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Happy New Year!

What’s in this month’s edition?
•

It’s a big edition!
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PRESIDENTS REPORT JANUARY 2018
Welcome to 2018 and Happy New Year
to all members and their families. I trust
everyone had some time off over
Christmas and a chance to rest and
recharge. I did manage to kick back
for a bit, so time to get back into it
ahead of what promises to be a
bumper year of events, weather Gods
permitting.
Looking at the calendar as it stands today we have 9 major activities
planned for the year plus club nights and more to come. There will be some pretty frantic
people working hard and needing our support. Plus, some happy campers at the end
of it having enjoyed some good quality action, some fun and adventures and the
company of good people. Here’s hoping for a good year.
It is nothing new but there is a certain logic guiding the structure and types of events this
year. As has been developing for a while now. It is all about building our base of good
quality organisers and officials, bringing in new and returning competitors to keep the
competition alive and exciting and working with our partners and supporters to achieve
the best outcome for everyone. So unashamedly I will be banging on about skill
development and recognition of all involved at all levels this year so we finish better than
we started.
It is not rocket science but looking in general at the events coming we have:
We open with the now traditional Future Auto Test ‘n Tune and Come ‘n Try at Jimna on
Feb 10. John Keen is reporting that some significant good work has been done on roads
up there. I have seen bits myself and the Mile and a Quarter Road area is certainly
different now for one. So, we have two good stages for Test ‘n Tune plus of course
around 4 km of Come ‘n Try. Last year we trialled using an external driving instructor and
that is happening again. Entries are open so get them in and get those cars dusted off
and out to make ready for the year ahead.
With the Come ‘n Try we
continues to try and provide
a relatively safe environment
to entice people to give
rallying a go, and have someone on hand to give this initial skill boost to help on the way.
Plenty of frightened Excels out there I reckon.
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In a step up from 2017 the club has also committed to running three major events this
year as part of the QRC so we will need lots of support to make rallying in Queensland
strong for 2018.
•

•

•

Inspirations Paint Capalaba Hinterland Rally will be based in Imbil Showgrounds
this year. We welcome on board Marius Swart as event sponsor. It will be round
1 of the QRC to get things underway. Marius’ brief has been to make it a quality
event to be kind on the machinery, and planning is well advanced to give the
best we can from Imbil. Being the season opener, we have opted to include a
bit of everything across 4 daylight stages on iconic roads with a few other bits and
variations thrown in. We are also looking at it as the ‘night’ event of the QRC
season, so there will be 3-night stages all close by Imbil. More event details appear
elsewhere.
P3 Solutions Benarkin Rally will be held again on August 18th.
Benarkin is a
technical forest and we are looking to exploit that area again to host the 3rd round
of the QRC. Not much detail is to hand at present, but we are looking at what
else can be added to make the event attractive in what should be prime (if chilly)
rally weather Stay tuned later in the year
SR Automotive Manumbar Rally has become a much-anticipated part of the QRC
and the BSCC year and it will be round 4 of the QRC on September 22nd. That is a
change in date from previous years and it is to allow Simon and Margot Knowles
to do some competition themselves and also to reimagine the event. Possible
new roads have been found in new areas and given the longer hours of daylight
in September they are hoping for a full daylight only event. Plus a few other
surprises are being evaluated so once again, something to look forward to later in
the year, stay tuned.

As another vital part of the club calendar, we are running the KCF Rallysport Short Course
Challenge again for 2018. Keith Fackrell is coming back again, for the umpteenth time
(since Ari Vatanen was in short pants) to help us put on these valuable events. Keith is
hopefully working on a weather machine because we want all three to go ahead this
year. To step things up a bit, we are going to award points across all three rounds in 2018
to count towards the awarding of the BSCC Short Course Champion. We can get to
see who can do it the fastest and the shortest. We are also working on some sort of
‘index of performance’ to recognise the back end of the field and reward improving
performances. So, far the maths has eluded me as to how to do that, so if any Brainiac’s
out there have an idea I am all ears. The events will all take the same format of
• 50-60km of competitive over two stages run three times
• Two passes of recce in the morning
• All daylight, compact events run from central point
The first event kicks off on April 14 at Glastonbury with Craig Porter as C-of-C so another
one to look forward to. These events are valuable sources of ‘seat time’ plus a great
chance to learn and practice the skills of pace noting and recce should you wish. We
are also really intending them to be a training ground for officials.
If you have any
desires to be involved in course setting, course cars, event command, anything then let
myself or the club know. Out of these events we need to be finding the next groups of
organisers and fast.
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We are also promoting the Lockyer Enduro in March,
which is a State Championship Off-Road Long Course
event over two days based at Thornton. Everyone
loves the huge horse power machines running 750HP
or more. Everything looks to be coming together so
we eagerly anticipate that one as well.
The final grouping is our club nights. We had a couple of very successful one’s last year,
all aimed at imparting knowledge and skills to our people. We kick off 2018 with the
MCA Suspension Night at Roo Systems on January 31. Murray Coote is somewhat of a
rally legend and a hugely entertaining presenter. Josh is a well-established competitor
in his own rite. So, for those with, and even for those without MCA suspension, plus of
course anyone else interested. This should be a hugely entertaining and informative
evening. Further club nights will develop through the year so watch this space.
Out of the successful strategic planning meeting late last year, for 2018 we are looking to
implement some initiatives. Iain Robertson gave us a thought provoking presentation on
what does and does not motivate officials. Not
only did he talk the talk, he will walk the walk and
has volunteered to be Chief Marshall at the
Inspirations Paint Capalaba Hinterland Rally at
Imbil on March 17. Iain will be the central gotoo guy for officials. That event having a night
component, we will be working with him on ways
to ensure we ‘bring our people home’ once the
fun is run, and make sure they get a chance for
a feed and generally ensure we show our
appreciation.
One other thing to note for 2018 is reading the latest CAMS Manual, HANS devices will
become compulsory at Multi-Club level from 1 January 2019. So yes, we will still offer a
Multi-club level at Imbil for instance, but accept that the meaning of the multi-club
section will transition across the year. It will not be a means of not wearing a HANS for
much longer ; take the opportunity to work out a plan. I do know they can be
uncomfortable at first, and they are a problem in traffic (not much of that in the forest!).
But having worked out ways to make it work, I now feel naked without one. So multi-club
will start to exist for a different reason and at Imbil for instance it is for those who don’t like
night stages. Without trying to be controversial, these are the facts and fore-warned is
fore-armed.
I also acknowledge the ‘Christmas Crew’ who have been working so hard over the break
to ensure things happen for the first part of 2018. Margaret has of course been firing off
permits to one and all at a furious pace. John Keen and his crew have been working
on the Future Auto Test ‘n Tune at Jimna, Kent Lawrence, Paul Woodward (before he
went into hospital) and I have been roaming around Imbil with some help from Mal
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Bartolo to pull an event together. Laurie and Tait Svenson have been working on the
off-road event. Craig Porter and his crew have been putting together the KCF Short
Course at Glastonbury and Margot and Simon Knowles have even been looking at roads
for Manumbar. I have no doubt missed someone, but you get the picture. Not everyone
has had their feet up as much as they should have - when they ask for help in weeks and
months to come, please respond to assist.
As I close it is also good to hear that our VicePresident Paul Woodward has come through
his major heart surgery OK, and is now on the
road to recovery. He has a period of rehab
and physio ahead in coming months. But we
expect to see him back on deck later in the
year. We wish him a speedy recovery.

