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Test N Tune Month – Mikes 

Toughest Rally Test! 

 
 

 

What’s in this month’s edition? 

• Another great read – we hope! 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT FEBRUARY 2018 

This will only be a short one this month, since along with a number of people in the club 

we are under the pump with a very busy few weeks coming up.  In the next 6 weeks 

BSCC is set to deliver FOUR events. 

• Future Auto’s Presents Mike’s Toughest Rally Test, Saturday Feb 10 

• CAMS Qld Motorsport Expo Club Display and Sausage Sizzle at Norwell, Sunday 

Feb 25 

• Lockyer Enduro Off-Road, Thorton, Sat/Sun, Mar 3-4  

• Inspirations Paint Capalaba Hinterland Rally, Imbil Showgrounds, Saturday Mar 17 

 

So, we kick off big style this Saturday at Jimna.  John Keen and the Farkeen Team have 

put together an enjoyable event, with two Test ‘n Tune stages and a Come ‘n Try stage.  

We have 33 cars and even more drivers shaking out the cobwebs on the Test ‘n Tune 

and six cars and a bunch of drivers getting an introductory experience on the Come ‘n 

Try.    Recent changes to the roads up there with logging and development have opened 

up many new opportunities including a spectator point this year.    So even if you are not 

entering, either volunteer to help out, or come and have a look. 

 

The CAMS Queensland Office have taken the initiative to organise an Expo at the Norwell 

Motorplex.    There are something like 28 car clubs exhibiting their wares and BSCC is one.  

Russell Hewitt (Mr P3 Solutions) has taken charge of the BSCC expo site.  We will have 3-4 

cars on display, plus some information on the club and hope to show people how 

exciting rallying can be.  When we are not deep in a forest somewhere.  The club has 

also been asked to put its recent Bunnings expertise to good use and hold a sausage 

sizzle on the day to keep the crowds fed.  Barry Farrell has reprised his role as chief tong 

wielder.   Both Russell and Barry need some help on the day to make it work.  The sausage 

sizzle is a good opportunity to raise some much-needed funds.  So, wondering how you 

can contribute to the club in a meaningful way?  Come and help.  Contact these 

gentlemen direct or BSCC if you can assist.   

 

The Lockyer Enduro is also full steam ahead.  These machines are somewhat mental and 

quite a sight to see leaping over crests and tackling terrain that would rip the wheels off 

an Evo.   This is always a good weekend.   BSCC will also be catering, and organisers Tait 

and Laurie Svenson have worked hard with local land owners to produce a good course.  

So entries are open and we await numbers.   

 

Which then brings us to the first major Rally event of the year, the Inspirations Paint 

Capalaba Hinterland Rally.   Held out of the Imbil showgrounds on March 17.  This year 

the Mary Valley Show Society are welcoming us back with open arms.   Marius Swart from 

Inspirations Paint Capalaba and long-time QRC competitor, has thrown his support 

behind it.  We are aiming for a ‘quality’ event using the best of Imbil’s iconic roads to 

produce an enjoyable event.  I am Clerk of Course for the day, and look forward to 

members support to put on the usual BSCC top shelf effort.  More details appear 

elsewhere in this magazine.  Given the time of year, and before it gets too cold, we have 
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opted to have a reasonable night time component with three stages run at night.  We 

are also going to try something out on the main spectator point, which has three possible 

viewing areas over about 400m of road.   We also have a commentary team lined up to 

give some information on progress and who is coming up the road.  So, hoping that adds 

some sparkle to the day.  Anyone with a speed gun they can get their hands on, please 

let me know.   

 

Amongst all this frantic activity, we also have others up preparing for the rest of the year, 

the KCF Rallysport Short Course Challenge, the remaining two major events for the year, 

P3 Solutions Benarkin Rally and SR Automotive Manumbar Rally - the fun doesn’t stop any 

time soon. 

 

Before I sign off we must make mention of a couple of people.   Happy Birthday to Keith 

Fackrell from KCF Rallysport, supporter of the Short Course Rallies since 1996.  I am not 

sure if the negatives of that photo in the flares and big hair have been destroyed yet, 

because if not it is sure to resurface.   

Plus of course, behind the scenes over the whole Christmas and New Year period 

Margaret as always has been beavering away, putting in permits, responding to queries, 

sorting out certificates of insurance.  You name it.  So, it was very pleasing to attend the 

QRAP dinner last Saturday night where Margaret and club stalwart Jim Reddiex received 

the John Goasdoue Award for services to the sport of Rallying in Queensland.  Well done 

and long overdue. 

 

 
 

So that is it for this month.  I was going to say a lot of frantic people working hard, but 

reality is it is too small a number.   In March we do have a couple of well-known officials 

stepping into Rally HQ at Imbil on March 17 to train as future senior event officials.  They 

have or are getting their event command modules.   Myself and Deputy Clerk of Course 

Mal Bartolo are event assessors so will be watching their performance with an eye to 
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qualifying them for event command.  This is what the sport needs.  More people in the 

RIGHT roles.  Help out anyway you can, but without people doing the big jobs the small 

number now doing them will burn out.  We keep the emphasis on training of people in 

many roles to ensure a future for our sport.   When I tell people that the average QRC has 

about 150 officials I am often greeted with disbelief.   But it is a big enterprise we run.  Easy 

to say it is all broken and head elsewhere for thrills, but the true test is to make your patch 

better.   

 

See you all somewhere at a dusty place soon.   

 

 

 

Peter Flynn 

pflynnaus@gmail.com 

0423 204849 
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2017 THE YEAR OF RALLY DREAMS 
By Nathaniel Dillon 

 
Photo Credit: Sam Tickell, Racerviews.com, National Capital Rally 

The following is a wrap up of my rallying year that was in 2017.  I have tried to keep it a short as 

possible but with as much detail as I can, thanks for reading and I hope you enjoy reading as 

much as I enjoy making these dreams come true. 

How did the year and the ARC2 come about?  I had been waiting for a chance to compete in 

the ARC for a number of years as it has been a dream I had always wanted to fulfil.  I first 

contacted the relevant ARC people in October 2015 to make my thoughts known about the fact 

that there was not pathway for state level competitors to compete at ARC level with only outright 

awards/recognition given.   What does the average person have to aim for when there is no class 

awards/recognition given, there is no way most of us can fight with current or previous national 

champions.  It was pointed out to me at the time that the ARC was working towards an ARC2 

concept which did eventuate at the start of 2017.   

