

being posted to members by, Esme Gibson.

Tom’s writing style and enthusiasm helped

keep members connected to the club and

its events during a time long before digital

communication.

TOM SMITH
1962 – 2026

By Craig Porter

A LIFE IN RALLYING, JOURNALISM
AND CLUB SERVICE. 



Early Competition Success

Tom first came to prominence in April 1988, representing the club at the

third round of the Queensland Inter-Club Motorkhana held in the car park

of the Beenleigh Rum Distillery. Later that year he secured second place

overall at the Olbis site car park in Rocklea, finishing just behind his mate

Peter Johnson. The pair also teamed up in Peter’s yellow Honda Civic for

the Keema Classic, achieving a credible 10th place finish.

In November 1989, Tom directed his first event, the Bailey Powerlines

Rally at Mapleton.

That same year he also competed in the Tweed City–Kyogle Rally

alongside his great mate Richard Anderson in an Alfetta. They were

running strongly in third place until two punctures and a failed shock

absorber ended their event. In early 1990, Tom teamed up with Johnny G

in his new Sprinter for the Cooloola Classic, finishing third place against

strong competition including Kahler, Reid, Bell, Glennie and Griffith. At

the end of that season Tom was awarded BSCC Sportsperson of the Year

for 1990.

“If Tom didn’t
already have a role

at an event, he
would still turn up

with his helmet,
just in case.”



Motorsport Journalism

1990 also marked the beginning of Tom’s career in motorsport journalism.

After contributing to Rallysport News as the Queensland correspondent,

he became a columnist for Auto Action, continuing to write about rallying

well into the 2000s.

In 1992, Tom completed a Diploma in Journalism, further strengthening his

involvement in motorsport media. One memorable moment came in a

December 1992 Rallysport News article, where he referred to the Keema

Classic Clerk of Course as “The Barking Chihuahua”, a nickname I still

cherish today.

Service to the Club

In March 1991, Tom joined the BSCC Board, while continuing as Brisport

Editor and remaining active in rally competition. That same year the club

invested in 15 radios from Philcomm and 12 Tag Heuer timing clocks,

strengthening the club’s event equipment.

Tom also achieved another milestone that year, becoming the BSCC Rally

Champion for the first time. He would repeat that success in 2007

alongside Steve Shepheard.



Always Ready to Compete

Throughout the following years Tom appeared regularly in Brisport

reports as a navigator across numerous events. If he didn’t have a

defined role at an event, he would still turn up with his helmet ready, just

in case. In 1996, after seven years as editor, Tom stepped down from

Brisport. In recognition of his dedication and service he was made an

Honorary Member of the Brisbane Sporting Car Club.

A Rally Life

Club records show remarkably few incidents across Tom’s long

involvement in rallying. One notable moment came during the Moby Vics

Rally in April 1999, when Tom and Bruce Dummett suffered a car problem

while running Car 1 on the road. Both were taken to hospital for

observation, thankfully with no serious injuries. True to form, Tom rang

Bruce the next morning to check on him, only to discover Bruce already

had the car completely apart and was preparing a replacement shell.

Experience and Leadership

Through the early 2000s, Tom continued to compete regularly across

Queensland and interstate, often sought after by drivers who valued his

experience and calm approach. He also filled many event roles, most

notably as Competitor Relations Officer, where his knowledge and level-

headed advice helped guide many teams through difficult moments.

A competitor, journalist, organiser and friend, Tom embodied the spirit of

club motorsport and the values of a life shaped by friendship, enthusiasm

and generosity. He leaves behind not only a legacy within the Brisbane

Sporting Car Club, but also many friends who were fortunate enough to

share the journey with him.