So let’s keep our fingers crossed for fair winds
and kind weather patterns and enjoy what
promises to be a bumper year.

Peter Flynn
pflynnaus@gmail.com
0423 204849
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Early last year myself and John Coleman were talking to Shaun Dragona about Rally
Australia and looking at helping the course car team in some way. John commented
that we could possibly do slow sweep. Shaun had a better suggestion - the Double Zero
car. As I was already involved in training to become a Rally Course Checker for some
events in QLD and having completed a course check and double zero for two QRC
events and two rounds of the KCF short course series I thought I had a bit of an idea what
may be required for the rally in Coffs Harbour. WRONG. After letting Shaun know that
John and I were would like to join his team the phone calls, text messages and emails
started.
Information such as stage maps, safety plans and course car manuals etc. started
flowing. As for the event itself there were a number of things that needed to be done
before the rally even started. One of the most important tasks was to carry out a
reconnaissance of the course which included the special stages, super specials and
liaison stages. We needed to be familiar with the course and know where we needed
to go - not a good look for the Double Zero to get lost!
In October, John and I decided to go to Coffs Harbour to do our reconnaissance. We
left Brisbane on a Friday afternoon and after a good trip down we booked into a cabin
that had been arranged for us by the rally office. Waiting for us was a box full of paper
work. In it was a full set of road books, setup notes and maps. After having a look at
them in more detail we started to get a sense of how big this event really is.
After a good night’s sleep, we were on the road at 5am. We decided to head south
and have a look at the Saturday stages first and then make our way back north to do
the Friday and Sunday stages. A quick stop for breakfast and we headed to the start of
the Nambucca. We found the time control and start line without any trouble due a
great set of setup notes provided. These included photos and grid references. Oh, did
I mention that it started raining the night before? And it was still raining and didn’t stop
all day? In saying that the road was in good condition due mainly to the stage being
run on closed public and shire roads. With the cruiser’s center diff locked in we had a
great run though the stage. Our average speed was just under 50 kph which was not
bad considering the road was open and not closed just for John to have a play on!
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After Nambucca we checked the remote refuel point location in Bowraville and then
drove the 20.86km Newry stage, again no problems and road was in good shape. After
Newry we had to check the liaison to Raceway Super Special but were unable to drive
the stage itself as the circuit was closed.
During the event, competitors will return to Coffs Harbour for service and refuel after the
Raceway Super Special before heading south again to tackle Welsh’s Creek and Argents
Hill. These two stages were the original Nambucca stage split into two for the afternoon
leg and then another run through Newry.
As we had already checked these stages we headed back to Coffs Harbour for some
lunch and a quick drive around Destinations NSW Super Special (well not so quick) and
then to the north of Coffs Harbour for the afternoon. Our plan was to drive as much of
the event as we could that afternoon and finish of on Sunday morning before returning
home. We got through the remaining six stages Pilbara, Eastbank, Sherwood, Pilbara
Reverse, Bucca and Wedding Bells just as the sun was going down so it was back to town,
a quick wash for the Cruiser and some dinner and a nice glass of red ☺ at the RSL club.
We were back on the road at 6am the next morning and thanks to daylight savings we
were home by 10.30am.
The Rally lead up
On Tuesday, the 14th of November John and I were off to Coffs Harbour again but this
time we had our wives with us for support and to keep us feed and watered - there may
have been a little shopping as well. We arrived at midday and decided to go and sign
in and pick up our office’s packs. After picking up the keys we settled into our base for
the week which was a very nice house in Sawtell just 5 minutes from the service park. The
only job that afternoon was a quick run out to the Raceway Super Special for a couple
of reconnaissance runs. That evening Shaun had arranged some drinks and pizza for us
and the rest of the course car team to get to know each other. Thanks Shaun!
Wednesday morning we all meet up again at the service park to prepare our cars for the
event. The course car service manager is a good mate of ours Craig Plant. He had
everything ready for us when we arrived.
The Cruiser had to be fitted out with more electronics than you could poke a stick at. It
already had BSCC radio fitted as well as a UHF, Terra Trip, flashing roof lights and a siren.
The other equipment still to be fitted was a Rallysafe unit the SIT WRC tracking system a
Rally radio and a roof mounted 360 view camera. We had four aerials and three GPS
receivers mounted to the car as well as about 30 meters of wiring and aerial leads to
make it all work. The final touch were the rally decals and 00 plates on the doors. We
were also supplied with a pile of stage gear we had to carry - caution boards, stakes,
bunting etc.
The only other thing that day was a briefing with the Clark of the Course at the rally
headquarters.
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As well as myself and John we were joined in the car by two other crew members. The
first was a gentleman by the name off Lofty Drews. Lofty is a very well respected and
champion codriver from several years ago. He has competed with some very famous
rally drivers including Shekhar Mehta and Rauno Aaltonen just to name two. The real
rally heads reading this will know who they are. The forth crew member was Lisanne
Abutan or as we liked to call her “The Codrivers Codriver” - I need as much help as I can
get. Lisanne is visiting from Holland and studying at UQ in Brisbane and until this event
the only rally experience she had was helping at a time control at the QRC in Benarkin.
Just as well she is a quick learner.

