
 

Brisport August 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Living Here Wilston” Winter Stages Rally is 

nearly here!  Get your entry in or volunteer to 

help on the day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s in this month’s edition? 

 

 President’s Report 

 Off Road Event Update 

 Mike’s Toughest Rally 

 What happens in IROQ Event Command 

 Being a Board Member 

 Living Here Wilston Winter Stages Rally 

 Spend 5 minutes with a couple of our officials 

 What happens in the shed stays in the shed 

 August Club Night Information  

 Blast from the past 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT AUGUST 2015 

Another month has slipped by and I am sure you all agree once the Ekka has arrived it 
is the warning bell that the end of year is well on its way and will be upon us in no time. 
Ellie and I have spent the month of July tripping around the Hunter Valley and the 
Southern States meeting up with friends and relatives.  The time away was excellent 
and so was the time spent in the snow in and around Orange, and especially the two 
laps of Mount Panorama whilst trying to keep the AMG guys at bay.  
Now back in the saddle, there is plenty of my work needing attention and waiting to be 
finalised, but I must say the Board has done an excellent job and I wish to give a big 
thank you to all of them, which also includes Margaret Mackay for her continuous 
support. 
 
Bunnings BBQ’s 
The first job on my “to do list” was the Bunnings BBQ on Wednesday 29th July attended 
by Barry Farrell, Margot Knowles, Belinda Howard, myself and our new recruit Peter 
Clydesdale. Peter did, if I am correct, the signage for IROQ and has many a tale to tell 
which kept me entertained throughout the day along with his knowledge on many topics 
that he has become involved with during his working life. Peter is on holidays at the 
moment and has offered to assist us again this coming Thursday 6th August. Thanks 
Peter, and look forward to again working with you.  
I don’t have final figures as yet for the day, but we started with 30 kg (300 sausages) and 
had to buy another 5kg to finish the day off, so I expect to make somewhere in the vicinity 
of $700 nett after outgoings and tax. 

We line up again this Thursday 6th August, and again have a new recruit. Club member 
Tony Arbon who now works at Ayres Rock has kindly offered his support also while he is 
on holidays. Tony, has been involved in rallies for some time and his help will be greatly 
appreciated.  
We are still searching, but without success, for an electric stand-alone onion slicer to 
reduce the time in slicing 15 kg of onions as mentioned in the last report. There are units 
available but are a combination of shredders and dicers and which may be our only 
option, but if someone can point us in the right direction for purchasing a unit, it would be 
greatly appreciated. 
Barry Farrell is running tests on a combination unit this week, and it will be interesting to 
see the results. 

Events 
I had the pleasure on Tuesday 28th July to do a Course Check with Craig Porter who is 
the Clerk of Course, for the “Living Here Wilston Winter Stages Rally”. Craig was the 
Clerk of Course for Gallangowan for many years, and it’s good to see the Old Chap back 
and believe me, he is still full of “No Barry that isn’t the way to do it, please do it this way”. 
I have spent many enjoyable days in the forest at Gallangowan with Craig setting and 
organising rallies and I cherish all the memories. 
 
Above all, thanks must go to Gerard McConkey, from “Living Here Wilston” for his 
generosity in sponsoring this event. Gerard is the Principle for Living Here Wilston 
specialising in Property Management and Real Estate and is an incessant competitor in 
the QRC with a passion for rallying and rally cars. The Board thanks Gerard for his 
support of BSCC and in making this event viable. The event is being run in the Jimna 
forest with 106kms competitive for the QRC and 74kms competitive for the Clubman and 
Allcomers.   Overall it should be an exciting day of competition. 
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Forthcoming Events 
Keep your eyes peeled on the website for upcoming information on some events still to 
come this year.   The Board has been doing a fair bit of work in this area while I have 
been away but I do know that QRC 6 will be, more than likely held on the 7th November, 
2015 but the date is still to be confirmed.   This event is being organised by Paul 
Woodward and Ian Gorski and will be in a forest. Which forest, that has still to be 
confirmed. 
 
There is also a proposed QORC Long Course Off Road event in the making, maybe on 
the 17th & 18th October at Mulgowie. However, this is work in progress. 
 