Come 2017 the ARC2 was announced, the concept and prize where much better than I had 

expected.  A quick overview for those unaware of the ARC2 the requirement is that each 

competitor had to enter their home state ARC and one other to score points, after the South 

Australian round the top three 4wd and 2wd points scorers would get a free entry into the winner 

takes all final at Kennards Hire Rally Australia (another part of my rally bucket list is to compete at 

Rally Australia) and 4x MRF Tyres.   It was my plan to compete in IROQ and National Capital Rally 

(Nat Cap) shortly after the planning started IROQ was cancelled causing a massive change to 

my plans.  In consultation with Katie (ARC Operations Manager) I was informed that the ARC2 regs 

would be changed to 2x state rounds (scored at half points) and 1x ARC round for ARC2 

competitors from QLD. My plan was changed to be SR Automotive Manumbar Rally, National 

Capital Rally and P3 Solutions Benarkin Rally and I subsequently registered on 23 rd March 2017 in 

time to score points at my first nominated round at Manumbar. 

While all this planning happened, I took the car and driver for a shakedown at the Future Auto 

Test and Tune in my favourite forest of Jimna.    In my opinion this event is great addition to the 

Qld rally calendar not only because it is extremely well organised but it also gives people a 

chance to test their cars before the season starts, gives competitors a chance to get sponsors and 

prospective new competitors into a rally car.    Although it was an extremely hot day the car ran 
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well with only a few small issues to fix when I got home and I was able to give a ride to two of my 

good friends who have helped me out, Sam from Racerviews.com and Liam. 

Photo: The trusty Hyundai Santa Fe is an excellent tow car and 

averages less than 10lt per 100km when towing the rally car 

and with all the spares in the back too. 

 

Next event was SR Automotive Manumbar Rally definitely a 

favourite of mine and one I had wanted to compete at for 

some time, especially since 2016 when I was one of the Deputy 

Clerk of Courses and got to see firsthand the quality roads and 

amazing organisation.   Unfortunately, due to the weather this 

event was postponed due to excessive rain.   Once again, 

another spanner thrown into the plan for the year as this event 

was rescheduled onto a date not long after Nat Cap and I now 

had no “warm up” event before Nat Cap.  

After a quick check of the calendar I soon found that a sprint 

event was being run at Urbenville.  I entered the Climatrol Air Conditioning Urbenville Sprint Rally 

and this would be the first event that Mark Malpas and I had competed in together and it was a 

good chance to get prepared for Nat Cap although the event was roadbook and not 

pacenoted.   This being only my second competitive rally in the car it was important that I get 

some more seat time and more importantly not damage the car as we would be in Canberra in 

a few weeks.  This point was hammered home when the on the way to the event the car came 

loose on the trailer and moved forward running into the winch, luckily it was only cosmetic 

damage.  Things then got a little trickier when I went to move the rally car only to realise that I had 

left the keys on the bench at home and locked the spare keys in the rally car (I have always kept 

the spare keys in the tow car for this reason), woops.    I then proceeded to break into my own 

car on the side of the very narrow road to get the spare keys, moved the car back into place, 

tied it back down and made it to Urbenville in time for scrutiny and the event start.   Overall the 

event went well, I found the car a little difficult to drive but we finished with no damage and 

picked up the win in P3 which was nice. 

A quick few points of note before talk about before the National Capital Rally, although I have 

competed in over 30 events I had been out of the driver’s seat for a number of years since the 

Gemini Series had finished in 2008, I have minimal experience in both FWD cars and on pacenoted 

events and also having only competed in a multi-day event once the, Allcomers section (using 

the roadbook which was allowed that year) at 2008 Rally Qld. 

My first ARC round the National Capital Rally would turn out to be an amazing if not difficult at 

times rally.     After months of planning, prep and packing we jumped into the mighty Hyundai 

Santa Fe tow car on Tuesday 23rd May for the first stint of the drive we would head from Murphys 

Creek to Newcastle to stay overnight at Mark’s good mate Russell’s house before continuing the 

journey on Wednesday to Canberra.   Arriving in Canberra on Wednesday in good time we 

dropped into the service park to find our place and get our new tyres fitted (thanks Stephen Mee 

for the use of the jack) before heading off to the shops for food and then our cabin 

accommodation before documentation (we got a gold star from ARC Operations Manager Katie 

for good paperwork with no errors or omissions) that night. 

Thursday was recce and scrutiny day we got out to the forest nice and early and managed to be 

first in line for a big day of recce.    I had decided to use a 1 to 6 system for my pacenotes and 

not having much experience in this field it was definitely a big learning curve for me, but hey what 
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better way to learn then do a rally with over 100km worth of roads to note.  Well in the end I felt I 

was getting much better and we made it out of recce just as the last stage was closing and the 

sun setting.   While we were doing this the guys (Russell, Jayke and Ben) took the car to scrutiny 

and there were not major issues beside some idiot (me) putting a few stickers in the incorrect 

location. 

Friday was shakedown/VIP ride day and the Rally Show which all went off without a problem and 

we were ready for the competition to start on Saturday.    Start of Day 1 and the nerves were up 

but the plan was to drive nice and steady and make it to the finish on Sunday afternoon as there 

was no point in coming all this way and not finish the rally.   Well that plan almost went out the 

window about halfway through the SS1 when I discovered that my pacenotes might not be up to 

scratch and I had a 90 right then left (3R into 3L in my system) as a 4R into 4L and we came in way 

too fast after I had just selected 4th gear, I chucked the car sideways threw it down a gear and 

hoped for the best.    We were in a massive slide staring straight out Mark’s window at a massive 

stump (the area had been logged) in my mind that was it, there was no way I could catch this 

and we would be pushing a massively rolled and damaged car onto the trailer really before the 

event had even started.    Amazingly I had slowed the car down enough flicked it back the other 

way and got around the left hander as well, backed it down to 1st gear and took off again.   