Images courtesy of RallySport Magazine



P R O U D

Two hours from Brisbane, the Gympie region is surrounded 
by nature and wildlife that you can’t get anywhere else 
in Queensland.
The coloured sands of Rainbow Beach and the charming fishing town of Tin Can Bay are our 
coastal playgrounds and the southern gateway to K’gari (Fraser Island).
Away from the coast, you’ll find the pioneering heritage town of Gympie with elegant buildings 
and heritage railways. Out west, you’ll discover a beauty unmatched; the rolling hills of our 
western townships and the lush, fertile land of the Mary Valley.

There’s more to the Gympie region than you might imagine.

EXPERIENCE A
UNIQUE GETAWAY

IN THE GYMPIE REGION 

 Visit Gympie Region  1800 444 222  www.visitgympieregion.com.au
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Later, we travelled to Riyadh by train and
had a look around the capital. It has grown
significantly, like the rest of the country,
with many shopping malls, high-rise
buildings, and expansion into the desert. We
then toured the north and northwest to see
old ruins and historical sites. One night, in
the middle of the country, it rained heavily in
the town where we were staying—a very rare
occurrence. Finally, we went to Jeddah on
the west coast. This used to be our weekend
destination when we lived in Taif in the
mountains, where we worked in a military
hospital. Jeddah still has the old souqs
(markets), Red Sea diving, and plenty of
social life.

The Saudis are very proud of their history
and heritage and are doing a lot to resurrect
and renovate these sites, with the intention
of attracting tourists. These would be well-
heeled travellers rather than backpackers,
as the hotels all seem to be four- and five-
star. There are also a number of museums,
well worth visiting.

This story starts over 30 years ago when my
wife, Cathy, and I worked in Saudi Arabia.
Since then, after settling back in Australia,
we've often thought about going back to see
how it has changed. We left Brisbane at the
beginning of November last year for a month-
long trip, flying into Dammam on the east
coast to start the tour.

And, boy, has it changed. First of all, we
couldn’t find a post office to send Christmas
cards, so we had to use e-cards and emails.
It seems many are hidden away and few and
far between, and even our tour guide
couldn’t find one. We did manage to see one,
but it was on the other side of a motorway
and we couldn’t get to it.

They also seem to love air conditioning, with
temperatures set very cold pretty well
everywhere we visited.

We then had a look around the countryside
and visited some of the sites. It was an
introduction to zillions of cars across the
main cities, with motorways built for them—
up to five lanes each way—and frequent
traffic jams and congestion the likes of which
I’ve never encountered before. There were
no pedestrian crossings over these city
motorways. Red traffic lights seemed to take
five minutes or so to change. There were
many mobile radar speed cameras around,
seemingly every few kilometres on the
motorways, and plenty of speed bumps to
slow traffic down. And this will make you
jealous—petrol prices are less than half 
what we pay here.

ARABIAN NIGHTS. ARABIAN DAYS.ARABIAN NIGHTS. ARABIAN DAYS.
CLUB MEMBER MICHAEL DWYER SHARES HIS RECENT TRIPCLUB MEMBER MICHAEL DWYER SHARES HIS RECENT TRIP

TO SAUDI ARABIA AND THE WRCTO SAUDI ARABIA AND THE WRC

ARABIAN NIGHTS. ARABIAN DAYS.
CLUB MEMBER MICHAEL DWYER SHARES HIS RECENT TRIP

TO SAUDI ARABIA AND THE WRC

BEFORE AND AFTER OF A MOUNTAIN ROAD 
WE ONCE KNEW WELL



We decided to kill two birds with one stone
on this trip. While in Jeddah, we worked on
the World Rally Championship round being
held in Saudi Arabia for the first time. As an
experienced rally official, I contacted the
organisers and volunteered, and they gladly
accepted. It was a four-day event, and I was
happy to work with the Saudis. One big
difference is that while we volunteer in
Australia, Saudi officials are paid (US$100
per day, I was told). We did get free T-shirts
and caps. We met some very friendly
officials, mostly locals, along with a few from
England and Ireland. The locals themselves
have changed, with younger people being
well educated and speaking English fluently.
They were interested in Australia and why
we had come. There were also a number of
women working as officials. They no longer
have to cover their hair and face and are now
allowed to drive and work in their chosen
occupations.