Events 2016 
Draft 1 of the proposed calendar has been done and when the refinements take place the 
final will appear on the website. 
 
Radios 
I have been contacted by Ergon who have another 30 radios for us and hopefully they will 
turn up on our door step shortly.   This lot will fill the void of having some of our older 
model radios replaced with newer units. 
 
Equipment for Hire. 
The WRC has confirmed their intention to rent 16 of our Pop-Ups.  These will all need 
checking to ensuring they are in full working order along with the correct number of pegs 
to accommodate them. 
 
The AORC at Coffs Harbour has also confirmed the rental of our new PA system.    
 
Sad News. 
It is with great sadness that one of our Steward Associates Rick Reddish has lost his fight 
with cancer.   Rick has been ill for many years and is far too young to have his life taken 
from him due to this illness.  Rick is a Silver CAMS Steward with a passion for Off 
Roading and has been a Steward for many years, stewarding at Club and International 
Events.  
Rick’s funeral will be held at the Albany Creek Crematorium starting at 2pm this Thursday 
6th August.   It has been requested that in place of flowers, donations be sent to the Rural 
Fire Brigade.  
 
On behalf of the Brisbane Sporting Car Club’s Board, Members and Officials our 
condolences and sympathies are extended to Rick’s wife Shellie, and families.  
  
Until September, 
 
Barry Neuendorff 
President   
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Event News – August 2015 
 

Hot off the press!  The Board of the BSCC has determined due to overwhelming 

support from State Competitors to turn the AORC round into a State 

Championship Long Course Event – so save the date for 16-18 October 2015. 

Further information will follow once we do a recce of the course early August and 

determine that the organising committee for this event (Barry Neuendorff,  Clerk 

of Course Simon Knowles,  Event Secretary Margot Knowles) can still come up with 

a great state event. 

It’s important that the event is well supported by State Competitors and we’ll have 

Supp Regs and details out soon.  And to all those hard working Club members that 

have supported this event for many years – you’re back on the job shortly.   

Kind regards 

Lockyer 300 Organising Committee 

 
. 
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The Australian Officials Commission’s 'Fabulous Officials' initiative has been 
designed to recongise our hard working volunteer officials.  Nominations are 
open for anyone who you believe deserves some recognition for their 
dedication to the sport or their club. All nominees will receive a personalised 
letter and certificate, signed by the Chairman of the AOC. 

 If you know of someone who deserves to be recognised, send us some 
details on their achievements at officials@cams.com.au and we’ll make it 
happen!   Click here to download a Fabulous Officials Nomination Form 

  

 

 

Cams Fabulous Official’s 

http://docs.cams.com.au/CAMS%20Forms/Officials/Officials%20Resources/Nomination%20form%20-%20Fabulous%20Officials.pdf
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How true…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The U.S. standard railroad gauge (distance between the rails) is 4 feet, 8.5 inches.  

That's an exceedingly odd number.   Why was that gauge used?  

Because that's the way they built them in England, and English expatriates designed the U.S. 

railroads.  

 

Why did the English build them like that? 

Because the first rail lines were built by the same people who built the pre-railroad tramways, and 

that's the gauge they used. 

Why did 'they' use that gauge then?  Because the people who built the tramways used the same jigs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and tools that they had used for building wagons, which used that wheel spacing. 

Why did the wagons have that particular Odd wheel spacing? 

 

Well, if they tried to use any other spacing, the wagon wheels would break on some of the old, long 

distance  roads in England, because that’s the spacing of the wheel ruts. 
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So, who built those old rutted roads? 

Imperial Rome built the first long distance roads in Europe (including England) for their legions.  Those 

roads have been used ever since.  And the ruts in the roads? 

Roman war chariots formed the initial ruts, which everyone else had to match, for fear of destroying 

their wagon wheels.  

 

 

Since the chariots were made for Imperial Rome, they were all alike in the matter of wheel spacing.  

Therefore, the United States standard railroad gauge of 4 feet, 8.5 inches is derived from the original 

specifications for an Imperial Roman war chariot. 

In other words, bureaucracies live forever. 

 

So the next time you are handed a specification, procedure, or process, and wonder, 'What horse's 

arse came up with this?’ you may be exactly right. 