Thursday was an easier
day and after carrying out
00 car duties for the
National shakedown stage
and some spectating at
the WRC shakedown we
met the girls back in Coffs
Harbour for a look at the
Rally
Show
and
Ceremonial Start. Then it
was an early night for an
even earlier start to the
rally the next morning.
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Friday, Day 1
An early start had us heading to the service park before sun up to start our official duties
for our first WRC event as Double Zero Car. We arrived at the service park to find the
only people there that early were the security guards the TC1 (time control) crew setting
up and the WRC team cooks. The security guard had our “00” paper work pack ready
for us when we arrived and after helping with a little set up of TC1 and doing a radio
check we left on time and headed to Pilbara 1.
The liaison to SS1 was just over 18 km which gave us some time to get ourselves sorted in
the car for the day. Arriving at Pilbara we realized that there were plenty of people up
much earlier than us that morning. The time control and start line were fully set and
ready to run. One of our jobs as double zero was to check that all the time controls were
set up correctly to ensure it looked good on TV. The timing gear and communications
were also checked and we were ready to start our first WRC stage.
The Pilbara stage at 9.71 km started out tight and twisty in cleared forest with three creek
crossings before finishing with a very nice fast and flowing section. Our first stop was to
move an official international photographer who was standing in a dangerous spot over
a blind crest. With Lofty checking that all the road blocks were in place and that the
bunting was where it was supposed to be and after a couple more stops to ask some
spectators to move further from the road we arrived at the finish off SS1. The Flying Finish
and Stop Control were all set and ready to go. With help from Lisanne in the back seat
we completed the stage ready paper work and handed it off to the Deputy Stage
Commander before contacting rally headquarters to advise that the first Stage was set
and ready for competition. Listening to the rally radio it was good to hear that the Zero
car and car 1 got away on time.
Eastbank 1 was the next stage of the day. It was 18.92 km another good stage, well set
up and ready to go on time. It is a credit to the Stage Commanders and all off their
team members because without their hard work an event like this would just not be
possible. Thanks guys!
After Eastbank it was off to refuel at Glenreagh Showgrounds and then to one of the best
if not the best stage of the Rally Australia. Sherwood 1 is run on some very fast flowing
roads with great camber on the apex on most of the corners. The road must have been
made by a Rally driver. After a good run through Sherwood it was back to Coffs Harbour
for service before a second run over the stages in the afternoon. The last stage for the
day was a run over Destination NSW Super Special. Arriving at the S/Special it was
obvious from the number of spectators streaming in to have a look that rallying in
Australia is alive and well. After a run through the stage and trying not to run over any
seagulls we head back to the service park for last time that day.
Saturday, Day 2
Day two had us up even earlier than day one and after picking up our paper work from
the service park and checking the time control and timing system it was off to the longest
stage of the rally, Nambucca at 48.89 km’s. There was a 62-km liaison down the highway
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the get to Special Stage so we had some time to clear the cobwebs before the start of
a long day. Nambucca had a combination of road surfaces from fast open gravel shire
roads, some bitumen and tight twisty forest roads. It was surprising to see so many
spectators out that early as well as a lot of residents that live along the stage were ready
to party for the day. This stage had an extra task for us to check. The organizers had
decided to place large pink barrels on some of the apexes to stop the rally cars cutting
the corners and damaging the roads. The stage went well and we finished with in good
time with the car 1 again starting on time.
From Nambucca, we went to Bowraville for a quick stop and some breakfast at the
bakery where we caught up to Safety 1 with Tony and Belinda Howard. One of their
jobs was to drive Michele Mouton through every stage. Michele is the FIA Rally Safety
Coordinator for all the WRC events. From Bowraville we headed over to Newry and then
to the Raceway Super Special where there was also a large crowd gathering. A 19-km
liaison had us back at the service park for a break before heading back to Nambucca
for three stages - Welshs Creek, Argents Hill and Newry.
Argents Hill was the live TV stage for the day. At the end of the stage there were TV
production trucks, helicopters and more cameras than you would know what to do with.
All that was left that day was to return to Coffs Harbour for another run through
Destinations NSW Super Special. Due to a problem with the bridge in Newry stage, the
Zero Car was delayed so we were asked by headquarters to do zero as well as double
zero for this stage. This was the first time we got use our siren and with it going John was
3.2 seconds faster over the 1.27 km stage. There is something to be said about the Red
Mist or maybe he thought he was being chased by a police car - either way it was faster.
One more drive to the service park to check the time control at regroup and we were
done for the day.
Sunday, Day 3
On Sunday there was a change in the weather with some rain overnight and some
passing storms during the day. Our first stage of the day, Pilbara Reveres, was run ok and
on time. During our pass on the next stage, Bucca we got a call from Safety 1 advising
they had a flat tyre and had to stop to make a change. To avoid any rally delays we
were asked to stop and pick up Michele Mouton and continue through the stage so she
could complete her safety
check of the stage. We
found Belinda and Michele
waiting for us on the side of
the road. Navigating from
the rear seat with Lofty we
got through the stage and
delivered Michele back to
Belinda safe and sound at
the start of the next stage,
Wedding Bells.
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Just before starting Wedding bells for the first time a storm rolled through and dumped a
lot of water on the stage. We slipped and slid our way through the stage and the cruiser
made the biggest splash at the creek crossing much to the delight of all the spectators
standing in the pouring rain. From there it was a run back to service for the last time and
then back to Pilbara reverse only to find that it had to be canceled due to the earlier
storms. A final run through Wedding Bells (this time the Power Stage) and we were nearly
done for the weekend. Just the removing and returning of all the gear we fitted to the
car on Wednesday to do.
It was a long and tiring 5 days at Rally Australia but something the four of us really
enjoyed. I must give a big thank you to John, Lofty and Lisanne for all their help - it
certainly made my job much easier. Also, a shout out to Shaun and the rest of the Course
Car team for a great job by all and if they will have us we will be back in November this
year!

