Colin Bond and George
Shepheard in 1972

Rally Queensland
on the cusp of
special milestone
A historic moment for
Queensland rally is close.

Sporting Car Club (BSCC) being a big part
of that success for a large part of it.

Last month’s Accent Benchtops Rally
Queensland was supposed to serve as the
50th edition of an RSEA Safety Motorsport
Australia Rally Championship (ARC)
round taking place in Queensland.

With the first ever Rally Queensland
forming part of the six-round inaugural
1968 ARC season, a lot has changed
since Harry Firth and former Motorsport
Australia President Graham Hoinville
took out the Ampol Warana Rally.

Unfortunately, heavy rain in the lead up to
the event meant it was inevitably cancelled,
delaying the special anniversary until 2023.
Alas, there is still plenty to celebrate about an
event that has seen plenty of development
over the course of 54 years – the Brisbane
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Run by the BSCC between 1968 and 2015,
the event was held in multiple towns across
Queensland over that period with Brisbane
and Maroochydore hosting the event
before it moved permanently to Gympie.

The rally also enjoyed international
status for quite some time as it hosted
rounds of the FIA Asia Pacific Rally
Championship for multiple years.
Held every year between 1968 and 2016
bar 1988, the event unfortunately fell
off the ARC calendar in 2017, before
returning in 2021 returning to the national
calendar with a hugely successful event.
Since its inauguration, the stats the event
has gathered is quite impressive.
There have more than 20 different winning
drivers of the event with Neal Bates and
Possum Bourne without a doubt the
two drivers to have dominated the rally.
Each have racked up top honours seven
times during a dominant period between

1992 and 2002 where one of them won
every event, two of which were tied.
Bates and Bourne weren’t the only ones
to have won it multiple times, with
Colin Bond and Greg Carr four times,
while Ross Dunkerton and Simon Evans
won three times each - the latter of
which has been regarded as one of the
fastest to ever compete in the event.
Evans won the event a fourth time, only
this time it was the first edition of the
APRC component, which has seen some
international names familiar to rally fans
win the event, including FIA World Rally
Championship rally winner Esapekka
Lappi, WRC drivers Pontus Tidemand
and Jan Koppecky, Indian star Gaurac
Gill and Australian star Chris Atkinson.

Greg Carr and Fred
Gocentas in 1978

Geof f Portman and
Ross Runnalls in 1981
BRISBANE SPORTING CAR CLUB LTD
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Australian household names to win the
ARC component event include Ed Ordynski,
Rob Herridge, Cody Crocker, Eli Evans and
most recently, Harry Bates - the 2019 ARC
champion adding his
name to the famed list in
dominant fashion last year.
There have been 13
different naming sponsors
of the event with the
longest serving sponsor
being Falken Tyres, which
backed the event for nine
years from 1996 to 2004.

“Rally Queensland is a significant part of
Australia’s rich rallying history and this club
has long contributed to that history having
run 48 events already,” Corkeron said.

“To be able to get close
to 50 years as an ARC
round is a testament
to our club members
both past and present
for all the hard work”

Eight individuals have
held the top job of Clerk of Course
since 1968, with Errol Bailey being the
most experienced having done the
role for an impressive 21 times.
Other individuals to have been Clerk of
Course included Henk Kabel (six times)
and former BSCC President Garry Connelly
for seven, the latter of which now holds
a senior steward role in Formula 1.

“This rally has long been
our headline event as
it’s the biggest on our
calendar year-after-year
so to be able to get close
to 50 years as an ARC
round is a testament
to our club members
both past and present
for all the hard work.

“Of course, it was
a shame that Queensland was off the
national calendar for a few years, however
we’re thrilled to be back and ARC crews
seem to enjoy the roads, so hopefully there
are another 50 more years to come.”

The event started in Brisbane and has
since visited a wide range of areas from
around the state, including the Sunshine
Coast Hinterland, Imbil, Kandanga,
Amamoor, Glastonbury, Jimna,
Nanango, the Beerburrum Forest
and Mount Coot-tha Quarry.
And for 48 out of 49 of those events,
the BSCC have been integral in running
them as the key organiser for the popular
event, Club President Dom Corkeron
thrilled to have been part of the journey.

2021 Rally Queensland
winners Harr y Bates
and John McCarthy
PHOTOS: CH IMAGES

Greg Carr and Fred
Gocentas in 1984
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2022 Motorsport Calendar

BRISBANE SPORTING
CAR CLUB LTD
2022 Motorsport Calendar
August - November

Globe Roamer III Imbil Rally
QRC 3 / ECCRS 7 – 10/09
(Imbil)

Proposed QRC
TBA
QRC 3 – 15/10

BSCC Off Road Event – 12,13/11
(Location TBA)

BSCC Christmas Party – 3/12
3/12
(Location TBA)
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KYOSTAR
harness
warning
Motorsport Australia has received advice
from the SFI Foundation regarding the
non-compliance of a Safety Harness that
is being sold on popular online sales
platforms, claiming to be manufactured
in compliance with SFI standards.
The KYOSTAR harnesses display SFI
16.1 conformance labels but do not
conform to SFI Specification 16.1.
Motorsport Australia is aware that this
Safety Harness is also on Australian
online sales platforms and issues a
caution to all competitors regarding the
purchase of any safety equipment.
Any competitor who is not sure if a
safety item is compliant should seek
advice from Motorsport Australia by
contacting technical@motorsport.org.au.

Click here to read the SFI
Notice regarding the KYOSTAR
Brand Safety Harness.
sf ifoundation.com
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BSCC Buddies
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POWERING YOUR
ADVENTURE
LET ROO SYSTEMS HELP YOU ENHANCE
AND MAINTAIN YOUR VEHICLE

NEEDING MORE POWER AND BETTER
FUEL ECONOMY?

55+ DEALERS AUSTRALIA WIDE

98 BUCHANAN RD, BANYO
BRISBANE 4014

1300 305 709
WWW.ROOSYSTEMS.COM.AU
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If you’ve got something to contribute
to the magazine we’d love to hear
from you.
All correspondence to:
Brisbane Sporting Car Club
Unit 16 - 23 Ashtan Place
Banyo QLD 4014
Phone: (07) 3267 7647
Email: info@bscc.asn.au
Website: bscc.asn.au