Watching the incar footage I still have no idea how we got away with that but maybe luck was 

on our side.   From that point on I decided that my pacenotes may not be the best and also, I 

might just need to back it off a bit more and enjoy myself and get to the finish.   This being our 

main chance at scoring ARC2 points we needed to finish and then who knows what may happen.   

SS3 produce the only other bit of excitement for the morning when I pick 5th gear on a long straight 

and two kangaroos jumped out in front of us, I hit the brakes and they moved of the road, down 

two gears and we were on our way only for a third kangaroo to jump out we avoided this one 

and continued again.   The rest of the morning continued without too many further incidents. 

 

Photo Credit: Sam Tickell, Racerviews.com, 

National Capital Rally 

 

Lunch time and service, the car was still going 

well with not much to do during service, just a 

general look over which revealed the only 

damage we got from the “off” was a small dent 

and large scratch on Mark’s door, a spanner 

check and we were back on our way.   The 

second pass over the stages proved to be just as enjoyable as the first and the stages were very 

nice to drive although they were a little dug up in the areas where they had been logged.   After 

the second pass it confirmed how tricky the corner on SS1 was this morning when we passed a 

top-level NSW competitor rolled on the very same spot.   The evening service was reasonably 

uneventful as well with just a lower control arm to be changed due to a worn ball joint, a quick 

wheel alignment check and off to the overnight parc ferme. 

Day 2 and it started raining during SS9 probably my favourite stage of the event with a good mix 

of different types of roads for a short stage but the rain was nothing compared to what was 

waiting for us at SS10.   At the stage start of SS10 I could see we were in for a very tricky stage 

ahead as it was pouring with rain.   Only about 1km from the start of the 19.73km we had a big 

moment when the car just aquaplaned on the slick and wet surface, we were about 100m from 

a 4L and I had no control over the steering or brakes but was doing everything I could to slow the 
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car down for the corner.   I managed to slow us down slightly but we both knew we were going 

into the bank on the outside of the corner luckily for us we hit the bank side on and that bounced 

us back onto the road.    A quick check of how the steering and the car felt on the next small 

straight and I realised that once again luck must be on our side.   Again, it came down to just 

making it though with no further problems or off-road excursions.   I have done a few wet rallies 

over the years (2008 Gallangowan springs to mind) but the combination of the amount of rain 

and the red soil made for one of the slipperiest and trickiest stages I have ever driven (at that point 

in time at least but more on that later), it was that wet that there were a few turn hard lefts and 

right that I thought we wouldn’t make it up on the hill on the exit of the corner.     We continued 

on at what I thought was a nice “safe” pace and halfway through the stage it was confirmed to 

me that I was going about this the correct way as we passed a big set of marks going into a bank 

on the outside of a lefthander.   Directly after the left was a right-hand corner and off on this corner 

were two of the other 2wd competitors.     The rest of the stage we passed a few more damaged 

cars and arrived at the finish of the stage where we were informed that no other cars had entered 

the stage after us due to the conditions.  

  

Photo Credit: Aaron Wishart, Wishart 

Media, National Capital Rally 

 

Driving off to the next stage via a refuel I 

soon realised that although we had got 

away with hitting the bank the wheel 

alignment was out and we had a massive 

vibration in the front end when we got up 

to higher speeds.   With no service and 

running out of time to make it to the next 

stage due to the amount of time it had taken us to do the SS10 we had no option but to drive 

through the next stage (the longest of the rally at 30.40km) in our current condition.   The next 

stage was another tricky one with completely dry and completely wet patches all throughout the 

stage just waiting to catch us out.   The front-end vibration made the going tough when above 

about 70km so care was once again taken to make it through to the end, we got passed by one 

of the ACT Championship cars right at the end of the stage but we made it, time to go to service 

and see what we can fix.   

 

In service we had a good look over the car but not enough time for a wheel alignment but 

discovered that the vibration was just mud built up inside the right hand front wheel from sliding 

into the bank on SS10, new wheels and 

tyres fitted and off we went to complete 

the final loop of stages.   The repeat of 

SS10 was cancelled so only two stages to 

make it to the finish and we made it 

through with no further issues. 

 

Photo Credit: Sam Tickell, 

Racerviews.com, National Capital Rally 

 

Sitting in the final regroup before the 

finish of the event neither of us were 
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thinking about the results I think just the fact that we had made it to the end of a tough rally and 

picked up some points was good enough.   The messages of congratulations were flooding in via 

text and Facebook which was super encouraging and thanks to all for that.   When were told that 

we would be next up over the finish I thought that is strange as they have only just done the top 3 

ARC cars but oh well we will do as told.   I drove the car in and started an interview with Adrian 

Coppin the Event Manager when he asked me the question “How does it feel to win the ARC 2wd 

section at the National Capital Rally” or something along those lines, I was blown away and 

probably showed it too and I can’t even remember what I said but couldn’t believe it.   The 

trophies came out and we were stunned, well that is one for the “pool room”.    The festivities 

done, there was no time to celebrate unfortunately as it is was time to put the car back on the 

trailer and make the 5hr drive back to Newcastle for the night.   We did have a beer that night 

once in Newcastle and off to bed before the drive back home and real life again.   Before I move 

onto the next event a quick recap of our results from Canberra that still shock me but as they say 

“to finish first, first you must finish” we ended up 11th outright ARC, 1st ARC 2wd and 1st ARC2 2wd, 

crazy stuff.   My only real disappointment from this rally was that we won the 2wd for ARC and 

ARC2 and were the only car from the entire field of the cars that finished and one of only a few 

including those who didn’t finish that didn’t get any air time in the TV footage for the event.   It 

was pleasing that later in the season we got a little more “air time” in the ARC and CAMS press 

releases and videos which is very nice.   As I am a firm believer the person who starts last car is just 

as important as the person who starts first car at all events. 

A quick turnaround between Nat Cap and the rescheduled SR Automotive Manumbar Rally 

turned out to be very tricky with a bunch of different things on the car requiring repair or 

replacement and only a team of one (myself) to work on the car in between events.   I got most 

things done in time bar a wheel alignment which would unfortunately hamper us during the event 

but that’s life I suppose.   The event was fun and I really enjoyed the roads but with the handling 

of the car and the change back from pacenotes to roadbook I found it really quite a hard event, 

not that it is ever supposed to be easy.   Overall in the event we didn’t have any major incidents 

or issues and I was happy with that as once again it was the goal to try and make it to the end of 

the event and possibly pick up some points for ARC2.    This didn’t eventuate as we finished outside 

the top 15 but another event down and more time in the car. 