 

Imperial Roman army chariots were made just wide enough to accommodate the rear ends of two 

war horses. 
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Now, the twist to the story:    

 

When you see a Space Shuttle sitting on its launch pad, you will notice that there are two big booster 

rockets attached to the sides of the main fuel tank.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These are solid rocket boosters, or SRBs. The SRBs are made by Thiokol at their factory in Utah . 

The engineers who designed the SRBs would have preferred to make them a bit larger, but the SRBs 

had to be shipped by train from the factory to the launch site.   The railroad line from the factory 

happens to run through a tunnel in the mountains, and the SRBs had to fit through that tunnel. The 

tunnel is slightly wider than the railroad track, and the railroad track, as you now know, is about as 

wide as two horses' behinds. 
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So, a major Space Shuttle design feature of what is arguably the world's most advanced 

transportation system was determined over two thousand years ago by the width of a horse 

 

And you thought being a horse's arse wasn't important! 

Now you know, Horses' Arses control almost everything.......Explains a whole lot of stuff, doesn't it? 
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SO WHAT HAPPENS IN THE IROQ COMMAND 

CENTRE??? 

 

Once a year an amazing band of volunteer professionals come together to put on a 

full house FIA standard rally as part of the APRC and ARC series.  That of course is the 

extended team that delivers IROQ in the Imbil area over a 3 day weekend usually in 

June.    In 2015 the team surpassed itself, achieving a score from the FIA observer equal 

with the NZ round which has always been seen as the target.   This is despite one of the 

most challenging lead ups in a while, with weather forcing relocations and alterations 

on several stages and providing some serious obstacles to our crews to get the job 

done. 

At the recent debrief, it struck me that with crews spread far and wide and with 

everyone head down beavering away at the often intense task at hand, we don’t 

always take the time to know what others are up to.  In an endeavour to put a ‘name 

to a face’ I thought this month we might kick off with an article going behind the calm 

professional voices on the radio networks into the command centre to try and give 

some perspective to how the rally is controlled and why sometimes things happen the 

way they do. 

 

Above is the only known photo from the weekend and I will use it to start to illustrate 

what goes on.   
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Communications  

IROQ is blessed with a good radio network of 3 separate VHF frequencies.   This allows 

us to operate the stage teams on one channel, the course car teams on another and 

the third is reserved exclusively for the SOS network.   In conjunction with that, WICEN 

operate their own networks for data transfer so we can get real time scoring updates 

and also to give us real time information on cars starting and finishing the event. 

Safety 

For a big rally like this, with hundreds of people in the field, safety is paramount.   IROQ is 

run with triple redundancy on the safety side.   By that I mean there are three ways we 

monitor the progress, location and safety of each and every competitor as well as key 

course cars.   

 Firstly each car has a ‘buddy’ following along behind, either a competitor or a 

course car.   In the event of an accident or emergency, help is only a few 

minutes behind.   Following cars are directed to stop at an emergency and 

render assistance until the next car arrives who will proceed to the next SOS point 

and radio for assistance. 

 Rallysafe is a recent innovation.   Each car is tracked via GPS and relayed via 

satellite phone to the operator in the command centre.  In the photo that is the 

operator sitting on the left of the main table.  On the screen ahead of the 

operator (the LH one) is displayed the map with car locations superimposed.  

Rallysafe communicates with other cars to warn of hazards or the need for 

assistance and also flags up to the command centre any issue either triggered 

by the co-driver pushing a button, high G forces or the unit rolling over or 

stopping for a period. 

 The SOS network.  At about every 5 kms in the stage there is an SOS point.  They 

work in conjunction with the invaluable WICEN operators at the start and finish 

points of each stage.   These crews maintain a constant ‘polling’ traffic during 

the day where each in turn reports what cars have passed their location since 

the last call, this goes round and round whenever stages are being run.  The 

results are collated and displayed on the large screen ahead of the operators in 

HQ.  It is hard to explain, but brilliantly simple to watch, but as each point is 

passed on a stage the box corresponding to the location and the car number is 

shaded.  In this way it is possible to watch cars ‘moving’ through the stage.  