WRC Victory in Coffs for Thierry
Neuville
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DATE

EVENT

TYPE

LOCATION

10 FEB 2018

FUTURE AUTO CLUB RALLY

TEST ‘N TUNE
COME ‘N TRY

JIMNA

25 FEB 2018

CAMS QUEENSLAND
MOTORSPORT EXPO

CLUB DISPLAY AND

NORWELL

3-4 MARCH 2018

OFF ROAD LONG COURSE
THORNTON

QORC

THORNTON

17 MAR 2018

INSPIRATIONS PAINT
CAPALABA HINTERLAND
RALLY

QRC1

IMBIL

14 APR 2018

KCF RALLYSPORT SHORT
COURSE

SHORT COURSE RD
1

GLASTONBURY

23 JUN 2018

KCF RALLYSPORT SHORT
COURSE

SHORT COURSE RD
2

SOUTH BURNETT

18 AUG 2018

P3 SOLUTIONS BENARKIN
RALLY

QRC3

BENARKIN

22 SEP 2018

SR AUTOMOTIVE
MANUMBAR RALLY

QRC4

MANUMBAR

27 OCT 2018

KCF RALLYSPORT SHORT
COURSE

SHORT COURSE RD
3

IMBIL

SAUSAGE SIZZLE
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Inspirations Paint Capalaba Hinterland Rally

Imbil, 17th March 2018
Welcome to the 1st Round of the QRC for 2018, the Inspirations Paint Capalaba Hinterland
Rally. Event sponsor and long-time competitor Marius Swart, has asked that we put on
a quality event with good roads, sure to reward drivers and not punish the cars unduly.
So that is just what we have sought to do.
The event will be run out of Imbil Showgrounds on Saturday March 17. We have been
granted use of the main oval and the hall so we will be bringing the service park in close
this time round. We are ably supported again by the MVSS who will cater for the event ;
support those that support us and buy some of their great tasting, country fresh food.
Camping will be available free of charge in the showgrounds and in the back paddock
with toilets and showers also available. Please note that the Island Reach Caravan Park
has ceased trading, but there are other alternatives including of course, the
showgrounds itself.
We plan an event of 4 daylight stages and 3 night stages. First car due out about midday.
The first stage will be a short one to blast the cobwebs out without risking too much time.
Lots of climbing followed by descending so cars, brakes, tyres and crews will be warmed
up. The second stage will be fast and flowing main roads to start with and a couple of
tight loops in between to test drivers and the co-drivers calls. Finishing with another
iconic blast down open roads.
Stage three is an all-time favourite, need we say more, followed by the final sprint stage
to finish the loop. Two passes over the stages will take us to night-fall when after another
service, crews in the QRC will tackle the first three closest stages by dark, with first car
home around 7.30pm. A novice and clubman section will be on offer with option for full
distance. A multi-club event will also be run but only in daylight to get our people out of
the bush that bit earlier.
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Spectators will be catered for with 2 spectator locations. The main one will have several
possible viewing points.
Permits, Supp Regs and notifications have all been submitted. Planning is well advanced,
ahead of course checks by our course checker Kent Lawrence.
Officials as always are now required to make this work. We will soon be calling for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 stage commanders and start/finish crews
7 SOS points
Multiple road closure officials
Course car(s)
EVENT SECRETARY, but more on this later.
Spectator marshals
Service park officials and regroup officials.

