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President's Piece
After several weeks your Board has arrived at the decision to
appoint Sheridan Williamson to the position of Administration
Officer for the Club. This signifies the retirement of Esme Gibson
who has given twenty years of service to you as members.
Beginning way back when the Club was a very large force in
the motor sports clubs of Brisbane she has seen many changes
take place over that period. There will be a chance to reminisce
with Esme at a function to be held at the Clubrooms on
Wednesday the twenty first of August beginning at 8.00pm. I
would like to think that new and many of the older members will
make the time to come along and thank Esme for all the effort she
has put in over the years and wish her the very best for the
future.

We have recently held discussions with the DPI regarding road
maintenance which I have signalled in recent Brisport magazines,
well the pain is here to stay with the very dry conditions the roads
do not stand up to constant use without some breakdown of the
surface. This is having a considerable affect on the preparation of
budgets for each event. However the outcome is the
consideration of a road levy for each event with the money going
into an account drawn upon as and where necessary. This has
started with a fee for both KCF events and the recent Cooloola
Classic Rally. The intention is to work with the DPI in the use of
selected roads in various forestry areas. We may revisit some of
the forestry areas not used for many years in an attempt to reduce
the costs to the club and ultimately you as competitors.

The second round of the KCF Short Course Rally Series was run
over the weekend of the thirteenth of July again in the forest
area of Jimna. Mark Neary and Rod Sams and I went up on
Friday evening to begin setting up the stages. Temperatures
werent that cold at night however Saturday morning they got
down to minus five degrees, just cold enough I thought.
Disappointing the number of entries for such a great event and I
can't find out why you competitors are not coming along. As
always I ask the question and as always I dont get the answer.

The next several months see many events being run by your Club
so pleasecontact Sheridan if you are in a position to help in some
small way.
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C LUBROOMS:
The clubrooms of BRISBANE SPORTING CAR CLUB LIMITED are located at
1/206-208 MONTAGUE ROAD, WEST END
and are open EVERY WEDNESDAY night
from 8.00pm onwards.
CONTACT DETAILS:
All correspondence, entries, etc for
the Club should be addressed to:
BRISBANE SPORTING CAR CLUB LTD
P O BOX 3529
SOUTH BRISBANE BC QLD 4101
Telephone: (07) 3846 0233
Facsimile: (07) 3846 0244

Thats it from me until next month.
Craig Porter
President
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New Address
Unit 14/ 81 Bishop St
Kelvin Grove, QLD, 4059
Phone: (07) 3356 9544
Fax: (07) 3352 6282
Opening Hours:
Monday to Thursday
8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Hollandia Sunroofs
Wheels
ASC Sunroofs
Sunroofs
Simoni Steering WheelsMotor Sport
Remus
Body Styling
Spotlights & Steering Sparco

BRD  FALKEN TYRES RALLY
QUEENSLAND
After a somewhat frustrating start to the
2002 season for the Bryce Racing
Developments team of Subaru WRXs, the
whole team was firm in its resolve to head
to Falken Tyres Rally Queensland with
only success in mind. The debut event at
the Cooloola Classic Rally earlier this year
ended with some highlights but only one
of the three-car team making the finish.
Bevan Dyet/David McNab took a fine
sixth outright. All three cars  the 2-door
Sti of Steve Wall/Tom Smith, the and the
4-door versions of Dyet/McNab and Matt
van Tuinen/Ryan Parker  had received
the once over in preparation for the ARC
Super Series rally.
Based out of the Gold Coast workshops
of Bryce Racing Developments, the
technical staff were also busy repairing
and re-preparing the Evo. 5 Lancer of
ARC regulars Chris and Ben Atkinson.
Thus for the local Queensland round of
the national series, four cars were being
maintained and serviced during the event.
The rally held a shake-down and test day
on the Wednesday prior to the event and
it was here that tragedy struck. Matt van
Tuinen had covered a number of runs on
the stage successfully and headed out for

