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Celebrating 35 years this 

month since the Ampol 

Albany Creek Rally ! 
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35 years ago 

 

 Malcolm Fraser was Prime Minister 

 Ronald Reagan was President  

 Falcon Crest premiered on CBS 

 The average cost of a new home was       

$78,200.00 

 Average Income was $20,050 per 

annum! 

 Interest rates were 15.75% 

 

Yep times change but it’s great to look 

back and remember where we’ve come from. 

In this special edition we look back at the 

1981 Ampol Albany Creek Rally 
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1981 AMPOL ALBANY CREEK RALLY 
 

By Barry Neuendorff – Owner Ampol Albany Creek from 1980 - 2001 

 

Preamble. 

 

The idea to organise this event was born from a discussion between Keith Tapsall, Rod 

Browning and John Hall.  The traditional Stones Corner Motors Rally, which was usually the 

last round of the Queensland Rally Championship and had been for many years had not 

being conducted that year.   The idea soon gathered momentum, and during a chat at 

my service station one day Keith floated the idea of a sponsorship with me.  Giving this 

some thought, especially the pros and cons, it then also gained momentum with me, 

and after a further chat with Keith and Rod I decided to give it a go and virtually suck 

and see what happens.   Back then, I had a gung-ho attitude of never say no, always 

accept and paddle like hell.  Once I told them I would, luckily for me, (in my mind) there 

were only positives and no negatives.  

 

Pre event. 

 

So in September 1981 it all started and the ‘To Do List’ was tabled. 

 

It was agreed that Rod be the Director assisted by John, due to their rally competitor 

standings and their desire to never lose.  Keith Tapsal, also a rally competitor, be 

allocated the PR man due to his knack of never walking away from a chat and getting 

people on side.  Coral Taylor, took on the secretary’s position and what a wonderful lady 

she was, along with her helpers.  Ross Moir was delegated the Course Checker due to his 

navigating and co-driving résumé.  Some great times were had in the forest surveying 

and setting this rally especially in my ZC Fairlane.   This was virtually my introduction to rally 

competition and we utilised these days for practicing.  Rod can remember one of the 

days quite vividly, again in my Fairlane descending one of the hills in East Nanango, I had 

a spin and came to rest with the front bumper protruding over a huge drop, and with the 

tow bar hard against the bank on the other side of the road, resulting in as Rod said, a 

21-point turn with nervous giggling.   

 

Because there was nothing suitable to use as HQ, I towed my caravan to the event, and 

which, if I remember correctly, was just over the grid in East Nanango.   

 

Entries. 

 

The Supplementary Regulations were written and sent to CAMS for approval and then 

posted to competitors resulting in having an oversubscribed entry.  Approval was then 

sought to let us accept the total number of entries received, which was over the limit 

stated in the Supplementary Regulations.  Thankfully CAMS agreed to this request. 

 

The entry fee was apparently the lowest entry fee of any event that year, and even 

though a good spread of prizemoney was paid out in the end, It was also quite a 

profitable event for B.S.C.C.  

Thanks to the owner of GP Cars, Mr. Jim Bertram (JB),  Keith ran up a mountainous phone 

account at GP Cars attracting some ‘name drivers’ and amazingly getting some local 
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rally car owners to donate their vehicles for the name drivers to drive.  Lucky, Keith was 

GP Cars Manager and just paid the Telstra account when it arrived.   Not sure if JB ever 

knew how much it was.  Together with those named drivers listed elsewhere in this 

publication, Keith almost succeeded in having Peter Brock (PB) attend and compete. 

There was a XU1 Torana donated for his use along with sponsorship from TAA, and Zupps, 

including his accommodation.  His appearance only failed due to PB’s commitment to 

GMH’s post Bathurst HDT team function.  

 

Sponsorship. 

 

One of the thoughts that entered my head was ‘how the hell was I going to pay for all of 

this, so paddle like hell started.  Ampol, was naturally my biggest supplier, so I 

approached them first.   Although no money was forthcoming, their willingness to give 

me a free hand with the marketing of the service station on the day, and with their 

acceptance of the event, led me to my next biggest supplier, believe it or not, was Coca-

Cola.   We were selling a truck load a week of 2 litre Coke and associated flavours in 12 

bottle cases.    Mr. George Lovejoy from Coke, and if I remember correctly, was the Sales 

Manager for Coke, and on weekends the guru commentator for rugby league, was very 

obliging with sponsorship dollars and merchandise.    From there, on the hunt we went for 

more sponsorship dollars until we gathered enough to make it all happen.    The paddling 

could now be reduced somewhat.  All of the sponsors are listed elsewhere in this 

publication and even now, albeit some of them are deceased, I have to thank them 

again. 

 

Event. 

 

Scrutineering was on Tuesday and Wednesday Nights with the remainder on Saturday 

morning with the press day on Friday using part of SS1 followed with a light lunch.  