Supp Regs and entries will be out later, as will official’s registrations.
EVENT SECRETARY – URGENT APPEAL
As a first appeal we need to capture or create one of the most elusive beasts in rallying.
The Event Secretary(s). It is no exaggeration to say that without a secretary there is no
event. So, this is our first deathly serious and urgent appeal.
We have some of the best in the business on
hand to provide training and guidance so do
not worry if you have not done it before, but
you need an ordered mind and be willing to do
the work.
It could be a couple of you and
male or female it does not matter. It may not
sound glamourous but you will meet just about
everyone in the event, so can be a lot of fun.
Margaret has done much of the initial work so
you are off to a good start. Duties to include:
Receive entries and reply to competitors
• Receive official’s registrations and communicate with them.
• Check all CAMS docs on CAMS website
• Help prepare collate and organise event paperwork. Road books, set up notes,
spectator instructions.
• Help prepare competitor satchels with numbers, road books etc.
• Attend scrutiny and documentation and distribute competitor satchels and
documents
• Prepare and send results, publish bulletins on event.

By the end of the event, you will know everything there is to know.
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Supp Regs and entries will be out later, as will officials’ registrations. If you can help with
any of the above contact the club or myself.
Peter Flynn
Clerk of Course
0423 204 849
pflynnaus@gmail.com
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DATE

THEME

GUEST PRESENTER

WEDNESDAY 31ST
JANUARY 2018

ALL THINGS SUSPENSION – RALLY &
OFF ROAD

JOSH & MURRAY COOTE

OUR EVER-POPULAR
CO-DRIVERS NIGHT
GET YOUR SEASON OFF AND

TBC

TUESDAY 6TH MARCH
2018
(TUESDAY THIS MONTH TO
AVOID CLASH WITH RALLY

RUNNING WITH EVERYTHING YOU
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT SITTING IN THE

PANEL AND OTHER EVENTS)