We were based at the main Service and
Control Park and didn’t get to see any stages.
The Service Park showed what a big
business the WRC is. Trailer loads and
shipping containers of cars and parts are
transported around the world. Even the
replacement body panels alone took up a
huge amount of space. At the end of each
day, many of these panels were needed after
run-offs, straight-heads, and spin-outs.

We met Petter Solberg, the Perth WRC
winner in 2003, and his wife Pernilla, who
is an FIA WRC Commissioner. Their son,
Oliver, is making waves as a WRC2 driver
for Toyota. Colin Campbell, whom some of
you may have met in the NSW WRC
rounds, was also there, but our paths
didn’t cross.

The rally was very well organised. The
organising committee had even set up a
public carnival next to the Service Park to
attract locals.

OUR RALLY VOLUNTEERS TEAM, WITH ME IN MY BSCC SHIRT.

AN OLD TRAIN FROM THE HEJAZ RAILWAY (AS IN THE
LAWRENCE OF ARABIA FILM).

NEWLY RESTORED HEJAZ TRAIN ENGINE, IN A
RESTORED RAILWAY BUILDING NOW CONVERTED TO A

RITZY, EXPENSIVE HOTEL.

WRC

WRC



1. What got you into rallying? 

BENJAMIN STEAD:  I’ve always loved the idea
and after going and seeing a few like Rally QLD, 
I made the switch from speedway .

2. How has it been so far? 
Honestly, I’ve only completed 1 Stage at the
Jimna Test and Tune before a water pump
failure. It was super fun and I can’t wait to have
another crack!

Benjamin Stead is new to
rallying, but definitely not
new to Motorsport, or dirt
for the matter. With a
background in speedway,
he’s diving straight into
the deep end; bypassing
the Novice Series and into
the QRC.

NOVICE
With Benjamin Stead 

We ask a QRC Novice nine questions
about the season ahead.



6. Who is your Motorsport idol?
My grandfather Ron Oliver Snr and my
son Jaxson. Even though he’s 6, in his
short time racing he has blown 
me away.

7. Is there a particular event you’d 
love to compete in one day? 
Rally QLD which hopefully in a few 
weeks will become a reality.

…built the car after

…built the car afterracing one in
racing one in

speedway for the last

speedway for the last15-16 years
15-16 years

…built the car afterracing one in
speedway for the last15-16 years

3. What are your rallying goals? 
Just to go out and finish the events 
and learn the craft of gravel rally. 
And also have a heap of fun with my 
co driver (best mate) Paul Mcbride.

4. What is your vehicle?
1995 Honda Prelude

5. Do you know its history?
I built the car after racing one in
speedway for the last 15-16 years and
still having the main running gear I
thought why not.

8. Anyone you’d like to give a shout-out to? Mainly my
family: My Gran, Pop, Mum, Dad and Brother, and Wife
and kids for all the hours they allowed me to spend
building the car. All my sponsors: Cooters Mechanical;
Rabbyts Spray Painting; Newline Hunting Supplies;
Davison Homes; Rollin Cages; Toowoomba Performance
and Mechanical; Season Noosa; Pitlizard; Instaprint.
Without them the car 
honestly wouldn’t have been possible.