 

 The organising committee did a marvellous job in securing Max Stahl to do the 

commentating at the start of the event and the appearance of Pat Welsh from Channel 

7 (yes, the same one is still there today) landed on our man-made heli-pad in Hawkins 

Nursery.   The attendance of radio and newspaper journalists, including Colin Young from 

the Courier Mail and Channel 7, who put a lot of effort into supporting the rally before, 

during, and after the event, certainly put the icing on the cake.   

 

Permission was gained from SEQ to use their access road under the power lines from Old 

North Rd Warner, to Lilly Road Eatons Hill and through to Clear Mountain Rd, Clear 

Mountain for the press day, SS1, SS2 and the first spectator area.  This was quite a 

‘delicate’ arrangement, with unthinkable consequences if anything went wrong.  

However, with help from one of our front runner competitors at the time, who just 

happened to be a solicitor, drafted an agreement which was put together just prior the 

event.   Even with our carefully drafted agreement, we kept a tight grip on all of our 

anatomy, hoping no damage was done to SEQ’s infrastructure, because if so, we would 

have had nothing to grip any more.    Pleased to say all went well without any hitches 

and the sections were well supported by spectators and popular with competitors.  

 

SS1 started at 1400hrs followed by SS2 with crews arriving back at the service station for 

a late BBQ lunch break to absorb some time before the night stages at East Nanango.  

The local Rotary Club, my service station staff and friends, cooked the steaks and 

prepared and presented the food.  
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During this break it was time to refuel the GP Cars rally car which was being used for 

course duties.   I had secured some special juice to use in it, in an attempt to make it go 

faster, than its usual driver Keith Tapsall drove it in competition, but unfortunately, the 

wrong drum was selected which saw them decant a fuel tank full of degreasol.   A job 

for my boys then became urgent, draining, flushing and refilling with the correct stuff.   So 

good was this juice that I acquired for the GP Cars Celica to use, resulting in Rod, who 

was hoofing it either up to, or somewhere at the event, ran out of talent and couldn’t 

slow it enough for a bend, resulting in quite a few anxious moments for him.   Lucky JB 

didn’t know, but he probably does now, secrets always eventually get out, don’t they 

Rod.  

The after party was at my place in Albany Creek and I can assure you it continued on for 

quite some time with the pool frequently in use.  

 

Presentation. 

 

The presentation was held at the Wantima Golf Club in January after Christmas which 

was well attended and enjoyed by all. 

 

Thanks 

 

My thanks again today must go to the car donors who supplied the vehicles, the ARC 

drivers for attending, the officials who made the event flow, all my contacts and the 

Albany Creek Rotary Club,  Keith, Rod, John, Ross and Coral for their hard work and effort 

they put into the event that made my  paddling like hell worthwhile.  

 

Now it’s all just a memory, 

Barry Neuendorff 
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Even multiple Australian 

Rally Champions started 

somewhere 
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This is an incredible entry list with many many names we all know – and 

some we don’t know.  So many current club members, current 

competitors and even current Board members show on this list!!  
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Can you 

pick any 

faces?? 

A huge crowd 

turned out to watch 

the start 

Whose cars 

are these? 
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 And a rally isn’t complete without 

results! 
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Fabulous prizes 

– I wonder if 

Bruce still wears 

his skivvy?? 
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And there was plenty on offer at this event. 
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Some highlights from 

Brisport in 1981 
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Some blasts from the past 
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Brisbane Sporting Car Club 

Honorary Board 

President ............................... Peter Flynn 

Vice President ....................... Paul Woodward 

Secretary ............................... Margot Knowles 

Treasurer ................................ Rod Sams 

Club Captain ......................... Ryan Preston    

Immediate Past President ... Barry Neuendorff 

Board Members .................... Barry Neuendorff, Rod Sams, Peter Flynn, Tony Kabel, 

 Paul Woodward, Margot Knowles, Craig Porter, Russell Hewett, John Black, David Bannister, John Coleman  

CAMS Delegate .................... Paul Woodward 

Magazine Editor .................... Margot Knowles 

Membership Officer ............. Margaret Mackay (0412 553 186) 

Officials Liaison Officer………..Brian Gavin 

Social Media………………Adrian Clark 

 

THE NEWSLETTER OF 

THE BRISBANE SPORTING CAR CLUB 

All correspondence to:  

Brisbane Sporting Car Club  

Unit 16 - 23 Ashtan Place  

Banyo QLD 4014  

Phone: (07) 3267 7647 

 

Email- Club: bscc@ozemail.com.au 

Magazine: margot@salestactics.com.au 

Website: www.bscc.asn.au 

 

 

 

Got a special edition idea – then let us know about it! 

ftp://Club:_bscc@ozemail.com.au/
ftp://Magazine:_bfsmith@tpg.com.au/
mailto:margot@salestactics.com.au
http://www.bscc.asn.au/

