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| t ds Ma n u ndldime
to get back out in the forest

What 6s in this monthos edition?
f Read it and see!
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PRESIDENTS'REPORUNE 2017

Last month | didn & have that much to report, since April had been a bit of a washout
(quite literally) in rally terms. In May things looked up with many crews making the trek
north to Wowan for the (now) opening round of the QRC. The CQMSC turned on a great
event by al | reports and in this edition of the magazine we have some insight into the
event from the perspective of John Black, one of the BSCC competitors. It makes for a
good read.

Of course as | write this we have just wrapped up the first experiment in runnin g a private
Test Session in Imbil forest, plus of course we are all a -quiver in anticipation of the next
two months to come. With BSCC hosting a QRC, a short course rally and two very
informative club nights all in the space of two months. From our pers pective this really
has to be peak season for raIIylng You could say the next two months are o}

g —'—,‘v?

BIGGER THAN BEN HUR*

* (for the younger players you might have to Google what that means)

In late April/early May, BSCC had been approached by a couple of pr ominent
competitors wanting to organise a closed test session for them to fine tune shock
absorber settings, and generally shakedown their cars after recent changes. In short,

the process involved is similar to organising a rally. We need to have permits from HQ
Plantations to use the forest and we need CAMS permits to both provide insurance and

to satisfy HQPO $o it @ few wdeksomve glid that, leading t o five cars
assembling in Imbil forest on Saturday May 27 on a closed 5km loop for several hours of
relaxed practice at the competitors own pace. Service facilities were right there on
hand to allow quick changes to the car and back to the stage. It wa s necessarily low
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key, but with suitable modifications is an opportunity that could be potentially offered in

the future. | know from my own experience, after nine months out of the seat and a
rebuild, this is the type of thing | will be looking for. Any rhythm or continuity built up last
year will be gone. Contact the club if you are interested.

Test Day action shots courtesy of John Coleman

In June, we plough straight into some serious rallying. Starting with a very timely Co -
Drivers club ni ght on Wednesday June 7 at 7.00pm SHARP. Details appear elsewhere in

the magazine, or look at BSCC on Facebook or at www.bscc.asn.au . RSVP is essential,

so please let us know you are coming. It can benefitanyon e i n the car, so
officials of course) welcome as well.



http://www.bscc.asn.au/
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Then come June 24 you can take all these new and enhanced skills and enter our first

QRC of the year. After interference from Cyclone Debbie on April 1, the 2016 CAMS
State Event of the Year, the postponed SR Automotive Manumbar Rally is going to be

run. Details also appear elsewhere, and it now qualifies for ARC 2 points for those
interested in that championship. Simon and Margot and their team have been up and
checked the roads a nd no ill effects of the weather have been reported. So, with the
change to the cooler months of the year, it should make a great rally even more
enjoyable.  We need lots of officials as always for the five stages to be run. So please ,if
you can , we n eed your help as always. All those competitors without a ride or on a
layoff for a bit ; here is your chance to put something back and see how the rally works.

Give it some thought.

Anyone who has ever thought about other types of events, come Tuesday July 4 at 7pm,

we have had the ‘gracious offer from Targa (and rally) competitor s Melinda & Paul
Bergman to host an evening about what it takes to compete in Targa Tasmania. We

have real live competitors on hand to share their in  -car footage, their experience and
generally answer some questions about what a large event like that entails. One of those

bucket list things that many people have a notion of trying at least once in their life.

Then just to prove that too much is never enough, come July 24, Craig Porter and his

crew have put together the KCF Rallysport Glastonbury Short Course Rally. Some may
remember last year it was washed out after one stage. Well this year is it back bi gger
and better, with 57km of daylight competitive stages, with improved roads and no
passage controls.  There is also the option to recce the stages in the early morning and
prepare pace notes for use on the event. For the lesser-experienced competitor s there
will be safety notes provided to give you a head start on creating your own pace notes.

This is a great and probably essential opportunity to practice this skill prior to the later
QRCO6s this year which al so of f er irdtrourel ofdhe KCFo n .
Rallysport Short Course Challenge in October, the chance is there to transition on from

being the once a year pace noter, with the risks that entails, to something more
accomplished. Supp Regs are out and entries are open now, so firs t in best dressed.
Because as you may appreciate, July days are short days, and itis a jam -packed itinerary
to get recce and competition done in the day. So, there must be a cap on numbers of
entries.

Reading the paragraphs above, | talk a lot about competitors.  But we must not overlook
the fact that we are also working on building our officials skill base. The rallies in the next
few months and later in the year, mark the training and debut of some new and essential

course checkers. Youwantto starta fight, make a mistake in a road book. This is a great
relief that we are getting some new blood to assist the very small over -worked band we
have. But we cannot just stop there. Anyone with any desire to be anything, secretary,
stage commander , Clerk of Course. There are many opportunities to practice and be
mentored in the lower pressure environment of say a short course rally.
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It will be a busy few months for BSCC. With what else is in the calendar it will be busy
until December when we  will have a Christmas party again, and retire to the shed to
rebuild cars, or watch cricket or whatever it is you do over Christmas. Hopefully it also
starts to show what we are trying to do with the club and its contribution to the wider
sport.

| wa s fortunate enough to ride with one of our top local drivers recently on a forest stage.

The experience was unbelievable and to be recommended. With just barely enough

rallying under my own belt now, | was trying to watch how he went about business to tr y
to learn some technique. The fastest way is not always the obvious way is about all | can

say. When approaching a TL uphill as in organising a rally itself, preparation and planning

is essential. One of course takes place over seconds, the other month S.

To me there is nothing more disheartening than trying to do something when you have

no idea how to do it. Because deep down inside, we all want to do it well. Whether the
task is course checking, being a Clerk of Course, or a Stage Commander, or co -driver or
a driver, whatever we can reasonably do to build skills and knowledge, we are trying to

do. Going back to my analogy of the once a year pace noter. Sitting on the start line

at | ROQ year after year , trying to 69 artto

yRd

Seveééeé. Oh crapééeCRASHOG. |l find it encouragi

to share and mentor. We will see more of this, with evenings that Ryan Preston is
organising for example. | am looking forward to the MCA Suspension set up eveni ng for
instance. It has had to be postponed for now due to availability of MCA, but once again

a valuable skill. Better to get some insight into how to do it properly and apply it at a test

day we may run, then being on the first stage of a QRC with the car trying to make an
attempt on your life every second corner.

Lots of things happening, lots of people putting in the effort to help. All it remains for me
to do now after an epic Presidentdés Report,
you all t o come out and support the events and the people staging them.

Peter Flynn
pflynnaus@gmail.com
0423 204849
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