 

Photo Credit: Sam Tickell, 

Racerviews.com, SR Automotive 

Manumbar Rally 

 

In June another spanner was 

thrown into the works when it was 

brought to my attention that the 

ARC2 regs had been changed 

post my registration/event 

nomination for my QLD state 

rounds and I would no longer be 

eligible as Rally Panel had 

nominated Manumbar and Wowan events for ARC2 points scoring in QLD.   This was an issue for 

me as the Wowan event was only 3 weeks before Nat Cap and the timing was just too close 

between the events not to mention that the event had passed by without me knowing about the 

regulation change.   I contacted QRAP for clarification and hopefully rectification of my issue as 

I had nominated and registered for the ARC2 before the ARC regs were changed to this new 
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version.   Thankfully with the help of Paul Woodward (QRAP) and Peter Macneall (ARC) I was 

allowed to keep my nominated events (Manumbar and Benarkin) and crisis averted as it would 

have been a big shame to miss out on the chance of an ARC2 finals spot due to a regulation 

change post my registration. 

The next few months was a bit of a gap in my rally year before the P3 Solutions Benarkin Rally in 

September so a chance to check over the car and start prep for the possibility of making the 

ARC2 Final as up to this point there was only one scoring round left for me and fellow ARC2 in Rally 

SA and we were leading the points score by some distance. During the “down time” I took the 

kids and did a roadblock at the Globe Roamer Imbil Rally as I like to help out where I can when 

not competing and like always it was an enjoyable day out in the bush and unfortunate I could 

fit in competing there. 

Next up was the P3 Solutions Benarkin Rally (running on the same day as the final points scoring 

round of ARC2 in Rally SA) but this event definitely didn’t go to plan.   I was driving home from a 

wheel alignment in Toowoomba only few days out from the rally when the engine rattled and 

stopped, luckily I was able to get some tradies to give me a push into the service station across 

the road so I didn’t block the traffic.   I managed to tow the car home with the help of Sam’s Dad 

Charles.   A quick inspection before heading off to work for the night revealed that the crank 

pulley bolt had come undone (probably the only bolt on the entire car I hadn’t checked) and 

allowed the key which aligned the crankshaft to the crank timing chain sprocket to jump out 

resulting pistons hitting valves, ouch.   No one ever said motorsport was easy or cheap I suppose.    

 

Luckily for us we knew going into this event that we were in a good position to make the ARC2 

Final at Rally Australia as we were leading the 2WD points so a DNS (my first ever DNS) didn’t cost 

us our place.   As I couldn’t fix the engine in time to compete so went up and did a roadblock, 

which although I was in a bad mood from not being able to compete I was more than happy to 

help out again.   Post Benarkin a “new” (170,000km) engine was found and fitted, having said that 

it was only a slight downgrade so to speak from the 80,000km engine that was previously fitted.   

Once again due to the closeness of the events I didn’t have a chance to get much done on the 

engine besides a change of oil, filter and a compression test ready for the MPS Web Consulting 

Service Yowie Country Rally which would be a good warm up for Rally Australia.   Unfortunately, 

this event was cancelled due to a lack of entries so an entry was put in for the KCF Rallysport Short 

Course Round 3 event but once again extreme weather would stop that event too.   It looks like 

we would be going into Rally Australia with a car and driver that needed a run and an engine 

that was a bit of an unknown. 

 

Photo Credit: Aaron Wishart, 

Wishart Media, Kennards 

Hire Rally Australia 

 

Ok the big one (Kennards 

Hire Rally Australia) and a 

massive tick off the bucket 

list, plus because we lead 

the ARC2 2wd nearly all year 

we were in with a shot of 

becoming an Australian 

Champion.   I have known all year that we didn’t have the pace to match some of the other 2wd 
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competitors so it was another case of a sensible drive to get to the finish and see how things go 

this tactic had worked for us before. 

After more months of planning and preparation we were finally off to Kennard’s Hire Rally 

Australia. Tuesday and Wednesday was recce and with having had the experience gained at 

National Capital Rally I knew what we were in for and was much better prepared having actually 

watched some of the pre-rally videos made available by the organisers.   I had also made the 

decision to change to a 1 to 10 pacenote system as I found the 1 to 6 system just didn’t have 

enough variation at the higher speed corners for me. We were once again up early in an attempt 

to be first in line and make the most of the time available to us for recce but on both days we 

were piped at the post by fellow Qlders Gerard and Erik, well done guys.   After two big days of 

recce we were done and had a good set of notes.  

 

Photo: The inside of the Santa Fe recce/service 

car 

 

 

Wednesday afternoon bought scrutiny well 

actually it turned out to be Wednesday evening 

as they were running about 1.5hrs late.   It was 

an eye-opening experience as they were scrutineering us like we were a WRC car, trying to 

implement rules that I have never even seen and I have been over the CAMS Manual multiple 

times to ensure that there would be no issues. We had a few small things that needed to be fixed 

and big thanks to Keith Fackrell and Dave Wood who were able to help us fix the issues and 

convince the fellow scrutineers that our car was legal as per the CAMS Manual.   Crazy stuff and 

I could go on about this but at least now we were ready to start the rally. 

Thursday came with some much-needed time in the car to check out the “new” engine which 

performed well during the shakedown stage.  I had a good time getting into the groove and also 

took a few VIPs for rides which was fun. After shakedown it off to the car wash and then back to 

the house to get the car all pretty for the Rally Show and start. Things like the Rally Show are not 

the highlight for some people as really it is just a bit of “froth and bubble” but hey that is all a part 

of an event at this level and it is a cool thing to do in my opinion. After driving over the ramp it 

was time for a quick last-minute check and then off home for a good night sleep as the fun was 

about to start big time tomorrow. 