last circuit. As is Murphys Law, a
tightening curve and change in road
surface caught up with the quick young
driver and an unmoving tree caused
severe damage to the front of the car
including engine and bodywork. The
driver was devastated and unsure of
whether his weekend was now in ruins.
After some discussions, it was decided
that it was important to get back in a car
for the rally and a search began.
Frantic phone calls to England tracked
down Adrian Bukmanis who considered
the value of leasing his Legacy RS (still
based on the Sunshine Coast back in
Australia), before a deal was made with
Henry Ryman.
Henry had brought his Suzuki Baleno
GTX up to offer assistance on the road
crew, but was happy to lease the car to
the team. Although this was a 1.8 litre
front-wheel drive car, van Tuinen and
Parker were back in the event.
The damage to the WRX was conceded
as being too extensive to repair for
Saturday. While the other two cars were
ready to rock and roll after a good
recce, Saturday would prove to be
another frustration.
After an easy start to the day and two
stages, the Wall/Smith car traveled to the
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start of SS3, only to find that the car then
refused to start. Having checked every
possible electronic reason, and running
out of late time the car was towed back to
service where the final diagnosis was
eventually made. The cam-belt had
jumped a tooth (or more) for reasons
unknown and the timing was out. The
repeated efforts to start the car may have
damaged the valves and decision was
made to retire before an expensive engine
rebuild was needed.
The Dyet/McNab car had continued on to
the sixth stage of the day, gradually
settling into a rhythm.
Unfortunately on one of the nasty jumps
in the stage a plug which should not
normally come loose, decided to part ways
and the car ground to a halt.
More frantic searching by the crew could
not find the problem and again when the
car was attended by the service crew the
fault was eventually detected. Rejoining
the plug enabled the car to start and
perform perfectly.
One consolation for heat 1 was the
performance of the van Tuinen/Parker
crew who braved the elements to win the
P3 class for the day. The Atkinson
(Continued on page 8)
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5541 4111
COVERING ALL AREAS
GLASS REPLACEMENT
24 HOURS 7 DAYS
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IAN REDDIEX
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PEUGEOT

Laurence Svenson

36 ROSS STREET
NEWSTEAD
QLD

Unit 1, 20 Fortune Street GEEBUNG Qld. 4034

4006
RENAULT

PHONE (07) 3852 1399
FAX (07) 3852 1249

Phone:(07) 3865 5457
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Coming Events
TOWNSVILLE RALLY
The next round of the Queensland Rally Championship will be
held at Townsville on the weekend of the 27-28 July. It will start
from Townsville at 10.30am on the Saturday. There will be five
Special Stages between Townsville and Cardwell on the
Saturday afternoon, and a further three Stages in the Cardwell
area after dark on Saturday night.
On the Sunday there will be another seven Stages, with the
event finishing at Cardwell on the Sunday afternoon. Each Heat
of the Rally counts for points towards the Queensland Rally
Championship and the Clubman Rally Series, which effectively
means that double points are available from the event. For
further information contact Steve Cruttenden on 0428 618125
(anytime).
IRONMAN 2002 WEEKEND
MG car club id running their Ironman 2002 weekend in August,
comprising:
23rd August - Touring Assembly (from the MGCCQ clubrooms)
24th August - Motorkhana - Qld Raceway; Sprints - Qld
Raceway
25th August - Mt. Cotton Hillclimb
Supplementary regulations are available by calling Joan
Appleby on 07 3857 1561 or go to their web site:
www.mgccq.org.au
RETIREMENT OF ESME GIBSON
Esme Gibson is retiring after twenty years of service to you as
members. There will be a chance to reminisce with Esme at a
function to be held at the Clubrooms on Wednesday the twenty
first of August beginning at 8.00pm. New and many of the older
members should make the time to come along and thank Esme for
all the effort she has put in over the years and wish her the very
best for the future. A light supper will be provided.
CHANGE OF DATE - Baileys Powerlines Rally
This event will now be run on Saturday 7th September.
PIRELLITYRESLEYBURNCHALLENGE
The Leyburn Challenge will be run on Saturday 17 August. The
event will start with breakfast at Queensland Raceway, the first
car commencing at 8am. There will be special tests at
Willowbank, Leyburn and other locations to be announced, with
simple navigation sections between Special Tests. The event will
finish at Leyburn with entrants commencing the Leyburn Special
Test at 4pm.
A non- compulsory Competitor's Information evening will be
held at the BSCC Clubrooms on Wednesday 7 August
commencing at 8pm. At this evening the types of navigation and
Special Tests will be explained and competitors will be able to
ask questions about the event. Attendance at this evening is
particularly recommended for new competitors.
Further information and Supplementary Regulations can be
obtained from the BSCC website at www.bscc.asn.au or from the
Club.