SILLY SEAT

WEDNESDAY 9TH MAY
2018

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT

WEDNESDAY 11TH JULY
2018

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT

WEDNESDAY 15TH
AUGUST 2018

TELL US WHAT YOU WANT

WEDNESDAY 10TH
OCTOBER 2018

YEP – ONE MORE TIME, TELL US WHAT
YOU WANT

IN 2018 WE WOULD LIKE TO FOCUS ON MORE TECHNICAL ISSUES THAT WILL ASSIST COMPETITORS AND
OFFICIALS – PLEASE EMAIL YOUR IDEAS ON TOPICS YOU’D LIKE US TO COVER.
EMAIL bscc@ozemail.com.au
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By Mike Mitchell
The conversations about entering the Alpine Rally started amongst Queenslanders at the
end of 2016. The tempo and enthusiasm of a group of rallyists north of the Tweed
intensified mid-year and culminated at the end of July when a record 9 Queensland
crews lodged entries for the Australian event that is one of the 3 oldest motorsport events
in the whole world.
The Alpine Rally was first run by the Light Car Club of Australia in 1921 and was won by
Archie Turner driving an Italia. Over the past almost 100 years the event has evolved
and became based around Bright in NE Victoria in the 70’s and 80’s and 90’s and then
moving to Lakes Entrance and eastern Victoria over the past 20 years.
To the best of my knowledge, only one Queenslander has ever won an Alpine, that being
Murray Coote with Coral Taylor in 1991, in a Mazda 323 4WD like Conner Oldham drives
here in Queensland. Today’s Alpine Rally is restricted to 2WD cars manufactured prior
to 1990, as well as a few invitational 2WD cars.
The Honour Roll for the Alpine Rally is a veritable list of the very best rally drivers in Australia,
Geoff Portman has won it 6 times, whilst his navigator Ross Runnals has won 8 times. Greg
Carr was been victorious 5 times as has Ford drivers Frank Kilfoyle and the great Harry
Firth.
So, on the 30th July this year, a bunch of us sat at our keyboards at 10.00am on a Sunday
morning to lodge our entries online. The organisers had said the event would take 120
entries and 30 reserves. And within 18 hours the full 150 places were lodged and paid
for at $1,400.00 a pop! Incredible support for one event. Quickest Queensland
lodgement was Kent Lawrence entering Ross Perry’s SAAB 99EMS.
The 2017 edition of the Alpine Rally was to be almost 400 competitive kilometres over 2
and a half days in the forests between Cann River and Bairnsdale. The roads in this region
are a variety of foresty tracks and logging roads.
Queenslanders entered included Clay Badenoch and Cate Kelly in the Toyota Celica
RA40, Ryan Smart and John McCarthy in the Datsun Stanza, Ian Reddiex/Mike Mitchell in
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a Datsun 1600 SSS, another Datsun 1600 for John Keen and Ray Priest. Tony Quinn and
Kate Catford had Tony’s E30 BMW, Tom Dermody entered a pair of Escorts for himself and
another Irish crew of Greg McCormack and Barney Mitchell. Michael and Andrew
Sawyer were in the Datsun 1600 and Jamie Macfarlane/Kevin Harding entered their
beautiful Commodore and Kent Lawrence and Nathan Long were in Ross Perry’s
stunning SAAB 99 EMS, while Ryan Preston was alongside NSW’s Tom Clarke, Lisa
Dunketon navigated for Wayne Hoy and our south of the border macadamia nut farmer
from Ballina Ed Mulligan and Aaron Topliff appeared with the Opel Manta.
Two Queenslander entries were unfortunately withdrawn before the start, our current
QRC Champion Ian Menzies and Rob McGowan in the Falcon, and Stewart Reid with his
BDA Escort. By the end of November there had been 20 entries withdrawn, so the
organisers allowed a field of 130 to start.
And so the journey to Lakes Entrance in Victoria begins: On Tuesday morning Ian Reddiex
and myself, and our service crew Bill Spurway (ex SaabCare) headed off down the
Princes Highway. We stopped the night at Heatherbrae just before Newcastle, and met
up for dinner with Kent Lawrence, Ross Perry and Brad Hurford towing the Saab. Next
day we headed off down the motorway into Sydney traffic before getting onto the Hume
Highway towards Canberra. In the meantime, the Badenoch crew elected to take the
scenic coastal route south of Sydney, while The Far-Keen crew and Jamie Macfarlane
toured via Goondiwindi and Canberra and Mat Dolan took the coast route to Canberra.
We travelled through Canberra and down to Cooma and Bombala, then into Victoria
reaching the southern coast at Cann River, a mere hour and a half then to Lakes
Entrance on Wednesday afternoon. Our other service crew Dave Feron with Judy
McNicol, elected to fly to Canberra and do the tourist bit through Tumut, Corryong,
Beechworth, Bright and all points in the mountains before arriving at Lakes. Ryan Smart
drove down to Canberra alone, then picked up Kylie and baby Matilda off the plane for
the next few hours travel to Victoria.
Thursday was a day off
to relax and look
around Lakes Entrance.
On Friday the event
was due to start at
2.00pm but Ian Reddiex
and I had a couple of
photo
commitments.
Martin
Forbes
had
decided that as 2017
was the 50th anniversary
of the Datsun 1600 in
Australia, and as 1600’s
represented the most of
one model in the
Alpine, there should be
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a photo shoot at 8.00am of all the 22 Datsun 1600’s. John Keen and ray Priest were
included and Ryan Preston. Then after the event briefing, Ian and I had another
photoshoot for the 2017 “Gil’s Dirty Dozen”. Named after the late Gil Davis, this is a group
of 6 crews living the spirit of rallying in Gil’s manner. We were also honoured to have
been in this group in 2015.
Melbourne and most of Victoria had been hammered on Thursday-Friday-Saturday, and
so we all were hoping that the Forestry people would allow us to use their roads. Crews
and cars lined up on the foreshore park in a wonderful array of 130 beautifully presented
classic vehicles. So, at 2.00pm Friday 130 cars started the 2017 Alpine Rally at 2 minute
intervals for 2 short
5km stages as a
warm up. The rain
made these stages
very slippery and
the Reddiex Datsun
had 2 spins on stage
2 while figuring out
the brake bias. We
had a fairly neat
entry
thru
the
spectator
point
where Hayden and
Neil Michel, along
with Neil Wooley
and a bunch of
Queenslanders
were
spectating.
Then the clutch slave cylinder failed creating more dramas in this first 10km of the rally.
Then back to Lakes at the end of day for service. No parc ferme conditions existed so we
serviced the car below our motel. Dave and Billy quickly removed the sumpguard and
the slave cylinder which had taken a gallon of water thru the seal. Dave Feron then
departed to find a replacement slave cylinder. Within 30 minutes, he was back, a new
slave cylinder fitted and the car was prepped for the Saturday challenge.
Saturday was scheduled to have 7 sections totalling 220 competitive kilometres. Section
3 was 15km north of Nowa Nowa. This had been used in the 2015 event, but today it was
wet. As we progressed thru the stage the roads became degraded and the wheel ruts
deeper. At one stage we were thrown out of the ruts and Ian struggled for some 400
metres to get the car behaving again. Ben Barker was fastest with us 1:42 behind.
After this, we were advised that Section 4 (37km) had been stopped after half the field
had been thru and we would be given a “Allocated Time”. So, we proceeded to service
at Orbost. No problems with the car, but the rain was still falling.
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Section 5 was a
21km blast
northwards
with Ben Barker
fastest again, 3
minutes
quicker than
us. There was a
distinct benefit
being up the
pointy end of
the field, but
Barker’s skill is
superb on the
greasy roads.