9. Lastly, if had to choose between $1 million and your
dream rallycar, what colour would the rallycar be? 
White and orange for sure 🤣
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KEEPING IT REGULAR:
A New Way To Go

Rallying
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BSCC Buddies



NEW MEMBERS 

5255 - Glenn Alcorn

5256 - Drew Fernley

5259 - Lucas Wong

5260 - Kylie Young

5261 - Tarn Riddle

5262 - Jack Nevins

5263 - Darren Walk

5264 - Stuart Newland
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	The President’s Report
	Hi everyone,
	Welcome to the first edition of Brisport for 2026. I hope you’re all doing well. The club has a busy year ahead, with five rounds of the Queensland Rally Championship (QRC), including Round 2, which forms part of Round 1 of the Eroad Australian Rally Championship (ARC).
	As you know, the ongoing conflict in the Middle East has created uncertainty and affected global fuel prices and availability. This will likely impact both our competitors and volunteer officials in attending and competing at events. We hope these challenges ease soon.
	Unfortunately, the first QRC round — the Hi Service Group Benarkin Rally — has been postponed due to wet weather. Although conditions improved by event day, heavy rain beforehand made stage setup unsafe for our officials. The club has approached QRAP and State Council for a new date, and we’ll share updates as soon as possible. Thank you to Peter Flynn and his team for their efforts. Looking ahead, Round 1 of the ARC (and Round 2 of the QRC) — The Accent Benchtops Rally Queensland — is just a month away. This year, the event will reach a new level. Brian Everitt, Mal Bartolo, and Matt Allard have been working tirelessly to deliver an exciting new format, including a central service park and the return of a bitumen super special stage adjacent to it. Wheels On Mary will expand to two days, featuring displays from the Cooloola Classic Car Club and the Sunshine Coast Motor Sport Club.

	Tony
	Motorsport clubs often carry decades of tradition, and the Brisbane Sporting Car Club is no exception. Over the years, the club’s logo has evolved alongside changing design trends, printing technologies, and digital media.
	Despite these changes, the emblem has always maintained its core symbols: a sports car silhouette, a banner bearing the club initials, and the iconic chequered racing motif. Together, these elements reflect the club’s commitment to grassroots motorsport, competition, and community.

	BSCC  LOGO EVOLUTION
	1960 - 1962
	1962 - 1975
	1975 - 1979
	1979 - 1998
	1998 - 2009
	2026
	2009 - 2026

	2026 JIMNA TEST & TUNE

	The event commenced on time and ran efficiently throughout the day. Both stages required a single stoppage each to recover cars with mechanical issues, but otherwise proceedings were incident-free. Officials reported that radios performed reliably, while RallySafe Lite functioned well overall, aside from a brief coverage gap on the Marumbah stage.
	Crews came from as far as WA for the event. The field included multiple new builds, new purchases and new crews. Those lucky enough to catch some action were not disappointed.
	With competitors enjoying valuable seat time and providing positive feedback, the event concluded at 4:00pm once all testing had been completed and stages were closed. Overall, the Jimna Test and Tune proved to be a successful and well-run event, highlighting the strength of the club and its volunteers. Thank you to Tyres and More Hemmant and the Buccinis for their help with the event and congratulations to John Coleman and his team.
	THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
	APX uses the latest technology and highest quality products to deliver  the improved suspension  performance you need.

	CONTACT
	Address: 4-6 Dixon St, Strathpine QLD 4500 Phone: 0418 725 955 Instagram: @apxsuspension