CAMS has instituted a National Officiating Program which
provides a licencing system and training program to ensure that
all officials are properly prepared for the tasks required of them.
This program also ensures consistency of officialling across the
country which is not only beneficial to competitors but enables
officials to travel interstate and easily fit into the organisation at
other events.
Compulsory accreditation of CAMS Officials Target dates are:
Steward
January 1 2003
General Competion Area
January 2003
Event Command
July 1 2003
Scrutineer
July 1 2003
Specialist
July 1 2003
Flag Marshal
January 1 2004
Fire and Rescue
January 1 2004
Event Administration
January 1 2004
Communication
January 1 2005
Timekeeper
January 1 2005
General non-competition area
January 1 2005
Control Officer
July 1 2005
Licence forms can be obtained from CAMS or BSCC.

To submit events, please contact Brad Smith on 3341
0792 or email bfsmith@ihug.com.au before the 8th of the
month

FULCRUM

SUSPENSIONS COASTAL
CLASSIC 2002

Less than 12 hours after the competitors in Caloundras Falken
Tyres Rally Queensland had departed the car park at Kings
Beach, another 24 cars lined up for the start of the Fulcrum
Suspensions Coastal Classic. The Fulcrum Classic allowed
enthusiasts with standard road cars to use these vehicles in an
all bitumen Touring Road Event. No less than 8 Subaru WRXs ,
including the desirable Sti models of Jones/Wildermast, Stringer/
Wood and the Gaffeys fronted at the start. Classic rally cars
included the Lotus Cortina replica of Slattery/Haines, BDA
powered RS 1600 Escort of McLane/Lew, London Sydney
Hillman Hunter of Krieger/Gray, Triumph GT6 of Stinson/Smith,
and Porsche 911 of Koch/Piekkala.
A short transport took the cars to the Sunshine Coast Turf
Clubs Corbould Park for a special test around the members
carpark. Despite the risk of chipping the paintwork, most crews
were on the limit. Bailey/Bailey in a WRX were one second
faster than Jones/Wildermast, with Young/Looi, Stringer and the
Porsche two seconds slower. Departing Corbould, a map trace
took the crews through Tunnel Ridge Road, Mount Mellum,
Peachester and Bellthorpe to Witta. Times were tight with only
Garbutt/Gepp (Diahatsu DeTomaso), Peick/Clement (Datsun
(continued on page 8)
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49 Tamin Place
Maroochy River QLD 4561
Telephone (07) 5446 6802
Facsimile (07) 5446 6704
Mobile 0402 790 288
email: richard.collingwood@mortgagechoice.com.au
website: www.mortgagechoice.com.au/rcollingwood

Richard Collingwood
Principal

e-mail: info@kcf-rallysport.com.au
www: kcf-rallysport.com.au

Found the perfect home?
We'll find you the perfect loan.

We'll save you time and money by examining
220 different home loan packages from more than
20 lenders to find the best mortgage for you.
Our service is free and impartial.
We can come to you 7 days a week.
We are Australia's largest mortgage broker.
This franchise is independently owned and operated by Richard Collingwood and Dorothy Collingwood
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TOOWONG DENTAL
GROUP
martin.v.darch b.d.sc.
dental surgeon

Norm Singleton's
Rally Connection
Quality Motorsport Preparation
STOCKISTS EARL'S - TILTON - NEWTON
PRODUCTS
PH: 07 3289 1082 FAX: 07 32895375
EMAIL: info@rallyconnection.com.au
www.rallyconnection.com.au

1st floor commonwealth bank bldg
cnr sherwood & jephson sts, toowong q 4066
telephone 3870 7617 fax 3371 9710

PARTS & SERVICE CO.