Then came what was to be the longest section of the Rally, Section 6 of 58km, taking us
further up into the mountains then down towards Cann River. Here the roads were really
wet and the red clay made it treacherous. In the first 15km climb, we must have seen 10
cars off the road, generally on right hand corners. As we reached the high parts of the
section we were in fog which persisted for some 12km. By the end of the 58km, we were
grateful to see the control officials, and get onto a firmer road. Simon Evans was quickest
here and we were 9:30 behind, whilst that may be a huge differential, we were steadily
moving up thru the rankings from starting car 59 to be 26th outright at this point.
Into Cann River for service and all was fine with the car, so we elected to have the local
firies wash the car for a small donation. At the out control we were advised that the next
2 sections back to Orbost had been cancelled. From Orbost there was only Section 9
as the final test for Saturday, 16km along some sandy tracks. The field was all mixed up
here as some competitors who had missed earlier sections were starting ahead of us and
a few vocal Victorian competitors. So, we started about 100th on the road, and came in
3 minutes behind Ben Barker, after we were stuck across the wheel ruts necessitating a 5
point turn to get underway again.
So back to Lakes Entrance for the day’s end and a change into dry clothes. The car had
run faultlessly all day, so Dave and Billy gave it a spanner check and another wash. We
had still the same tyres on and the same brake pads – a sure sign there wasn’t a lot of
grip on the roads. But 26th was fine as a progress position, and we went to sleep satisfied.
Sunday dawned with the sun out! A rather confused start order was changed and
changed again, but we set off about 40th on the road, eastwards towards Bairnsdale.
We had 5 stages ahead of us today including a 1km sprint around the local speedway.
First off was section 10, 25km climbing along hard logging roads to Bullumwaal. Simon
Evans was fastest and we were 1:34 behind. There were a couple of Escorts that had
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high speed terminal excursions off the road, and even Clay Badenoch and Cate Kelly
had an interesting moment with a quick recovery.
Section 11 was 32km along similar fabulous rally roads before dropping back down
towards Bruthen. Ben Barker shared the fasted time with Simon Evans. Ryan Smart and
John Mcarthy were flying setting 3rd fast time, flying the flag for Queensland. Clay had
the Celica humming and was only 46 seconds behind the leaders, and we were 1:02
further back.
Down to the Speedway and the rain had stuffed the surface, so it was just 2 laps of the
infield and no major changes to the field before the midday service at Bruthen. Here
Dave and Billy went over the car again, although we hadn’t had any problems. They
did decide we should put some new tyres on the front and put the old fronts on the rear.
The rears that came off had been the fronts from the SR Automotive Manumbar Rally.
Only 2 sections remained, before the finish, but let’s not count our chickens before they
hatch. Section 13 was 46km up into the mountains, again on the excellent forestry roads.
Ben Barker again was fastest in the sweet sounding BMW, and we were 2:18 behind,
despite having 2 wheels off the edge of the road on a tightening left hander. A true
sphincter tightening moment. The change in the roads overnight and a day of sunshine
was producing great rallying.
The final section was a 26km blast along sandy tracks thru the trees back into Lakes
Entrance. Ben Barker was fastest and we were only 38 seconds behind. Ian had the
Datsun flying all day in the better conditions, and we moved up from 26 th at the days
start, to finish 17th outright and 3rd in class.
Altogether, the Alpine Rally had tossed huge challenges at the organisers, official and
competitors. Our thanks go to Owen Polanski and his crew, to all the 400+ officials along
the route, and especially Billy Spurway and Dave Feron for their support and care of the
car. And my especial thanks to Ian Reddiex for giving me one hell of a ride. Roll on the
2019 Alpine Rally.
The results had a number of amendments as allocated times and penalties were
adjusted, but overall considering the challenges, most competitors seemed happy.
Results - Outright and Queenslanders:
1st

Ben Barker/Damien Long

BMW M3

2:48:34

2nd

Simon Evans/Ben Searcy

Datsun Stanza

2:50:22

3rd

Luke Sytema/Adam Wright

Escort RS1800

2:53:45

7th

Clay Badenoch/Cate Kelly

Toyota Celica RA40 3:05:04

9th

Nathan Quinn /David Green

Mazda RX2

3:07:57

15th

Tom Clarke/Ryan Preston

Datsun 1600

3:18:39
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17th

Ian Reddiex/Mike Mitchell

Datsun 1600 SSS

3:21:16

19th

Ryan Smart/John McCarthy

Datsun Stanza

3:22:50

30th

Michael Sawyer/Andrew Sawyer Datsun 1600

3:25:52

81st

John Keen/Ray Priest

2:37:09 (3 missed controls)

83rd

Jamie Macfarlane/Kevin Harding Holden Commodore 3:04:58 (4 missed controls)

85th

Kent Lawrence/Nathan Long

Datsun 1600

Saab 99 EMS

2:41:48 (5 missed controls)
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Footnote comments
Comments by Saab entrant Ross Perry:
Well the mud has dried and the dust settled and I can now see why the Alpine Rally of
East Gippsland is such an iconic event. What a location and spectacle! To finish this
event is tough, to do well is MEGA! To Clay Badenoch and Cate Kelly, Ian Reddiex and
Mike Mitchell awesome job! (Ryan) Smarty, like us (to a lesser degree) what might have
been. Shame we couldn’t show our full potential. To all the Queenslanders competing
and watching thanks for the support shown to "Team ABBA." To Kent Lawrence and
Nathan Long sorry Saabio gave you some grief, although only minor, it sure disrupted the
campaign. Thanks also to #2 for being the driving force. Lastly, our wives' and families
who allow us to pursue our passion.
Comments by Neil Michel who ventured south with Hayden and a crowd of other
Queenslanders:
It was WET ! .....
What was interesting was the number of Qlders down there competing, officials &
spectating.
The atmosphere was just fantastic, both at start, service parks & spectator points....no
complaints heard at all by any of the attendees. Something for all generations... Hayden
enjoyed the old-style event just as much as I & by the looks so did Ryan Preston.
Great diversity of cars in all different levels of mods, preparation, budgets & no one
cared, just like the old days....the Alpine is iconic & special but if a Club Rally can get the
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numbers of competitors, officials & spectators & develop an atmosphere then maybe
there is hope for the sport. Yes we need championships & rules for the sheep station
seekers but there is a market place & clientele (with money & will) for this type of
event...maybe the east coast classic series will fill the void.
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Engel Fridge/Freezer Model MRFT 514-A4
14 L – Steal Case 42 H x 51 L x 27 W (cm)
240v & 12v – both leads included
In working condition
$200.00 – Cash