	The Somerset Saunter is a non-competitive social observation drive conducted by the Brisbane Sporting Car Club. Speed and time play no part in this event. All road rules must be obeyed at all times.
	For insurance purposes, this event is conducted under a Non-Competitive Social Permit issued by Motorsport Australia. As it is a non-competitive event, comprehensive car insurance or life insurance should not be affected — however, please check with your provider. RACQ membership should also not be affected.
	The start location is the Ampol Foodary, 1382 Warrego Highway, Blacksoil QLD 4306. Please arrive from 8:00am to book in and receive your instructions for a 9:00am start.
	The entry fee is $20.00 per car. Entries can be made on the day, however, we would prefer you contact the Event Secretary, Judy Foster, on judyfoster@y7mail.com or 0402 390 925 so we have sufficient printed instructions.
	The event finishes at the BP Service Station on the Brisbane Valley Highway, Toogoolawah. The total distance is approximately 156 km and, although time plays no part in the event, an estimated nominal duration of 4 hours (approx. 39 km/h average) is provided. If you have not finished within this time, we may become concerned. If you retire from the event, please notify organisers, otherwise a search may be initiated. The event is open to members of a Motorsport Australia-affiliated car club. If you are not a member, temporary event membership can be arranged at the start. Any road-registered or special interest vehicle is suitable.
	Participants will follow the route and answer questions along the way. There are three styles of instructions available: Route Chart instructions (turn-by-turn directions), Beginner Mapping instructions (traditional navigation using maps where you act as the GPS), and Expert instructions for those seeking a greater challenge.
	There are no trick instructions in any category, however navigators must remain alert. There are 21 questions to answer, all of which are easily visible if you are on the correct route. Most roads are sealed, with some good quality unsealed roads and approximately 140 metres of reasonable track.
	Contact numbers throughout the event are:
	Laurie 0434 886 283 Peter (Setup) 0428 416 599 Rod (Sweep) 0428 416 599 BP Service Station Toogoolawah (07) 5423 0247.
	WORDS BY IAIN ROBERTSON
	Spectators are warmly invited to attend across the full weekend. With excellent access from the Leichhardt Highway and only seven kilometres of well-maintained shire gravel roadto the venue, getting to the action is easy. Plans are also underway for a special exhibition-style activity on Saturday to give fans even more to enjoy. A BBQ and welcome for volunteers and competitors will be held at the Miles Historical Village on Friday evening, along with a show-and-shine. All are welcome to attend. Local businesses, community groups, and residents can expect a welcome boost in visitation as competitors, crews, and supporters travel from across Queensland to take part.
	BSCC sees enormous potential in the “Rakaia” property and the Miles region. With its natural terrain, supportive community, and central location, the area is well positioned to become a regular host for off-road motorsport and other outdoor events in the years ahead. The club looks forward to working closely with the Western Downs community to make the inaugural 150 Miles a safe, enjoyable, and memorable event for all.
	CLASSIC QUEENSLAND SET FOR MID-WINTER SHOWDOWN
	From there, crews will tackle a series of stages across roads that have not been used for rallying in many years. The event is currently scheduled to finish at Manumbar, although organisers have indicated that further adjustments remain under consideration.
	Spectators will be well catered for, with multiple viewing points planned across both day and night stages, offering fans plenty of opportunities to see the action unfold.
	Adding another element to the event will be the MCL M-Sport Escort Challenge, run by Oisin McLoughlin from MCL M-Sport, which will award a prize to the highest placed Ford Escort home.
	Further details about Classic Queensland will be released closer to the event. For more information, contact Clerk of Course Judy Foster via email at secretary@bscc.asn.au.
	EVENT UPDATE
	While the CBD delivers spectacle, the surrounding forests provide the ultimate test. Testing in Imbil starts the event off on Thursday and then competitive stages through Imbil, Amamoor, Brooyar and Glastonbury, continue over the weekend. They are widely regarded as some of the best rally roads in Australia. Fast gravel surfaces, blind crests and narrow sections leave no margin for error, demanding total commitment from drivers. Thanks again to HQ Plantations for their continued support.
	Beyond the stages, the event offers a comprehensive spectator experience, including the Velmec Automotive Wheels on Mary displays on Friday and Saturday, centralised viewing opportunities within the Gympie CBD, and easy access to Rally Central and service operations. With a strengthened program, increased accessibility and a mix of traditional rallying and modern motorsport spectacle, Rally Queensland 2026 continues to raise the bar. As teams prepare for battle and fans prepare to descend on Gympie, all signs point to an unforgettable weekend where speed, skill and strategy will determine who stands on the podium when the dust settles.
	As always, volunteer support is needed so if you’d like to help out and be a part of an incredible event, get in touch today at
	Why volunteer?
	Not Sure Which Role Fits?
	Where you can step in