Queensland Customs
Brokers Pty Ltd

CLUTCH - BRAKE - FILTRATION
SILICONE BRAKE FLUID
AUTOMOTIVE - MODERN CLASSIC VINTAGE
INDUSTRIAL - AGRICULTURAL - MARINE

Specialising in:
Customs Clearance, Quarantine Clearance,
Shipping Import/Export, Airfreight Import/Export,
Dept of Transport Approval

SPARE PARTS OPEN SAT. MORNING

For all imported vehicles and parts Australia wide, our complete
network of agents can arrange delivery to your door anywhere in

Australia.

46 Ipswich Road, Woolloongabba 4102

Ph 3391 5644 Fax 3891 6024

Phone (07) 3252 3866

Fax (07) 3252 2285

John Spencer
Proprietor
Sumner Park Tyre & Brake P.L. A.C.N. 055 168 075

51 Brisbane Street
BEAUDESERT
Fax (07) 5541 1255
Phone (07) 5541 1075

Cnr Spine & Neon Streets
SUMNER PARK
Fax (07) 3279 4039
Phone (07) 3376 2000

CARB-TECH
SPECIALIZED OFF-VEHICLE CARBURETTOR
REPAIRS AND PARTS SALES

IAIN STEWART

PH./FAX: (07) 3284 3061
UNIT 4, 38 HIGH ST., KIPPA-RING, Q. 4021
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Unit 10
37 Kremzow Rd.,
Strathpine Q. 4500
Phone: 3205 6305
Mobile: 0414 617 077
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brothers in the Ev. 5 Lancer chased the factory stars to
finish in a fine seventh.
On day 2 there was one less car to look after as the Wall/
Smith car remained at Caloundra on the trailer.
Dyet and McNab again suffered terrible luck when the clutch
slave cylinder failed after just two stages.
The Atkinsons fought on during the day to again challenge
the top guns from the south, grabbing sixth outright for the
heat. Van Tuinen/Parker backed up the day 1 effort with
another faultless drive in the Baleno to take the P3 class win
again. Although a much slower ride, the outcome of the
Baleno entry was a restoration in confidence for the
developing young driver.
The Bryce Racing Developments team had suffered some
terrible misfortune and bad luck but came away from the
Falken Tyres Rally Queensland with a continuing desire for
success at the highest level. The achievements of both the
finishing teams were celebrated in fine style and the team now
looks to the next major event on the calendar.
**STOP PRESS  After deciding to head to South Australia
for that states ARC Super Series event, the van Tuinen/
Parker crew came home after a great effort on unfamiliar roads
with 20th in heat 1 and 16th in heat 2.

Barrie Burr , a competitor on the recent Rally
Queensland with Richard Galley in the historic
Mk2 Escort is wondering if there were any club
members who were at the Noosa Hillclimb stage
on the Sat.urday night with cameras, video or
still. He had some very favourable comments
about it and would love to hear from anyone who
may have some type of pictorial evidence of the
car.
Contactdetails are:email: bjburr15@mydesk.net.au or
mob.0402835483/0732009862.
rdgalley@bigpond.com.au or
0407370354/07 3888 0125.
1600), Hurst/Street (WRX), the Hillman and Cortina arriving
without time loss. Heading west from Witta, the cars
travelled via Conondale, Kenilworth, and Brooloo Gap
through to Imbil. A couple of loops along this section saw
several crews miss Brooloo and the East Mary River Road.
This is an enjoyable single lane bitumen road that swoops
and dives past dairy farms, and would make an incredible
bitumen special stage. A regroup in the grounds of the Mary
River College allowed most crews to inspect the ARC service
park in the show grounds. Unfortunately for the WRX
crews, team blue was not servicing during the regroup.
Kandanga, Amamoor, Traverston Crossing and Long Flat
were localities visited on a mapped herringbone which took
the crews through to the lunch break at Gympie.