Should they drop out we interrogate Rallysafe and/or the stop point to ask 

following cars as to what has happened and whether assistance is required.  The 

combined SOS/WICEN team this year did an outstanding job, by far the best I 

have ever seen.  Rallysafe was for some reason not as responsive as previously 

and seemed to be suffering delays in updates of many minutes.  As a tribute to 

the excellent work of the SOS network, I found in the end I was using SOS first and 

Rallysafe second to track cars through stages.  It was a great job by those 

involved. 

Radio Networks 

Apart from the information available on Rallysafe and the SOS network, the command 

centre is blind.  It relies entirely on the people in the field for information and reports, 
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and this is relayed by the two dedicated radio networks we use.  The radios are 

manned from basically first movement in the morning of stage teams until the last crew 

is out of the forest that night.  Someone is always there to act as needed. 

The first radio net is the stage teams.  On that we have all the stage starts and stops, 

spectators, some key officials like the Chief Marshall and Chief Safety, service park and 

basically anyone who is not a course car.  Anyone who has spent some time around 

these locations will have some idea what sort of traffic goes over the net.  Lots of 

reports, details of timings for cars and competition, safety information, during delays in 

proceedings maybe even general information for competitors and officials.  All this 

comes through a radio operator who is logging all reports and relaying information as 

necessary to whoever needs it 

The other radio net is for the course cars.  This talks to set up, 000, 00, 0, sweeps, 

recovery etc.  As before information is passed and logged via an operator.  There can 

be a fair bit of pressure on this net at times, especially when racing to get a stage 

organised, safe and ready for competition.  It was with great pride in a great team that 

I noted this year every stage started on time except where we had 0 car failures.  There 

was a matter of only a couple of minutes in it there once or twice, but we made it, and 

is a real tribute to a seemingly endless collection of people in the field, in cars and 

behind a radio.  When that pressure is on quick, concise information flow is priceless. 

As Deputy Clerk of Course I sit between the stage team and course car operators and 

work with both to receive information make decisions and communicate as required.  

The professionalism of the people in HQ this year really made that job that much easier.   

Recovery 

A recent innovation is to include Jerry Dupree as Recovery Co-ordinator within the 

command centre.  It is vital that we ‘never leave a man (or woman) behind’, so 

considerable effort is made to recover cars and crews from the stage, notify their crews 

and if that is not possible, at least account for them to ensure no one is left out in 

danger.  Jerry wheels and deals his recovery cars around as required to send them to 

the start of stages and to assist as needed with breakdowns and accidents. 

C-of-C and Critical Incident Controller 

The Clerk of Course and the Critical Incident Controller also reside at least some of the 

time in the command centre.  Monitoring, correcting or acting as they see the need.  

They generally sit behind the main control consoles and observe, plus issue bulletins, 

deal with VIP’s, judicial interventions and be ready in case of emergency to react as 

needed. 

Scoring 

Rather than wait hours for information to come back from the field with the paperwork, 

WICEN operators set up adjacent to the command centre provide radio links to time 

controls to get timely results into the dedicated team of scorers.  This is posted and used 
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as fast as possible.  As mentioned before they also are a vital part of the SOS network 

providing confirmation of cars starting and completing the stage.   

FIA and CAMS Officials 

Various senior officials from CAMS and the FIA come in and out of the command centre 

during the course of the event.  They perform a myriad of roles from observing to 

judicial to sporing interpretation and the list goes on. 

That is a really brief snapshot of what is a complex and intense operation.  The 

command centre handles a variety of tasks, but must be nimble enough to react 

instantly when an accident or incident occurs.  It is a tribute to the people involved that 

nothing phased us this year and their professional approach was recognised by the FIA 

observer and reflected in a score the event earnt through their hard work. 
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 Brisbane Sporting Car Club has room on our Board – so what does it take to 

be a Board Member?  And who can be a Board Member? 

 Any fully paid up Member of the Car Club can nominate to join the Board. 

 Board Members are well prepared and keep commitments: They show up to 

all meetings.  They show up on time and don’t leave early.  They do their 

homework.  They are fully present and actively contribute to all matters before 

the Board. 