Kennard’s Hire Rally Australia Day 1 wow I can’t believe that this is finally happening a dream is 

coming true today.  Seven stages faced us today and it was a mix of forestry and shire type roads 

today with the 26.68km of Sherwood the longest of the day. Pilbara was the opening stage all 

went to plan during this short, sharp and fast way 

to start the day.   SS2 was a forestry stage on red 

dirt type roads but was a great way to mix up the 

day and was very enjoyable and probably a little 

similar to some parts of Benarkin. Stage three 

Sherwood was an amazing stage, definitely a 

highlight of the rally and only slightly behind 

Nambucca as the best in the rally for me. The 

stage was mostly uphill which was not the best for 

an underpowered car but the sweeping corners 

followed by a forestry section which included a 
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very nice tight downhill part (reminded me of Jimna) made is super enjoyable to drive.  Back to 

service and all was still going well and according to plan.  

 

The afternoon was a repeat of the morning stages with the addition of a run through the 

Destination NSW Super Special Stage that evening.   The second pass through the Eastbank stage 

is where the rally started to get a little tricky firstly the car started to jump out of second gear when 

not kept under load, not sure how or why this started happening.   Secondly, we hit a large hole 

at the spectator point and this caused a massive drop in power, we concluded that it must have 

dislodged a baffle in the muffler and blocked off the exhaust.   The last 8km of the stage was hard 

going and I don’t think we even got over about 60kph.   After the finish control we pulled over 

and proceeded to drive a big hole in the side of the muffler so that we could at least continue 

on.   After the roadside repairs we continued on to the remote refuel before SS6, after the refuel 

we pulled over and decided to try and guestimate the size of the muffler so we could ring the 

guys and get them to buy a new one. SS6 was once again a great stage to drive and the car 

performed well although a little noisy with the big hole on the muffler. The final stage of the day 

was the Destination NSW Super Special Stage and we finally got there after an extremely long 

regroup due to the fact that the WRC cars run over this stage twice.   Once again, no issues 

although very hard to drive a stage like that while holding the gear stick in second, then off to 

service we were ready to hook into the large amount of work required that evening.   During 

service the guys managed to pull the exhaust off and fix the current muffler as unfortunately we 

guessed the wrong size when we called in earlier.   We had a play around with the gearbox cables 

to see if it was causing the gear issue but unfortunately that didn’t fix the problem, had a check 

over the car and made it into the overnight parc ferme with only seconds to spare and few small 

things to finalise in the 10-minute Saturday morning service. 

Another good night sleep and we were ready for the big one Nambucca, I have been looking 

forward too and waiting for this day/stage all year, 48.89km of pure rally heaven is the only way I 

can describe this stage.    By this stage of the event I was really getting used to using the new 1 to 

10 pacenote system and was starting to commit to the high-speed corner and trusting my notes, 

which is a very nice feeling.   The “new” and improved exhaust (minus most of the inside of the 

muffler) was working a treat and the car actually felt like it had some power for the first time in a 

few rallies so I wonder if we actually dislodged a baffle earlier in the year and it just took the hole 

in SS5 to finish it off. The nerves were up for the start of this one the longest stage I have done is 

35km so how would I approach the almost 49km of 

Nambucca? Like Jari-Matti? Go crazy, slow down and go crazy 

again at the finish, no way, just nice and steady and continue 

to enjoy the stages and make it to the end.   We got through 

with no problems besides the continually annoying gearbox 

issue and having to hold it in gear for all the second gear 

corners.   With only one hand on the wheel it is very hard to 

have any type of commitment in the tighter corners. Like all the 

other stages we were off the pace but that is not why we were 

here, it is all about fun and living the dream, plus the gearbox 

was losing us a lot of time too.   At the end of the stage I just 

remember one of the control officials looking at me a smiling, I 

think I smiled back because I had just had 38 minutes and 42 

seconds of pure bliss if I didn’t I definitely was smiling on the 

inside. I was fairly exhausted and downed a bottle and a half 

of water instantly and we were on our way to the next stage 

via a remote refuel. 
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Next up Newry another reasonable stage for us with just the gearbox continuing to be an 

annoyance.   Up until Rally Australia I was really struggling to get any feeling with the car and 

actually wasn’t enjoying driving the car, that did change probably halfway through Friday at Rally 

Australia and by the midpoint of Saturday I was having a great time and finally posting stage times 

around where I wanted to be against the other QRC 2WD cars.   The Raceway Super Special up 

next and another steady drive through this fun little stage.   I thought it was steady but one of my 

kids did say “Dad you were super-fast in the rally car” I thought that was funny and it was great to 

have my family there watching too.   Routine maintenance for service again and out for the 

afternoon with broken up version of Nambucca to come. 

SS12 Welshs Creek would unfortunately be our undoing for the afternoon when we hit the front 

edge of a concrete bridge that had been exposed due to a large hole developing in front of the 

bridge.   The resultant hit onto the forward edge of the bridge was massive considering our steady 

speed and the damage that followed put us out of the event for the day. We split both right hand 

side wheels, bent and cracked the stub axle where it joins to the strut, cracked the right rear 

trailing arm when the bent/flattened wheel rim hit it and it looks like we had even bent the right 

rear strut, bummer. I was very disappointed as we are always driving to finish but I have watched 

the incar over and over again and believe that there was probably nothing we could have done 

as we were not going fast when we hit the hit it was just maybe the wrong angle although we 

were straight and in the middle of the road.   Also, after reviewing the incar it confirmed how I was 

starting the feel better in the car and in the first 7km of Welshs Creek we were 9 seconds faster 

than the first pass for Nambucca, some encouragement for the future. When we pulled over a 

few hundred meters up the road our fellow ARC2 competitor Stephen Mee was pulled over 

changing a wheel, there was also another split wheel sitting on the side of the road which looked 

like it come from an S2000.   The next 30 to 60 minutes would be one of the craziest times I have 

seen at a rally ever and I have been going to rallies since I was 6 months old. We could hear the 

extremely loud bangs from cars hitting the same bridge corner that got us every second car 

seemed to stop in the area where we were to change tyres or proceeded to drive past with 

obvious damage. To give a quick recap of what happened, one of the NSW Evos arrived with a 

flat tyre and the steering column had broken it’s mounts and landed in the drivers lap, on top of 

that Mark and I proceeded to help change from memory flat tyres on about six different cars and 

like I said there was a number of cars that drove past with damage and I am lead to believe that 

one of the WRC2 cars also got two flats from the bridge. One of the craziest thing I have ever seen 

but it was now time to get the car back to the service park to see if we could fix it and get back 

out there tomorrow. 