Blair M. Salter
Phone (07) 3891 5688
Fax (07) 3393 0398

AKSES GROUP
AKSES AUTO PARTS
PREDATOR
CARBURETTORS (AUST.)
WEBER CARBURETTORS
(QLD.)
Fuel System Wholesaler and
Importers of:
PREDATOR, MIKUNI-SOLEX
CARBS & PARTS,
TWM EFI THROTTLE
BODIES ETC.
105
Norman
Street,
Woolloongabba, Qld. 4102

Following the refuelling of vehicles and crews, two special
tests at the Roadcraft Driver Training Centre provided further
challenges. The first, Learner Drivers used the driver
training circuit, and involved a mapped route through a series
of confusing roads. Tight, twisty, surprising and off camber
were some words used to describe the course. Many spun
on the gravely surface, with others incurring garage
penalties. Stringer/Woods were fastest followed by several
other WRXs and the Fiat 131 of Chaseling/Keen. The skid
pan special test was again a WRX benefit with Jones leading
Stringer, Young and Bailey. To make amends for its
indiscretion on the learner driver special test, the Porsche
was fifth fastest. Surprise performer was the 998cc Mini of
Gallwey/Brown, who were only six seconds slower than the
fastest WRX Sti.
Heading north, then west from Gympie, the crews plotted
their way through Cedar Pocket, Kin Kin, Pinbarren and
Cooloothin before the end of section at Gyndier Drive. The
ARC Hella Hillclimb stage (untimed) was included in the final
section before the crews travelled through to Tewantin for
the finish.
When scores were tallied the Datsun 1600 of Peick/Clement
was placed first with penalties of 75 points. Second was the
Fiat of Chaseling/Keen with a loss of 103.5 points, and the
Subaru of Jones/Wildermast third on 105.5 points.
On behalf of the organising team and competitors, I would
like to thank those control official (BSCC, Subaru Club, and
others) who helped on the day, and FULCRUM
SUSPENSIONS for their support.
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14 Kenway Drive, UNDERWOOD Queensland 4119
Phone 07 - 3808-2755 FaX: 07-3290-0957
email: zcar@iprimus.com.au
IS NOW A SUPPLIER OF:

Specialising in Rally Tyres
Forest:

S55 175x65-14
S505 185x70-13
S505 185x65-14
S525 185x60-15
S525 195x65-15
S525 205x65-15

$145-00
$160-00
$165-00
$170-00
$175-00
$185-00

Tarmac: S575 195x50-15
S575 215x50-16

$192-00
$200-00

All prices include GST
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Clubman Corner

Well Clubman Corner was noticeable by
its absence in last months magazine, so
this month youll receive a bit of a rehash of two months worth. Poor Brad
our illustrious Editor had significant
computer problems and Im sure he
fielded hundreds of your distress calls
(NOT!).
(It was just one of those times when
what can go wrong does go wrong.
Apologies to all. Editor)

You will have seen and read so much on
Rally Qld by the time this gets out that
I will not go there in this edition 
except for a very brief mention.
Well done to those Clubman Competitors
who gave Rally Qld a go this year - the
rest of us lot broke and wishing we were
rallying, were there to lend our support in
many ways. And talking of support; Peter
Kahler stepped up to the plate to take on
the role of 0 at very late notice. Peter
looked like he was having a ball along with
Mick Oldano and Mick Young as 00.
Pretty impressive to have our Clubman
Champs leading out the big boys.
Having an affinity with the forest and
enjoying all aspects of being out in the
woods. I wanted to explore with you a
forest phenomenon of rallying.
Many times whilst whistling through the
forest I have been caught by quite an
amazing sight. A bright and glowing Moon
or at times a whole row of moons all
shining in my general direction. Now I
dont know what causes grown men (and
occasionally women) to display this side of
themselves but I have a theory.
I suspect  as us blokes are fairly inept
at showing our emotions  that this is
actually a very acceptable way for the
male of the species to show affection to
other males of the species. The behaviour
of mooning a fellow rally competitor is
probably one of the best ways for us to say
to another bloke Like your style without
causing an unacceptable backlash or being
accused of being a Nancy-boy.
I stupidly volunteered to help out my
nephew with his homework recently  and
yes! I doubted my logic in doing this but
what the heck Ill give anything a go. We