	17-19th April 2026, IT’S A NEW DATE!  With a new date, comes the inevitable clash of events in the Gympie Region, of which there are a few. SO, crews and fans alike, have you got your accommodation sorted?
	2026 RALLY DATES
	Members of the Brisbane Sporting Car Club (BSCC) recently enjoyed a relaxed Coffee & Classics catch-up at the Brisbane Motor Museum.
	The Sunday morning gathering gave members and friends a chance to meet over coffee and breakfast while surrounded by one of Brisbane’s best collections of classic cars. Conversations flowed easily as attendees caught up, shared motorsport stories and admired the impressive display of historic vehicles throughout the museum.
	Highlights included a beautifully presented Audi Quattro and Lancia Delta plus a range of Australian and European classics.
	Events like this are a great reminder that the club is not only about competition, but also about bringing members together to enjoy cars, conversation and good company. Join us next time!
	A LIFE IN RALLYING, JOURNALISM AND CLUB SERVICE.
	Tom Smith, along with Gary McLane and several others, came across from the Light Car Club of Queensland to join the Brisbane Sporting Car Club (BSCC) in 1986 to follow rallying. At the time, Brian Swinton had just taken over from Jim Reddiex as President with a strong board behind him. Tom became involved with Property and Building works, while Alan Clunes served as Refreshments Officer. Peter Johnson, who would become a very close mate of Tom’s, was the Brisport Editor.
	In April 1988 Tom took over the role of Brisport Editor, a position he held until 1995. Under his banner came STARTLINE, and producing the magazine in those days was no small task. Every edition required significant manual work to assemble a lively and informative newsletter before being posted to members by, Esme Gibson. Tom’s writing style and enthusiasm helped keep members connected to the club and its events during a time long before digital communication.
	Early Competition Success

	“If Tom didn’t already have a role at an event, he would still turn up with his helmet, just in case.”
	Motorsport Journalism
	Service to the Club
	Always Ready to Compete
	Throughout the following years Tom appeared regularly in Brisport reports as a navigator across numerous events. If he didn’t have a defined role at an event, he would still turn up with his helmet ready, just in case. In 1996, after seven years as editor, Tom stepped down from Brisport. In recognition of his dedication and service he was made an Honorary Member of the Brisbane Sporting Car Club.

	A Rally Life
	Club records show remarkably few incidents across Tom’s long involvement in rallying. One notable moment came during the Moby Vics Rally in April 1999, when Tom and Bruce Dummett suffered a car problem while running Car 1 on the road. Both were taken to hospital for observation, thankfully with no serious injuries. True to form, Tom rang Bruce the next morning to check on him, only to discover Bruce already had the car completely apart and was preparing a replacement shell.

	Experience and Leadership
	Through the early 2000s, Tom continued to compete regularly across Queensland and interstate, often sought after by drivers who valued his experience and calm approach. He also filled many event roles, most notably as Competitor Relations Officer, where his knowledge and level-headed advice helped guide many teams through difficult moments.
	A competitor, journalist, organiser and friend, Tom embodied the spirit of club motorsport and the values of a life shaped by friendship, enthusiasm and generosity. He leaves behind not only a legacy within the Brisbane Sporting Car Club, but also many friends who were fortunate enough to share the journey with him.

	EXPERIENCE A UNIQUE GETAWAY IN THE GYMPIE REGION
	Two hours from Brisbane, the Gympie region is surrounded  by nature and wildlife that you can’t get anywhere else  in Queensland. The coloured sands of Rainbow Beach and the charming fishing town of Tin Can Bay are our  coastal playgrounds and the southern gateway to K’gari (Fraser Island). Away from the coast, you’ll find the pioneering heritage town of Gympie with elegant buildings  and heritage railways. Out west, you’ll discover a beauty unmatched; the rolling hills of our  western townships and the lush, fertile land of the Mary Valley. There’s more to the Gympie region than you might imagine.
	PROUD
	www.visitgympieregion.com.au