Photo: The damage from “that bridge” 

 

Saturday night the guys once again put in 

a huge effort to get the car fixed as best we 

could with lots of straightening and welding 

of components.   We took the car for a test 

drive that night and it drove but crabbed 

down the road.   Really it was amazing that 

we could even get going again at all. 

Sunday morning and the weather was not 

good, wet conditions had set in and by the time we headed out to SS17 it was bucketing down 

with rain.   Well remember that wet Canberra stage that was one of the trickiest that I have ever 

done well SS17 at Rally Australia would now take the mantle for the trickiest.   The combination of 

wet roads, a gearbox jumping out of second and a crazing handling car made this stage so hard 
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to drive. A few kilometres into the stage we hit a super muddy patch and started to aquaplane 

from about 100m out from a lefthander and I was having flashbacks from Canberra, I could see 

we were lining up a really big tree to hit. Heading towards the bank on the outside I was once 

again trying to do anything and everything I could to slow the car and make it around the corner. 

It was all happening in slow motion but I was slowly getting the car under control even though we 

were still heading toward the bank and tree, by this point I had noticed some roadblock officials 

just up the bank starting to take evasive action themselves.   With the officials now out of the way 

we road up the bank and managed to pull the car up about 1m from hitting the tree (which 

another car had already hit judging by the marks on it) directly in the middle of the bonnet.   Back 

out onto the road and away we went to continue towards the finish of the stage which included 

two massive water crossings that were so deep that they were up to the high of the lights of the 

car.   

 In the second of these wates crossings the car almost died but lucky kept going up the big hill 

that followed.   Upon making it to the end I remember saying to Mark that this stage won’t run 

again as a car like ours won’t get up the hills at the end if this rain continues.   We had made it to 

the end of one stage and only a few to go to finish off the event but there was one further twist in 

the tail.   At the finish control it was brought to my attention that the repairs to the car hadn’t held 

up when one of the control officials confirmed that the rear suspension was again on a strange 

angle. Game over and time to call the guys to bring the trailer again, well that’s rallying I suppose.  

 

Photo: We tried to repair and patch it up but it broke even further on the Sunday. Game over 
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Photo: Both right hand wheel got bent and split 

The adventure was over so time to pack up the service area and head back to the house for 

some food and a few drinks to celebrate what was overall a good rally and a great year.   Before 

I finish up I do want to congratulate Stephen Mee and Matthew Harriott on the ARC2 2wd 

Championship a great drive from two very friendly and respectful guys and hopefully we get to 

compete again together in the future. 

 

Photo: It was muddy on Sunday and the 

water crossings were deep 

 

Last event for the year was another that I 

wasn’t competing in but have spectated 

at twice now, The Alpine of East 

Gippsland.   It was a bit marred by our 

delayed flight out of Brisbane and the 

weather in the area where the event is 

held in Victoria but wow an amazing experience and definitely one for the future and the bucket 

list.   You just can’t beat the sound of a naturally aspirated engine revving, combined with some 

seriously awesome cars and drivers at this event.   A big congrats to all the Qlders who competed, 

it would have been a super tricky event. 

So, in summing up what an amazing year a win in the ARC 2wd at National Capital Rally, leading 

the ARC 2wd points nearly all year, a free entry into my dream event (Kennard’s Hire Rally 

Australia), amazing rallies in QLD, NSW and ACT and only a slight disappointment of not finishing 

at Rally Australia but hopefully I will get a chance to go back one day. 

Now the final piece but also one of the most important, without the help and support of all the 

following people and businesses this year probably wouldn’t have been possible. To my beautiful 

family Julie, Vala and Bonnie it has been a year of sacrifice on your behalf, we didn’t have a 

holiday this year but your support and help to allow me to do this means a lot and I am not sure 

that I can ever say thank you enough. 

Mark we spent a lot of time and kilometres in cars this year thanks for you guidance and notes, I 

hope you enjoyed it as much as I did.   More family, Mum and Dad for their support and for 

providing fuel and the refuelling duties, Andrew, Tim, Amelia and Kurt. Jenny for allowing Mark to 

come out and play.  

Sam from Racerviews.com (main sponsor) for his press releases, photos, posters and general 

media advice and help. 

The service gurus (and guys I had never even meet until Nat Cap) Russell, Jayke, Ben, Gadget, 

Tony and Sprucy for providing an amazing car all the time and fixing things that probably would 

have put us out of the event if not for your skills and tools. The following businesses for their 

discounted products and/or services: One Stop Suzi Shop, WFM Co (welding work), Steerfast, 

Precision Steering and Suspension, Xtreme Skins.   The organisers and officials at all the amazing 

rallies during the year, Katie and Peter from ARC and Paul from QRAP for the administration 

support, all my friends and the entire QLD rally community for the messages of support and 

encouragement, it really did mean a lot. 
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Last but not least the ARC and Vivek from MRF Tyres for the creating and 

supporting the ARC2. I would recommend competing in the ARC2 if you have 

ever wanted to make the step up to the ARC level but at a more manageable 

level in terms of cost and time away from work. 

 

 

 

I hope I haven’t forgotten 

anyone and my apologies if I 

have. Thanks for reading it has 

been great to reflect on an 

amazing year and I hoped 

you enjoyed the read. 