sat down together and part of his research
was in the Guinness Book of Records.
Feeling that my general knowledge might
have been my only strong point with his
homework I grabbed this and started
flicking through the Australian section.
Funnily enough there was a record held by
a Ken Samway from South East
Queensland and Im wondering if it might
be the rally driving Ken Samway from
Brisbane.
When I mentioned to my nephew that I
knew a Ken Samway in Qld he badgered me
to find out if it was the same one. Not
having seen Ken around at the last couple
of Rallies maybe someone can enlighten me
as to whether OUR Ken Samway might
have an interesting record to his name?
And it was interesting to see his face
appear several times on the Channel Ten
coverage of Rally Qld  I wonder if they
knew!
B.S.C.C have recently put forward an idea
that the 2nd Wednesday in each month will
become a structured meeting night at the
Clubrooms. For many years the Club has
been open every Wednesday night with
many of those nights attracting two and a
dog only. The idea behind this is to have
a short update meeting to advise members
on happenings, CAMS related issues etc.
etc. and then the rest of the night can be
a social thingo.
I think that going to once a month for a
structured night is a great idea  and
perhaps I could encourage this to be an
informal Clubman meeting night.

The Club is still going to be open other
Wednesday nights but at least if you
come on the SECOND Wednesday of
each month youll know that something
will be on and that you wont be the only
one there! Lets get behind this idea,
kicking off with the first one in July.
I coped a bit of a caning in a recent issue
from Crossed Up and Confused
Motorsport and I felt the need to respond.
Clubman Corner has never meant to nitpick other competitors; but a personal
opinion on an incident is well within my
rights. Funnily enough an article cant be
slanderous or libelous unless it mentions
names!
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The Bear chooses to remain anonymous for
a variety of reasons and NONE OF
THOSE ARE TO HIDE, but one of the
possibilities is that several people
contribute to these items  hence a
pseudonym is appropriate.
Rally and life is about having fun the more
serious we get the more incidents like this
have the potential to brew. The Bear
writes for the Clubman Competitors and
although a fiercely competitive group of
people we should not loose sight that
were here to have FUN. And consider this
: If you fart consistently for 6 years and
9 months, enough gas is produced to create
the energy of an atomic bomb. Maybe
were concentrating our energy in all the
wrong places.

I hope that heaps of Clubman Competitors
get behind the Townsville event this month.
It really is worth the money and effort to
go  the roads are FANTASTIC and the
locals do everything possible to make us
welcome. Plus the party on Sunday night
is always worth the hangover. It would
also be great for the Townsville Club to
have a big field  if we dont support this
event we may see it disappear from the
calendar and I for one would be very
unhappy if this happened. Consider how
many of our North Queensland mates
travel a very long way to support our
events, its hightime we returned the
favour.
By the time this goes to print the latest
KCF Rallysprint @ Jimna will have been
run and won. I believe some goods roads
were selected for this round and Im sure
Mark Neary in his new role as Clerk of
Course gave Clubman Competitors value
for money. Cooloola now seems like a
distant memory. Lets hope next year that
Rocky or Gladstone can schedule an event
to break the drought between Cooloola and
Townsville.
Dont forget the date change for Baileys
in September  it is now Saturday 7th
September. Changes to the ARC have
forced this change to our event and although
most of us dont like being dictated too by
the BIG BOYS unfortunately it is a fact
of life.
THE BEAR
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Classified
Ads
1994 Daihatsu Charade DeTomaso
G201S-002731
Queensland rally registration 273FHM 12/
02 aircondioned, power steering, power
windows, power mirrors, motor virtually
standard and well looked after. 70,000km
old. Oil at every 3000km (or before every
event), GrpN ECU, tuned length intake
runner and K&N, oil/air separator, poly
engine mounts, quick shift, viscous LSD,
2" exhaust, fully adjustable coil-over
suspension (Koni yellow + Kings,
Superpro bushes, strut tower braces front
and rear, rear mounted battery, six
DeTomaso rims, four 13" Compomotive TH
+ four other 14" mags, Falken Azenis tyres
+ a couple of stickies. Shell free of rust.
Some small marks/dents. Interior stripped
but all trim kept. Spares include: 4.9 diff,
bonnet, front guards, front bar, rear hatch,
steering rack, standard struts, drive shafts,
control arms, brake booster and master
cylinder, tons of other bits and pieces.
Price negotiable depending on the
following: pair of Sparco Sprint seats (very
clean), Terratrip 202, Oxford intercom. No
rollcage. Excellent under 1600cc touring
event/track car or just a cage and a
sumpguard away from the forest.
$6200 negotiable - unregistered.
email if interested marc@dairally.net or call
0412 878 852