 They speak their minds: They have no fear of bringing up an uncomfortable 

topic during a meeting, even if it impacts someone in the room.  Openness it’s 

important on any Board. 

 They build independent relationships: They get to know each other and 

understand the areas of expertise that each person brings to the table.  They 

communicate well and want to contribute to the Club.  They also engage well 

with all club members and recognise the importance of a volunteer organisation. 

 They are resource rich: Board members should be able to pull from years of 

experience and adapt that experience to club situations on a flexible and dynamic 

basis.  They have a business or technical background that can add value to the 
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club with their experience.  Being keen to be involved is great however the Club 

does need specific areas of expertise in business, accounting and marketing to 

help build a strong financially sustainable and viable club.  Experience in the 

“Not-for-Profit” sector would also be advantageous. 

 They are strategically engaged: Understanding the fundamental dynamics and 

drivers of our club and its members. 

 They are prepared for succession: All Boards need people to step up and you 

might think that one day you could be President, Secretary or other senior 

positions in the club. 

 Think you’ve got what it takes? : talk to Barry or any of the Board.  We’d love to 

hear from you. 
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Tell us your thoughts? 

-Family fun day at Willowbank with your rally car or road car 

-Go-Karting at Kingston Park Raceway 

-Dinner at a restaurant 

-Picnic in a park 

-Family day at Bribie with your 4WD 

Email : Margaret with what you think we should do 

 

 

 

Like to do something 

different for this year’s 

Christmas Party?    



 

Brisport August 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well here’s your chance to find out! 

For the September, October & November Club Nights we’ll be holding Shed nights. 

That’s right you’re invited to someone’s shed – come and see what goodies they have, 

tools, cars, memorabilia, junk or whatever. 

September’s Shed night is being hosted by : Neil Michel 

October’s Shed night is being hosted by : Simon Knowles 

November’s Shed night is being hosted by : Gerard McConkey 

More details to come – so mark the dates BELOW in your diary.   

Not to be missed events! 

Ever wondered what does 

happen in the shed? 
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CLUB NIGHTS FOR THE BALANCE OF 

2015 

Got a suggestion for a club night activity or want to show case your 

business or product – then ring the Club or email your ideas to: 

bscc@ozemail.com.au 

 

Date 
  Friday 21/08/15 Club Night 

 

Friday 18/09/15 Shed Night  

Friday 09/10/15 Shed Night Bathurst 
1000 

Friday 07/11/2015 Shed Night 
 

Friday 11/12/15 Club Night 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bscc@ozemail.com.au
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REGISTER YOUR BUSINESS WITH BSCC : Email Laverne 

mickandlaverne@outlook.com 

 

 

 

More business for you and benefits the 
club and it's members

mailto:mickandlaverne@outlook.com
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Spend 5 Minutes with 

our officials! 
 

 

 

 Jodie Bailey & Steffi Stehr 

 

 

What’s your occupation :  Steffi builds and fits 

Bullbars to large trucks and Jodie is a 

Commercial Property Manager.  Not exactly 

your traditional “all girl” household. 

How long have you been a motorsport official and 

what got you started:  We are complete 

“Newbies” – Manumbar was our first – and 

IROQ was our second.  Steffi is currently building 

her own car, so we thought this was a good 

opportunity to get to know the “community” 

get a feel for the way events are run and to “give back” before we took the plunge to 

“race” ourselves.  

 What events do you like to officiate at:  Too new to tell – we are looking forward to the 

opportunity to try EVERYTHING 

What do you enjoy most about your participation:   So far, we are really enjoying meeting 

people and the opportunity to get “up close and personal”.  Everyone has been 

supportive and friendly, a real asset to the sport. 

The opportunity to “escape” from our busy lifestyles as working Mum’s with 2 small kids 

and have a “day off” isn’t bad either!!!  

What do you enjoy the least about your participation:   Lack of toilets when doing “road 

closure” was certainly a challenge for this girl!  Particularly when it was such a great 

opportunity to sit quietly and drink lots of coffee!! 
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Doug McKinnon 

 

What’s your occupation : Steel Fabrications Australia as a boilermaker  

 

How long have you been a motorsport official and what got you started: I 

started navigating in a few rallies in the 70s. Then in about the late 90s began 

doing roadblocks in the Rally of Qld.    I’ve done SOS points at IROQ. I’ve also 

done SOS set up at WRC Coffs and in 2014 was assisting Mobile Security 1 at 

WRC Coffs.   Coffs is a real buzz! 