This Fridge has seen many camping 4WD and
camping Trips over many years
CONTACT
Keith & Margaret Mackay - Cleveland
07 3286 1584
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CHIEF MARSHAL/S WANTED

We had some great contributions at the recent strategic planning
session. One area we specifically sort feedback on was from our
officials. Of the many points raised for consideration one was the
need for a focal point for officials at events. The ‘go-to’ person for all
their needs. From 2018 BSCC is looking to nominate a Chief Marshal
at each event. Ideally it would be the same person at every event
however we know that people struggle to come to every event –
want to try a different role at the next event or think that you can
commit to this role for the year – we’d love to hear from you.
Duties to include
• Being central contact point for officials at events. Someone they
know they can raise an issue with.
• Identify, organise or assist with training sessions prior to events.
Comms, control procedures etc.
• On event assist with ensuring we bring all our people home safe
from the bush.
• Oversee gear issue and return.
• Nomination of officials for CAMS awards.
If you think you can assist with being the one officials look to, please
contact BSCC at bscc@ozemail.com.au or call Peter Flynn 0423
204849.
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Time to put your volunteer hat on!
Cams will be showcasing all things motorsport at this
expo and doing a significant amount of advertising
leading up to the event. We need your help for the
following duties:

-BSCC display co-ordinator

(there are 25 car clubs with

stands at the event and we’d like to make ours great, we need someone to
co-ordinate cars for display and plan it all out.)

-People to man the display throughout the day
-People to help with the sausage sizzle

(BSCC will be

sizzling sausages all day to feed the large crowd! And we’re the only hot
food on the day – should be big!!)
25th February 2018 Performance Driving Centre, Norwell
9.00am to 3.00pm
Register your involvement by emailing the club : bscc@ozemail.com.au
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Supplementary regulations are now available for the
Future Auto Wynnum
presents Mike’s Toughest Rally Test (Test N Tune) and
Mike’s Toughest Rally (Come N Try).
This is a great opener for the season as it gives all rally
competitors an opportunity to get their cars into a proper
forest stage and blow out the cobwebs (for the driver too!)
Come N Try competitors can bring their road car and do
exactly as the name suggests “Come and Try” a rally.
The organising team have selected some great roads in the
Jimna forest and as usual the team at Jimna Community
Association will have catering available right throughout the
weekend.
New showers at Jimna will make camping a whole lot more
enjoyable – so lock in the date and we’ll see you in the
forest.

http://www.bscc.asn.au/images/clubevents/FutureAutoMik
esTest/futureautosupregsapproved2.pdf
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https://www.facebook.com/BrisbaneSportingCarClub
https://www.facebook.com/SRAutomotiveManumbarRally
www.facebook.com/BenarkinRally
https://www.facebook.com/cmpconsultingglastonburyrally
https://www.facebook.com/Lockyer300/

If you’re on Twitter you can search for us
@Brisporting
https://twitter.com/Brisporting
Find us and follow us for all the latest info and motorsport
tweet, tweets!
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The Business Card Page

Specialising in classic & custom cars,
motorsport & 4X4 from minor repairs to
full rewires.
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Brisbane Sporting Car Club
Honorary Board
President ............................... Peter Flynn
Vice President ....................... Paul Woodward
Secretary ............................... Margot Knowles
Treasurer................................ Rod Sams
Club Captain ......................... Ryan Preston
Immediate Past President ... Barry Neuendorff
Board Members .................... Barry Neuendorff, Rod Sams, Peter Flynn, Tony Kabel,
Paul Woodward, Margot Knowles, Craig Porter, Russell Hewett, John Black, David Bannister, John Coleman
CAMS Delegate .................... Paul Woodward
Magazine Editor .................... Margot Knowles
Membership Officer ............. Margaret Mackay (0412 553 186)
Officials Liaison Officer………..Brian Gavin
Social Media………………Adrian Clark

THE NEWSLETTER OF
THE BRISBANE SPORTING CAR CLUB
All correspondence to:
Brisbane Sporting Car Club
Unit 16 - 23 Ashtan Place
Banyo QLD 4014
Phone: (07) 3267 7647

Email- Club: bscc@ozemail.com.au
Magazine: margot@salestactics.com.au
Website: www.bscc.asn.au

If you’ve got something to contribute to the magazine we’d love to hear from you.
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Did you know you can advertise in the Magazine?
And it’s as cheap as chips!
Advertising Rates are:
Full Page Colour:

$220.00 per year

Half Page Colour:

$110.00 per year

Quarter Page Colour:

$55.00 per year

Magazine advertising is due for renewal on the 1st January each year.

Club Polo Shirts
Click on the Link to order online
https://bscc.wufoo.com/forms/brisbane-sporting-car-club-shirt-order-form/
Or go to the BSCC website and under Resources you’ll find the order form.
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Shirt is $30 ea. plus $4.50 for optional pocket.

SIZES
M EN
Garment Measurements
Measurement:
S M L
XL 2XL
Garment Half Chest 52 55 58 62 65

3XL
71

5XL
79

18
59

20
62

LA DI ES
Measurement:
8
Garment Half Chest 46.5

10
49

12
51.5

14
54

16
56.5

22
65

24
68

We’re sure you’ve seen lots of Club Members in these great looking shirts –
get yours now!