PLEASENOTE
Advertisements will only be carried in
Brisport for three editions. If you wish to
continue the ad running after the third
edition please contact the BSCC
Clubrooms or the Brisport Editor direct.
Ads will be automatically deleted after
the third edition if prior contact is not
made. Please notify us when your goods
have been sold as this saves
unneccessary phone calls for potential
buyers.

POLISHING THE ROCKET
by Tom Smith

To follow on from last month, the best news of all is that the Daihatsu is now legal and
driving on the roads of Brisbane  look out. As I left the saga last month, I had
overcome enormous technical difficulties and setbacks to get the mechanical side of
things sorted out and was quite pleased with my efforts.
The next step, or at least working simultaneously with the work in the engine bay was
the clean up of the cars interior and exterior  or as I like to call it the clean up.
One of the first things to do when you purchase a second-hand vehicle is to strip the
interior and recover all the cash and loot that had fallen down the back of the seats.
The ex-Goasdoue Charade was no different and I picked up a hefty $3.75 by gouging
coins out of the noise deadening stuff on the floor. There was no jewelry or stocks
and bonds, but the find did discount the purchase price by enough to buy a
hamburger  yahoo!!
I found that there was a lot of dust in places that normal cleaning wouldnt get to so I
bit the bullet and after removing carpet and seats hosed out the interior  sounds
nasty but it was very effective. Ill just head off on a tangent here as I recall a sight
that had to be seen to be believed. Many years ago, having competed at Rally
Australia all the crews from all over the country were packing up on the Monday after
the rally weekend.
At the time the G102 Charades were running in the event and not surprisingly some of
the rally crews grabbed Charades as recce cars  thats logical. Ill never forget seeing
a stripped out Avis Charade renter jacked up on one side about 1 metre and the guys
furiously hosing out the interior.
What better way to get your hire car clean?? No sir, it hasnt been on the dirt at all!!
Back to my beastie and after getting the inside looking okay I was getting sick of
abrading my skin against the outside paintwork every time I walked past.
A bit like sharkskin, I suppose. The Goasdoues confirm that the car had been polished
a few times but always went back to the way it was.
Aha! I thought its a new memory-technology substance invented by the Daihatsu
engineers  or, its just crappy paint.
The latter won out there, and I set to with a big bucket of Extra-Cut and lots of
smooth rags. After a while I got most of the dangerous edges off and despite a couple
of patches where the paint is wearing thin, it doesnt look too bad.
After attaching the little spoiler on the top of the back hatch (which doesnt have any
aerodynamic effect, but looks good) I had myself a car that looked like it could pass
for a member of the everyday traffic. Im a stickler for getting things as clean as I can,
so I spent a fair bit of time cleaning under wheel arches and in engine bay etc but it
seems that every time you clean something, you go back another time and more dirt or
gludge has seeped out of somewhere.
It as the case with me and I must have washed the thing 6 times before I got it
independently mobile. Theres still dirt in corners I have definitely cleaned before!!
Anyway to close off this story I managed to get the thing registered with some lovely
Smart State number plates and am happily driving to and from work etc etc. Yes, it
goes better than a standard 1.3 litre Charade, but so do most things. Im happy that
Ive got a car with a little character now, and when I push the loud pedal it will
respond.
More than that though, Ive had 5 months of soothing therapy when work and life
became a little too much. It is good having a project with no pressure to complete the
thing by a certain deadline. If any one needs some advice on doing one of these
conversions, Im happy to talk about it but I wont be getting my hands dirty again for
a while.
Next month .there is no next month for the Charade saga, unless of course I can
.
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