What events do you like to officiate at:  Mainly Rallies are what I like because we 

are out in the bush. 

 

What do you enjoy most about your participation:  Being part of a major motor 

sport event.    

 

What do you enjoy the least about your participation :  Going home!!! 

 

If you’re an official we’d love to hear your answer to our “5 Minutes with an Official” – 

send your answers and of course a photo to margot@salestactics.com.au 

mailto:margot@salestactics.com.au
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This one comes from a box of goodies donated by Henk Kabel!     
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https://www.facebook.com/BrisbaneSportingCarClub 

https://www.facebook.com/SRAutomotiveManumbarRally 

https://www.facebook.com/RallyQueensland 

https://www.facebook.com/BrisbaneSportingCarClub
https://www.facebook.com/SRAutomotiveManumbarRally
https://www.facebook.com/RallyQueensland
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A great poem – read at a Burns Night celebration in England recently. 

  

The computer swallowed Grandma, Yes, honestly it’s true! 

 

She pressed 'control and 'enter' and disappeared from view. 

 

It devoured her completely, the thought just makes me squirm. 

 

She must have caught a virus or been eaten by a worm. 

 

I've searched through the recycle bin and files of every kind; 

 

I've even used the Internet, but nothing did I find. 

 

In desperation, I asked Mr. Google my searches to refine. 

 

The reply from him was negative, not a thing was found 'online.' 

 

So, if inside your 'Inbox,' my Grandma you should see, 

 

Please 'Copy, Scan' and 'Paste' her, and send her back to me.. 

 

 

This is a tribute to all the Grandmas & Grandpas, Nannas & Pops, who have been 

fearless and learned to use the Computer......... 

 

They are the greatest!!! 

 

We do not stop playing because we grow old; 

 We grow old because we stop playing... 

 

NEVER Be the First To Get Old! 
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The Business Card Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Business Card here: 

Only $30.00 for 12 months 
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Brisbane Sporting Car Club 

Honorary Board 

 

President ................................ Barry Neuendorff 

Vice President ...................... Peter Flynn 

Secretary ............................... Margot Knowles 

Treasurer ................................ Rod Sams 

Club Captain ........................     

Immediate Past President ... Brian Everitt 

Board Members..................... Peter Flynn, Tony Kabel, 

 Paul Woodward, Trina Thompson, Margot Knowles 

CAMS Delegate .................... Paul Woodward 

Magazine Editor ................... Margot Knowles 

Membership Officer ............. Margaret Mackay (0412 553 186) 

 

THE NEWSLETTER OF 

THE BRISBANE SPORTING CAR CLUB 

All correspondence to:  

Brisbane Sporting Car Club  

Unit 16 - 23 Ashtan Place  

Banyo QLD 4014  

Phone: (07) 3267 7647 

Fax:      (07) 3267 7650 

Email- Club: bscc@ozemail.com.au 

Magazine: margot@salestactics.com.au 

Website: www.bscc.asn.au 

 

 

 

If you’ve got something to contribute to the magazine we’d love to hear from you. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ftp://Club:_bscc@ozemail.com.au/
ftp://Magazine:_bfsmith@tpg.com.au/
mailto:margot@salestactics.com.au
http://www.bscc.asn.au/
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On behalf of the Board of Brisbane Sporting Car Club and Membership Registrar, Margaret Mackay 

It is with great pleasure that we welcome the following new Members to our Club. 

Paul Lindsay  - Member No: 4952 

Rob Looke – Member No: 4953 

 

  

 

Position Vacant – YEP STILL VACANT 

The BSCC is still seeking to fill the position of Club  

Storeman.  The position entails the checking in and  

out of Club equipment, keeping store room tidy and 

keeping records of Club Equipment. 

 

If you are interested in this position, please contact Barry 

Neuendorff 0414 335 862 

 
 

                                                                                        