 

 

 

Photo: Following a Hyundai i20 WRC through regroup 
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DATE EVENT TYPE LOCATION 

10 FEB 2018 FUTURE AUTO CLUB RALLY TEST ‘N TUNE 

COME ‘N TRY 

 

JIMNA 

25 FEB 2018 CAMS QUEENSLAND 

MOTORSPORT EXPO 

CLUB DISPLAY AND 

SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

 

NORWELL 

3-4 MARCH 2018 OFF ROAD LONG COURSE 

THORNTON 

 

QORC THORNTON 

17 MAR 2018 INSPIRATIONS PAINT 

CAPALABA HINTERLAND 

RALLY 

 

QRC1 IMBIL 

14 APR 2018 KCF RALLYSPORT SHORT 

COURSE 

 

SHORT COURSE RD 

1 

 

GLASTONBURY 

23 JUN 2018 KCF RALLYSPORT SHORT 

COURSE 

 

SHORT COURSE RD 

2 

 

SOUTH BURNETT 

18 AUG 2018 P3 SOLUTIONS BENARKIN 

RALLY 

 

QRC3 

 

BENARKIN 

22 SEP 2018 SR AUTOMOTIVE 

MANUMBAR RALLY 

 

QRC4 

 

MANUMBAR 

27 OCT 2018 KCF RALLYSPORT SHORT 

COURSE 

 

SHORT COURSE RD 

3 

 

IMBIL 
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Imbil Showgrounds, 17th March 2018 
Entries are now open.  Come on up and enjoy: 

• Based out of Imbil Showgrounds, we are using the main ring this time 
for an intimate feel.  Catering all day.   

• Camping free in showgrounds, toilets and hot showers 
• 4 Stages run twice by day, 3 stages at night 
• First car away approx. Noon, due back just after 7.30pm 
• 2 Spectator points, main one with 3 separate viewing locations over 

400m.  Live commentary being provided. 
• As of latest course check, course contains no !!! triple cautions, (future 

weather dependent of course) 
• Iconic Imbil roads, fast and flowing mixed with tight and technical 
• QRC, novice, clubman, junior sections available as well as multi-club 

daylight  
 
Supp Regs and Entry forms available at www.bscc.asn.au  See events tab of 
BSCC facebook page for updates.   
 

http://www.bscc.asn.au/
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DATE THEME GUEST PRESENTER 

 

TUESDAY 6TH MARCH 

2018 
 

(TUESDAY THIS MONTH TO 

AVOID CLASH WITH RALLY 

PANEL AND OTHER EVENTS) 

OUR EVER-POPULAR  

CO-DRIVERS NIGHT 

GET YOUR SEASON OFF AND 

RUNNING WITH EVERYTHING YOU 

NEED TO KNOW ABOUT SITTING IN THE 

SILLY SEAT 

TBC 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 9TH MAY 

2018 

 

 

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY 

2018 

 

 

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 15TH 

AUGUST 2018 

 

 

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 10TH 

OCTOBER 2018 

 

YEP – ONE MORE TIME, TELL US WHAT 

YOU WANT 

 

 

IN 2018 WE WOULD LIKE TO FOCUS ON MORE TECHNICAL ISSUES THAT WILL ASSIST COMPETITORS AND 

OFFICIALS – PLEASE EMAIL YOUR IDEAS ON TOPICS YOU’D LIKE US TO COVER.   

EMAIL bscc@ozemail.com.au  

mailto:bscc@ozemail.com.au
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Changes to the Transport Operations (Road Use) 

Management regulations now allows Event Organisers to 

engage Event Traffic Marshals to undertake limited traffic 

control duties in low risk environments.    The nominated 

Event Traffic Marshal needs to undergo a relatively simply 

assessment after reading and learning the procedure as 

approved by Queensland Govt. 

There are two documents to read  : ETM-Pre-assessment 

Material and ETM-Special Event Approved Procedure 

 

One you have read and understand the information you 

simply answer 20 questions on the Event Traffic Marshall 

Assessment form along with your name, address, DOB 

etc.   Once completed this form is then emailed to 

Event_Traffic_Marshals@tmr.qld.gov.au  and you will 

receive your accreditation in due course. 

As Event Organisers we are required to do a pre-event checks that you are capable for 

the role and that the role meets the low-risk assessment guidelines.   

We’d like to encourage as many of you as possible to complete the assessment and 

apply for your Event Traffic Marshall accreditation.  On many occasions where rallies or 

off-road events start or finish close to public roads is could be extremely beneficial to our 

events to utilise your skills for these roles without having to hire & pay for traffic controllers. 

It's also another feather in your cap as officials and could come in handy if you’re 

involved in other sporting or community events.  

Any queries please contact the club and we 

hope to see loads of accredited Event Traffic 

Marshals in 2018. 

 

 

 

mailto:Event_Traffic_Marshals@tmr.qld.gov.au
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Engel Fridge/Freezer Model MRFT 514-A4 
 

14 L – Steal Case 42 H x 51 L x 27 W (cm) 

240v & 12v – both leads included 

In working condition 

$200.00 – Cash 

 

 

 

 

This Fridge has seen many camping 4WD and 

camping Trips over many years 

 

CONTACT 

Keith & Margaret Mackay - Cleveland     

07 3286 1584 
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With the assistance invaluable of Kevin Lefever and Margaret Mackay, Brisbane 

Sporting Car club has formulated a suite of information documents for our 

valued officials. 

You can find these documents on our website  

http://bscc.asn.au/resources/officials  

They include: 

Code of Conduct for Officials 

General Terms and Definitions for All Officials 

Stage Commanders Manual 

Information for Deputy Stage Commander Stop 

Information for Time Control Officials 

Information for Start Control Officials 

Information for Flying Finish Control Officials 

Information for Road Closure Officials 

What to bring with you 

Radio Communication General Info 

Radio Set installation 

SOS Manual 

Sometimes you don’t know what you 

don’t know. 

These documents are designed to 

help you navigate the various roles at 

events. 

Maybe you’ve considered doing a 

new role at an event – have a read of 

these documents to help you take the 

next step into a new role. 

http://bscc.asn.au/resources/officials
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CHIEF MARSHAL/S WANTED 

 

We had some great contributions at the recent strategic planning 

session.   One area we specifically sort feedback on was from our 

officials.   Of the many points raised for consideration one was the 

need for a focal point for officials at events.  The ‘go-to’ person for all 

their needs.  From 2018 BSCC is looking to nominate a Chief Marshal 

at each event.  Ideally it would be the same person at every event 

however we know that people struggle to come to every event – 

want to try a different role at the next event or think that you can 

commit to this role for the year – we’d love to hear from you.   

Duties to include 

• Being central contact point for officials at events.  Someone they 

know they can raise an issue with. 

• Identify, organise or assist with training sessions prior to events.  

Comms, control procedures etc. 

• On event assist with ensuring we bring all our people home safe 

from the bush. 

• Oversee gear issue and return. 