	ARABIAN NIGHTS. ARABIAN DAYS. CLUB MEMBER MICHAEL DWYER SHARES HIS RECENT TRIP TO SAUDI ARABIA AND THE WRC
	Later, we travelled to Riyadh by train and had a look around the capital. It has grown significantly, like the rest of the country, with many shopping malls, high-rise buildings, and expansion into the desert. We then toured the north and northwest to see old ruins and historical sites. One night, in the middle of the country, it rained heavily in the town where we were staying—a very rare occurrence. Finally, we went to Jeddah on the west coast. This used to be our weekend destination when we lived in Taif in the mountains, where we worked in a military hospital. Jeddah still has the old souqs (markets), Red Sea diving, and plenty of social life.
	The Saudis are very proud of their history and heritage and are doing a lot to resurrect and renovate these sites, with the intention of attracting tourists. These would be well-heeled travellers rather than backpackers, as the hotels all seem to be four- and five-star. There are also a number of museums, well worth visiting.
	This story starts over 30 years ago when my wife, Cathy, and I worked in Saudi Arabia. Since then, after settling back in Australia, we've often thought about going back to see how it has changed. We left Brisbane at the beginning of November last year for a month-long trip, flying into Dammam on the east coast to start the tour.
	And, boy, has it changed. First of all, we couldn’t find a post office to send Christmas cards, so we had to use e-cards and emails. It seems many are hidden away and few and far between, and even our tour guide couldn’t find one. We did manage to see one, but it was on the other side of a motorway and we couldn’t get to it.
	They also seem to love air conditioning, with temperatures set very cold pretty well everywhere we visited.
	We then had a look around the countryside and visited some of the sites. It was an introduction to zillions of cars across the main cities, with motorways built for them—up to five lanes each way—and frequent traffic jams and congestion the likes of which I’ve never encountered before. There were no pedestrian crossings over these city motorways. Red traffic lights seemed to take five minutes or so to change. There were many mobile radar speed cameras around, seemingly every few kilometres on the motorways, and plenty of speed bumps to slow traffic down. And this will make you jealous—petrol prices are less than half  what we pay here.

	We decided to kill two birds with one stone on this trip. While in Jeddah, we worked on the World Rally Championship round being held in Saudi Arabia for the first time. As an experienced rally official, I contacted the organisers and volunteered, and they gladly accepted. It was a four-day event, and I was happy to work with the Saudis. One big difference is that while we volunteer in Australia, Saudi officials are paid (US$100 per day, I was told). We did get free T-shirts and caps. We met some very friendly officials, mostly locals, along with a few from England and Ireland. The locals themselves have changed, with younger people being well educated and speaking English fluently. They were interested in Australia and why we had come. There were also a number of women working as officials. They no longer have to cover their hair and face and are now allowed to drive and work in their chosen occupations.
	We were based at the main Service and Control Park and didn’t get to see any stages. The Service Park showed what a big business the WRC is. Trailer loads and shipping containers of cars and parts are transported around the world. Even the replacement body panels alone took up a huge amount of space. At the end of each day, many of these panels were needed after run-offs, straight-heads, and spin-outs.
	We met Petter Solberg, the Perth WRC winner in 2003, and his wife Pernilla, who is an FIA WRC Commissioner. Their son, Oliver, is making waves as a WRC2 driver for Toyota. Colin Campbell, whom some of you may have met in the NSW WRC rounds, was also there, but our paths didn’t cross.
	The rally was very well organised. The organising committee had even set up a public carnival next to the Service Park to attract locals.
	NOVICE
	With Benjamin Stead
	We ask a QRC Novice nine questions about the season ahead.
	Benjamin Stead is new to rallying, but definitely not new to Motorsport, or dirt for the matter. With a background in speedway, he’s diving straight into the deep end; bypassing the Novice Series and into the QRC.
	1. What got you into rallying?




	…built the car after racing one in speedway for the last 15-16 years
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