• Nomination of officials for CAMS awards. 

If you think you can assist with being the one officials look to, please 

contact BSCC at bscc@ozemail.com.au or call Peter Flynn 0423 

204849.   

mailto:bscc@ozemail.com.au
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Cams will be showcasing all things motorsport at this expo 

and doing a significant amount of advertising leading up 

to the event.  We need your help for the following duties: 

-People to man the display 

throughout the day 

-People to help with the 

sausage sizzle  (BSCC will be sizzling 

sausages all day to feed the large crowd! And 

we’re the only hot food on the day – should 

be big!!)  

25th February 2018 Performance Driving 

Centre, Norwell 

9.00am to 3.00pm 

Register your involvement by emailing the club : bscc@ozemail.com.au  

Time to put your volunteer hat on! 

mailto:bscc@ozemail.com.au
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Not long to go till BSCC presents Mike’s Toughest Rally Test 

(Test N Tune) and  

Mike’s Toughest Rally (Come N Try). 

 

John Keen and the Farkeen Team have everything set for a 

great weekend at Jimna. 

 

New showers at Jimna will make camping a whole lot more 

enjoyable – so lock in the date and we’ll see you in the 

forest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
http://www.bscc.asn.au/images/clubevents/FutureAutoMik

esTest/futureautosupregsapproved2.pdf  

http://www.bscc.asn.au/images/clubevents/FutureAutoMikesTest/futureautosupregsapproved2.pdf
http://www.bscc.asn.au/images/clubevents/FutureAutoMikesTest/futureautosupregsapproved2.pdf
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Register to assist at this great event. 

Catering crew required, recovery crews required, general 

marshals required. 

https://bscc.wufoo.com/forms/lockyer-enduro-off-road-

officials-reg/ 

Saturday 3rd & 

Sunday 4th March 

2018 

https://bscc.wufoo.com/forms/lockyer-enduro-off-road-officials-reg/
https://bscc.wufoo.com/forms/lockyer-enduro-off-road-officials-reg/
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https://www.facebook.com/BrisbaneSportingCarClub 

https://www.facebook.com/SRAutomotiveManumbarRally 

www.facebook.com/BenarkinRally 

https://www.facebook.com/cmpconsultingglastonburyrally 

https://www.facebook.com/Lockyer300/  

 

 

If you’re on Twitter you can search for us  

@Brisporting 

https://twitter.com/Brisporting  

Find us and follow us for all the latest info and motorsport 

tweet, tweets! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/BrisbaneSportingCarClub
https://www.facebook.com/SRAutomotiveManumbarRally
http://www.facebook.com/BenarkinRally
https://www.facebook.com/cmpconsultingglastonburyrally
https://www.facebook.com/Lockyer300/
https://twitter.com/Brisporting
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Specialising in classic & custom cars, 

motorsport & 4X4 from minor repairs to 

full rewires. 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Business Card Page 
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Brisbane Sporting Car Club 

Honorary Board 

President ............................... Peter Flynn 

Vice President ....................... Paul Woodward 

Secretary ............................... Margot Knowles 

Treasurer ................................ Rod Sams 

Club Captain ......................... Ryan Preston    

Immediate Past President ... Barry Neuendorff 

Board Members .................... Barry Neuendorff, Rod Sams, Peter Flynn, Tony Kabel, 

 Paul Woodward, Margot Knowles, Craig Porter, Russell Hewett, John Black, David Bannister, John Coleman  

CAMS Delegate .................... Paul Woodward 

Magazine Editor .................... Margot Knowles 

Membership Officer ............. Margaret Mackay (0412 553 186) 

Officials Liaison Officer………..Brian Gavin 

Social Media………………Adrian Clark 

 

THE NEWSLETTER OF 

THE BRISBANE SPORTING CAR CLUB 

All correspondence to:  

Brisbane Sporting Car Club  

Unit 16 - 23 Ashtan Place  

Banyo QLD 4014  

Phone: (07) 3267 7647 

 

Email- Club: bscc@ozemail.com.au 

Magazine: margot@salestactics.com.au 

Website: www.bscc.asn.au 

 

 

 

If you’ve got something to contribute to the magazine we’d love to hear from you. 

 

 
 

ftp://Club:_bscc@ozemail.com.au/
ftp://Magazine:_bfsmith@tpg.com.au/
mailto:margot@salestactics.com.au
http://www.bscc.asn.au/
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On behalf of the Board of Brisbane Sporting Car Club and Membership Registrar, 

     Margaret Mackay, it is with great pleasure that we welcome the following new or  

returning Members to our Club. 

Welcome to: 

Christine Robertson – Member No: 4944 

 

Adrian Coppin – Member No:4945 

 

Paul Roatti – Member No : 4946 

 

Lyle Sirett – Member No: 4949 

 

Dale Hancox – Member No: 4948 

 

Blake Wilson – Member No: 4947 

 

Cailin Williamson – Member No: 2614-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old members re-joining: 

 

Mark Neary – Member No: 3331 

 

Richard Galley – Member No: 3453 

 

Sheridan Hetherman – Member No: 2614 
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Did you know you can advertise in the Magazine? 

And it’s as cheap as chips! 

Advertising Rates are: 

Full Page Colour:              $220.00 per year 

Half Page Colour:             $110.00 per year 

Quarter Page Colour:       $55.00 per year 

Magazine advertising is due for renewal on the 1st January each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the Link to order online 
 

https://bscc.wufoo.com/forms/brisbane-sporting-car-club-shirt-order-form/ 

 

Or go to the BSCC website and under Resources you’ll find the order form. 

 

 

Shirt is $30 ea. plus $4.50 for optional pocket. 

 

 

 

Club Polo Shirts 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ZXg7BnclzwnTx?domain=bscc.wufoo.com
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SIZES 
MEN  

Garment Measurements 
Measurement:            S     M    L      XL   2XL    3XL    5XL 

Garment Half Chest    52   55   58   62   65      71      79 

LADIES  
Measurement:            8          10      12        14      16        18      20     22        24 
Garment Half Chest    46.5     49      51.5     54      56.5     59      62     65        68 

 

We’re sure you’ve seen lots of Club Members in these great looking shirts – 

get yours now! 

 

 


